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21st April 2020 

Dear Parents 

Sunday / Friday Faith Formation Classes 

The peace of the Risen Christ be with you! 

As we enter into the Easter season this year, we are conscious that we are going through a most 

unusual and challenging time. There are various restrictions placed on many of our activities by the 

Covid-19 pandemic forcing us to change and adapt many of the practices we have taken for granted. 

This has impacted how we live and work and how our children study because of the limited interaction 

allowed in social gatherings and community-type activities. For many of us, this has been the first Lent 

and Easter where we have not been able to attend Mass and receive the sacraments. 

Our children too have missed Friday / Sunday classes. Regarding this matter, I have been discussing 

with our catechists what we can do at this time when we cannot meet in our usual catechism classes.  

This concerns all our children, not just First Communion and Confirmation preparation classes 

School children are already doing some form of instruction online with their teachers, supplemented 

by assignments they have to carry out, most likely with assistance from parents. This is an option we 

could adopt in part, though obviously we have to explore more concretely the actual details. 

We appreciate that this is a short-term alternative until we can go back to some form of “normalcy”. 

However, I believe it is appropriate for us, as parents and catechists, to do what we can, to maintain 

the faith of our young people by imparting knowledge and love of Our Lord and his plan for their lives.  

This is our sacred duty as parents and catechists. St John Paul II wrote in Catechesi Tradendae (1979): 

“The specific aim of catechesis is to develop, with God’s help, an as yet initial faith, and to advance in 

fullness and to nourish day by day the Christian life of the faithful, young and old.” 

I have hence instructed our catechists to contact Catholic parents /guardians to inform you of our aim 

to address this matter. I would also like to request your invaluable support and cooperation to assist 

us in this project. I thank you ahead of time for your goodwill and prayers in this most important 

matter. 

As always, your comments and suggestions in the above proposal will be most welcome. God bless 

and protect you and your family and may he keep you all safe from contagion and disease. 

In Christ, 

 

 

Bishop Cornelius Sim 

Vicar Apostolic 

 

Cc: Fr Paul Shie (SJC), Fr Robert Leong (COOL), Fr Arin Sugit (COLA) 


