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“Hoy el amor no debe estar escondido, sino
vivo, activo y verdadero.”

STA. FRANCISCA J. CABRINI

You, too, can be a Missionary
of the Love of Jesus!

Visit www.mothercabrini.org
to find out more about our
worldwide works.
Email: mscvocations@mothercabrini.org
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Journey with us
into a deeper
relationship with God
and in service to the
people of God.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE
Welcome to an oasis designed just for you

U

NCERTAINTY, exhaustion, and the
struggle of forward motion are implicit
in a desert trek. The vocation journey is
similar and can include at times a sense of
isolation that Servant of God Dorothy Day
calls the “long loneliness.”
It is the love of Christ that impels us
to keep moving through the doubt, to keep
seeking, questioning, and checking in with
God, ourselves, and others to make sure we are headed in the
right direction. Indeed, says Day, the only solution to the long
loneliness “is love and that love comes with community.”
As you discern, you can rely on the VISION community
of writers and sponsoring religious institutes to help you
discover the vocation that is right for you. In these pages you
will find stories of confusion, risk, and transformation as men
and women just like you journeyed through their own deserts
as they followed the call to discipleship. Fear, alienation, and
restlessness were elements of their crossing, but so, too, were
faith, hope, and, above all, love.
“What makes the desert beautiful,” says writer Antoine
de Saint-Exupéry, “is that somewhere it hides a well.” VISION
Guide and VocationNetwork.org are meant to be a source
of refreshment and encouragement for you along
the way. Don’t give up! The journey holds untold
delights.
—Patrice J. Tuohy,
VISION Publisher

Check out these award-winning resources at VocationNetwork.org
VOCATION MATCH
A discernment tool to help you narrow your search for the right vocation.
QUESTIONS CATHOLICS ASK
A regular feature shedding light on the traditions and practices of our rich
Catholic heritage.
E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
Monthly insights on discernment matters and help
on your vocation journey. Sign up at VocationNetwork.org/newsletter.

The Sisters of IHM
Scranton, Pennsylvania

www.sistersofihm.org
Code #083 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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VISION EVENTS CALENDAR
Postings of service, education, and discernment opportunities in your area. Sign up to
receive alerts from communities that interest you at vocationnetwork.org/en/events.
TAKE FIVE FOR FAITH
Daily faith formation for busy Catholics.
SPIRITUALITY QUIZ
Insights into your spirituality type.

NRVC UPDATE

AS NRVC PLANS for its 2022
gathering of members, with
the theme of “Called Beyond
Borders,” we are grateful
for all of you in discernment
who are willing to take
the risk to explore beyond
the borders of typical
expectations and consider
religious life.
To help you as you
discern, we hope that you
will tune into our Abundant
Hope video series (tinyurl.
com/mry4rmhh) and our
webinar series “Religious
Life Today: Learn it! Love it!
Live it!” This six-part series,
which can be found at nrvc.
net/webinars, features
discerners, vocation
directors, campus ministers,
diocesan vocation ministers,
parents, and candidates and
new entrants to religious life.
Each of them shares insights
to illustrate and enhance
what we learned in the
NRVC/CARA Study on Newer
Vocations to Religious Life.
This series, made
possible from the G.H.R.
Foundation, reminds us
that religious life continues
to thrive. And those who
choose this life are filled with
abundant hope!
—Sister Mindy
Welding, I.H.M.,
NRVC Board
Chair

Code #199 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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RELIGIOUS SIGHTINGS

CHOP WOOD, PREPARE FOR PRIESTHOOD

B

COURTESY OF ST. MEINRAD SEMINARY AND SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

ENEDICTINE PRIESTS and brothers who
run a seminary in rural Indiana have found
a trusted way to help their seminarians be better
prepared for ministry: by chopping and delivering
wood to their neighbors. For more than 40 years,
the monks of St. Meinrad Archabbey have run
Project Warm.

Each year, around half of those studying
for the priesthood at St. Meinrad Seminary
volunteer to collect and split donated wood
and bring it to the families in the region who
heat their homes with wood but struggle to
obtain it.
“I’ve enjoyed the work. I love the
manual labor. Even more than that, I love
going to people’s houses when we deliver
wood,” seminarian Isaac Siefker told The
Criterion. Father Anthony Vinson, O.S.B.,
who oversees Project Warm, praised the
students’ “zeal to serve.”
Observers call it a win-win. The
seminarians bond on the woodlot and
get a workout break from studying. The
recipients get fuel and help the priests-intraining to better understand rural people
and their needs.
ISAAC SIEFKER, a seminarian from Bloomington,
Indiana, chops wood at St. Meinrad Seminary and
School of Theology in St. Meinrad, Indiana as a
volunteer with Project Warm.

COURTESY OF SISTER GRACE MARIE DEL PRIORE, C.S.S.F.

All in the family:
An NRVC production

P

ARENTS USUALLY have plenty of questions when
their adult children join religious communities, and
to further the discussion, the National Religious
Vocation Conference sponsored a webinar on the topic
in April 2022, now available at nrvc.net/webinars. The
webinar—the fifth in a six-part series called “Religious Life
Today: Learn it! Love it! Live it!”—features two parents
and a younger Catholic sister and brother discussing
their experiences. Sister Grace Marie Del Priore, C.S.S.F.,
pictured here with her mother and one of her sisters, was
one of the panelists.
In the webinar parents revealed their sometimes
mixed feelings—wanting to support their child but
worrying about things from changes in family time
together to who will pay for seminary. One common
theme among the four family stories in the webinar is that
parents ultimately felt at peace with their child’s decision
the more they saw their child thrive and the more they got
to know the religious community.
The webinar series was made possible through a
grant by the GHR Foundation.
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SISTER GRACE MARIE Del Priore, C.S.S.F., pictured here with her
mother and one of her sisters, was a panelist in a webinar from the
National Religious Vocation Conference discussing family concerns
about adult children joining religious communities.

RELIGIOUS SIGHTINGS
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W

RITERS AND SCIENTISTS have noticed in recent years that members
of religious communities tend to deal well with certain challenges of
aging. Among other things, they typically maintain a sense of meaning and
purpose, and they almost always avoid the isolation of living alone.
“The modern world urges us to outrun age, numb pain, and ignore death,
but perhaps the secret to longevity and contentedness lies within the walls of
a convent, where nuns practice a timeless model of gracious living,” writes
Dan Zak, in a review of the 2021 book Embracing Age: How Catholic Nuns
Became Models of Aging Well, by Anna Corwin. The anthropologist author
examines factors in a Midwestern Franciscan community of women that help
their elders live vibrantly.
Corwin’s book follows one with similar conclusions published in 2001 by
gerontologist David Snowden, Aging with Grace: What the Nun Study Teaches
Us About Leading Longer, Healthier, and More Meaningful Lives. The Nun Study
was a groundbreaking research project on aging and dementia, involving 25
years of data collection from 678 School Sisters of Notre Dame.
A LIGHT HEART (and maybe some fast wheels) is
part of aging well. Men and women in religious
Older religious themselves are also writing and speaking on the topic
life have been an important part of the public
of aging. Father Richard Rohr, O.F.M. frequently addresses what he calls the
conversation about how to age gracefully.
“second half of life,” arguing that older adults have the ability to go places
spiritually that they could not go earlier. Physician Father Myles Sheehan, S.J. does public speaking on healthy aging (see
page 49). Sister Joan Chittister, O.S.B. has published the book The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully. “The gift of these
years,” she writes in the introduction, “is not merely being alive—it is the gift of becoming more fully alive than ever.”
VocationNetwork.org | VISION 2023 | 9

COURTESY OF ASSOCIATION DIOCÉSAINE TARBES ET LOURDES

RELIGIOUS LIFE: WISDOM FOR THE AGES

RELIGIOUS SIGHTINGS

SIX AFRICAN AMERICANS
ON THE MARCH TOWARD SAINTHOOD

A
CANDIDATES TO
become the first
African American
saints are (from
left): Pierre
Toussaint, Sister
Henriette DeLille,
S.S.F., Mother
Mary Lange, O.S.P.,
Father Augustus
Tolton, Julia Greeley,
and Sister Thea
Bowman, F.S.P.A.

LAY CATHOLIC group is calling for the
pope to immediately canonize six African
Americans, including two founders of women’s
religious institutes and a diocesan priest. All six
were dedicated to uplifting African Americans
despite fierce discrimination within and outside
the church.
Three candidates have already been named
“Venerable” (a step in the canonization process):
Father Augustus Tolton, a Chicago diocesan
priest beloved for holiness and persistence

COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL BLACK CATHOLIC CONGRESS

Sister Henriette DeLille, S.S.F., founder of
the Sisters of the Holy Family
Pierre Toussaint, hairdresser, foster father
to indigents
Three others have been named “Servants of
God” (meaning their cases for sainthood are
being investigated):
Julia Greeley, housekeeper known for skill
in delivering aid to the needy
Mother Mary Lange, O.S.P., founder of the
Oblate Sisters of Providence
Sister Thea Bowman, F.S.P.A., speaker and
activist for black Catholics
The group has mailed more than a thousand
letters to the Vatican and has an online
petition. “Canonizing the six current
candidates for sainthood would make a
very strong statement of reckoning and
reconciliation,” the group’s letter to Pope
Francis argues, noting that none of the current
11 U.S. saints is African American.
COURTESY OF SISTERS OF THE
HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH

Religious communities aid and
accompany Ukrainians

A

S HAS HAPPENED in other wars and natural disasters, Catholic sisters,
brothers, and priests were among the first to offer aid after Russia
invaded Ukraine in late February.
Within Ukraine, sisters from various communities quickly responded
to help those fleeing violence. Even before the first bombs fell, sisters from
the Order of St. Basil the Great had already taken in two families.
“We understand that this is our new mission, to welcome the
SISTERS OF THE HOLY FAMILY of Nazareth take
refugee,” Basilian Sister Lucia Murashko told CatholicPhilly.com shortly
shelter from bombing in a basement in Ukraine.
after war broke out. Her convent, the monastery of SS. Peter and Paul in
Zaporizhzhia, is in Eastern Ukraine.
Within days of the invasion, Dominican sisters in Broniszewice, Poland had arranged to take in an entire orphanage of 35
children and their caregivers. “We will not divide the children, they will stay with their Ukrainian caregivers at one location; we
will support them with more teachers and staff,” Sister Tymoteusza Gil, O.P. told Crux.
Pallotine priest Father Vyacheslav Grynevych, S.A.C. was already helping the needy as executive director of Ukraine’s
Caritas-Spes, a Catholic relief group. Since the war started, his tweets at @VGrynevych and @SpesUkrainie have given on-theground reports about life and service. He relocated, but at the war’s start, he was coordinating humanitarian relief from a
basement in Kyiv that he shared with 36 others and their pets.
SHARE YOUR SIGHTINGS

If you spot a member of a religious community in the news,
please email the details to us at mail@vocationnetwork.org.
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FIND AND FOLLOW US EVERYWHERE!

Download the app for digitalvocationguide.org.

RELIGIOUS SIGHTINGS

Religious take a hard look
at the legacy of indigenous
boarding schools

COURTESY OF RED CLOUD HIGH SCHOOL.
FROM THE 2016 RED CLOUD HIGH SCHOOL FEATHER TYING CEREMONY AND WAČHÍPI.

I

N THE WAKE of a federal investigation into harm done
by Native American boarding schools, some religious
communities have made statements expressing
regret and taken part in discussions with affected tribes.
The Sisters of the Order of St. Benedict in St. Joseph,
Minnesota, the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration,
the Jesuits, and even some religious whose communities
never ran such schools have spoken out.
“Sister Susan Rudolph, prioress of St. Benedict’s
Monastery, acknowledged this connection [to boarding
schools] and issued a formal apology to the people of
White Earth [Reservation] for the role that the sisters
played in this government effort,” states a page on the
monastery website.
The Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration
report, “We have continued reaching out, listening and
learning” from the people of Odanah, Wisconsin, where
the sisters once ran St. Mary’s Indian School.
The Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United
States has in recent years expressed sorrow over
boarding school harms as well, noting in a 2021
statement: “We regret our participation in the separation
of families and the suppression of Native languages,
cultures and sacred ways of life. While these practices
and our participation in such schools ended decades ago,
their traumatic effects have continued to reverberate.”
For 150 years, the U.S. government’s explicit policy
was to eradicate the cultures of indigenous people
by forcibly removing their children and sending them
to boarding schools. Eighty of 367 such schools were
run by Catholic institutions, with numerous religious
communities involved and abuse allegations adding to

STUDENTS at Red Cloud High School, run by the Jesuits in
South Dakota, receive congratulations following a feather
tying ceremony. While today such schools celebrate cultural
heritage, at one time, the purpose was to forcibly assimilate
Native American children.

the pain. In May 2022, the Department of the Interior
released a 106-page report of the Federal Indian
Boarding School Initiative. The report reviews the scope
and impact of the boarding schools.
Some religious orders continue to run schools for
indigenous children, but with the intent now to preserve
and celebrate indigenous cultures. Efforts at reconciliation
with Native Americans are relatively new for religious
institutes, as they are for most American institutions.
When she introduced the Federal Indian Boarding School
Initiative, Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland, who
belongs to the Pueblo of Laguna tribe, said, “I know this
process will be painful. It won’t undo the heartbreak and
loss we feel. But only by acknowledging the past can we
work toward a future that we’re all proud to embrace.”

LISTEN UP
“To be a priest hearing
confessions is to be at once
very human, exquisitely aware
of my own failings as well
as the failings I hear about,
and to be a conduit for the
divine—called and chosen
to express God’s mercy and
acceptance.”
—Father Boniface Muggli, O.S.B.
FATHER LAWRENCE LEW, O.P.
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PRAYER & DISCERNMENT

BANGKIT RISTANT, UNSPLASH

Unravel the
mystery of your call
by

Sister Julie
Vieira, I.H.M.
belongs to
the Sisters,
Servants of the
Immaculate
Heart
of
Mary based
in Monroe,
Michigan. She
is a writer,
presenter, and
spiritual guide.

OUR CALLING
may not always
be clear to us, but
we can lean into it
through prayer—
that is, our own
unique language
and relationship
with God.

Sister Julie Vieira, I.H.M.

Knowing “God’s will” is rarely, if ever, a crystal-clear process.
It is more like bike riding at night where you can only see
500 feet in front of you, with successive distances coming
into the light only as you move forward.

S

INCE YOU ARE READING this article, chances are you’re in a significant
moment in your life. You are wondering how God is calling you and how you
want to be fully alive and fully yourself. Perhaps you feel that little stirring
within you, that magnetic draw to follow your heart, but also that oh-my-God-isthis-for-real-cold-sweat fear that stops you dead in your tracks.
No worries! It is well with your soul when you have these feelings of both

12 | VISION 2023 | VocationNetwork.org
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I have always found
the simultaneous
presence of these two
things—tremendum et
fascinans—to be a good
indicator that I’m in the
discernment zone.

Code #226 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS

200 ST. FRANCIS AVE., TIFFIN OH 44883
419.447.0435
bjmiller@tiffinfranciscans.org

sfctiffin.org
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER.
Code #287 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

excitement and terror. It is what philosopher and theologian Rudolf Otto
named as mysterium tremendum et
fascinans. (You know it’s legit when
it’s in Latin!) Mysterium tremendum et
fascinans can be translated as “fearful and fascinating mystery” where
we are both attracted and fascinated
by the mystery unfolding within

14 | VISION 2023 | VocationNetwork.org

and around us, but also fearful, even
terrified, at the awesomeness and
overwhelmingness of that mystery.
I have always found the simultaneous presence of these two things—
tremendum et fascinans—to be a good
indicator that I’m in the discernment
zone. Often, as I have discerned
things in my life, these feelings come

unbidden, sneaking up on me until
I can no longer bear to pretend that
everything in my heart is normal!
I have to stop and calm myself and
say, “Oh yeah, I know this feeling,”
and then I can take steps to discern.
Other times, I know a big moment is
on the horizon, like when I graduated from university. I knew that it
would be a huge transition for me,
and I was aware that I wanted to take
each step with God. Still, tremendum
et fascinans, fear and attraction, accompanied me like a couple of good
buddies that wanted the best for me.
Whether you intentionally enter
into discernment or it sneaks up on
you, discernment is a gift of the Holy
Spirit who leads us to be aware of
and attentive to how God is moving and calling us in our life. It is a
“method for seeking to find God’s
will in concrete situations,” writes
the Jesuit priest Father Jules Toner,
S.J. in Discerning God’s Will.

Breathe and relax
The very first step of discernment is
to take a deep breath and relax into
the presence of God. This is about
your relationship with God, the one
about whom the psalmist writes,

Code #344 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

“You formed my inmost being; you
knit me in my mother’s womb,”
(Ps. 139:13). Discernment begins
with drawing close to this God and
allowing ourselves to be embraced
lovingly by God. Remember this is a
relationship, a sharing of hearts with
the One whom we love and who
loves us dearly.
Take this first step to prayer, asking God to show to you God’s love
and affection for you and to help you
in this journey of discernment.

LUCKY SEVENS
Newly ordained
priests in religious
communities in
2021 knew their
communities for an
average of seven years
before they entered.
On average, new
priests of all types first
considered priesthood
at age 17—and were
ordained 17 years later
(at age 34). Learn more
about newer men
and women religious
at nrvc.net under the
“Studies” tab.

Sort what hinders or helps
The second step of discernment is
to open ourselves to God and to sort
out the things in our life that might
be hindering our relationship with
God and those that are helping in
our relationship with God. It’s kind

JEFFREY BRUNO, JEFFREYBRUNO.COM
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GRACIOUS ADEBAYO, UNSPLASH

GOD’S WILL
can seem
unfathomable.
But always, God’s
deepest desire is
for us to flourish
and live in love.

Choose “helps” that
bring light along your
journey, and always
be open to the little
surprises of grace in
unexpected places!
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of like a spring cleaning of the soul
where we finally clear out all those
boxes—unwanted stuff for the thrift
store and strange random parts that
belonged to something we no longer
even own. Afterward we have more
spaciousness within which to move,
think clearly, and make new choices.
We also may discover hidden treasures—my old, tattered copy of A
Wrinkle in Time that I loved literally to pieces, a cross pendant from
a now-deceased, dear friend that
says, “Behold, I am with you always”
(Matt. 28:20)—things that remind us

of who we are and whose we are and
continue to support us in our life
journey.
Be active in this mental and
spiritual sorting out, and continually
move toward that which frees you to
be you and to draw close to God.

Lean into God
The third step of discernment,
now that you’ve got some spiritual
spaciousness to move around, is
to ground yourself in God, to look
at your life, your path, and your

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
We are diverse women, united in our
common desire to serve God and our
neighbor. We are committed to education
and changing lives by making known God’s
goodness throughout the world.

choices in light of God’s will. Clearly
a good idea, eh? Well, yes, as long
as your definition of clear is “clear
as mud!” Knowing “God’s will” is
rarely, if ever, a crystal-clear process.
It is more like bike riding at night
where you can only see 500 feet in
front of you, with successive distances coming into the light only as
you move forward. Everything else
remains shrouded in darkness.
But we have to remember that
God’s will is not some unknowable
Sister Nancy Wellmeier
assists an immigrant
secret that we either pass or fail.
family in Phoenix, AZ.
God’s will is more like God’s deepest
LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR INTERNATIONAL CONGREGATION AT VOCATIONS@SNDDEN.ORG
desire for us, a desire to see us flourwww.sndohio.org
www.SNDdeNEastWest.org
ish and to love God and love others,
@SistersOfNotreDamedeNamurOhio
@snddeneastwest
including all of creation. How that
@sndden.eastwest
SistersofNotreDamedeNamur
desire manifests itself is really about
how best it works in your life.
Code #065 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
God’s will may not always be
clear to us, but we can lean into it
God invites4/29/2022
us
through prayer—that is, our own
SNDdeN 2023 VISION Ad april 2022.indd 1
to
find
a
home
unique language and relationship
along the
with God, especially as God has
borders,
drawn close to us through Jesus,
in the margins,
among the
called Emmanuel, or “God with us.”
least.
We have many other things to help
our discernment too—the scripture
and tradition of the church, the
saints among us and those dwelling
now in light, and God’s revelation all
around us and within us. It is also
important to find someone who can
Where is
serve as a spiritual director, a kind of
God calling
you?
mentor in discerning God’s movement in your life.
Choose “helps” that bring light
along your journey, and always be
THE VIATORIANS
open to the little surprises of grace in
Work
for
justice
| Walk with young people | Teach the faith | Celebrate liturgy
unexpected places!

Avoid “analysis paralysis”
The fourth step of discernment is

3:05:41 PM

Join us in our life and work
The Viatorians proclaim Jesus Christ and his Gospel and raise communities
where faith is lived, deepened, and celebrated.

@ViatorianUSA | viatorians.com | vocations@viatorians.com
Code #094 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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COURTESY OF THE MARIANISTS

PART OF THE
discernment
process is talking
to a spiritually
wise friend. Here,
a college student
talks to Sister Laura
Leming, F.M.I.

Discernment is more
like an art and it should
be free-flowing,
creative, and as unique
as you are.

to not allow yourself to get stuck
in “analysis paralysis.” We’ve all
been there. We think about, pray
about, obsess about, and talk about
something so much that we end up
freezing because it feels like there
are endless options and perspectives.
When I would get stuck like this as
I was discerning a call to become
an IHM Sister, my spiritual mentor
and friend, Margaret, would quote
Frederick William Faber’s book,
Growth in Holiness, or the Progress of
the Spiritual Life:
Now is the time for courage,
now is the trial of our real
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worth. We are beginning to
travel the central regions of
the spiritual life, and they
are, on the whole, tracks of
wilderness…. The soul I am
addressing … [is] greatly
inclined to sit down and give
the matter up as hopeless….
For the love of God do not sit
down. It is all over with you if
you do.
It may feel like we are getting absolutely nowhere, Faber says, but keep
going on and trust your feet on the
ground and the horizon in the distance. That horizon, of course, is the

Holy Mystery of God, which beckons
us forward and is with us every step
of the way.
Do not be afraid, then, to act, to
take a step forward, to move out of
your comfort zone and into a space
of possibility. Do not sit down but
keep pursuing God even while God
is pursuing you.
These, then, are some of the
basic steps of discernment, ones that
easily overlap one another and are
not necessarily sequential or “one
and done.” Discernment is more like
an art and it should be free-flowing,
creative, and as unique as you are.
These steps are time-tested guides
along the way that have enriched
many.
Be assured of my prayers and the
prayers of the many people who love
you and desire that you live fully
alive and fully as yourself. =

Strong in faith, rejoicing in hope,
burning with charity, on fire with love,
in humility of heart, and persevering in prayer,
Redemptorists proclaim to people plentiful redemption.
Fr. Denis Sweeney, C.Ss.R. | dsweeneycssr@gmail.com | 443-336-1685
Fr. Peter Linh Nguyen, C.Ss.R. | quoclinhcssr@gmail.com | 267-252-2977
Fr. Chuong Cao, C.Ss.R. | chuongcssr@yahoo.com | 228-233-6413
Fr. Thomas Pham, C.Ss.R. | ttpham@redemptorists-denver.org | 832-492-0847
Br. Gerard St. Hilaire, C.Ss.R. | brothersaintg@hotmail.com | 784-528-7831
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A version of this article first appeared
as a presentation in the NRVC webinar
series “Religious Life Today: Learn it!
Love it! Live it!” Find more about the
series here: nrvc.net/webinars.
Related articles: VocationNetwork.
org, “Discernment: Three things I
pray” and “Four steps to vocation
discernment.”
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Check out these award-winning online resources at VocationNetwork.org
VOCATION MATCH
A discernment tool to help you
narrow your search for the right
vocation.
QUESTIONS CATHOLICS ASK
A regular feature shedding light on
the traditions and practices of our
rich Catholic heritage.

E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
Monthly insights on discernment
matters and help on your vocation
journey. Sign up at VocationNetwork.
org/newsletter.
VISION EVENTS CALENDAR
Postings of service, education, and
discernment opportunities in your

area. Sign up to receive alerts from
communities that interest you at
vocationnetwork.org/en/events.
TAKE FIVE FOR FAITH
Daily faith formation for busy Catholics.
SPIRITUALITY QUIZ
Insights into your spirituality type.

VocationNetwork.org | VISION 2023 | 19

PRAYER & DISCERNMENT

My portable prayer life
by

Sister Graciela Colon, S.C.C.

I used to think prayer only happened in a chapel, but my ideas
about connecting to God have become wider and deeper.
Sister Graciela
Colon, S.C.C.
belongs to the
Sisters of Christian Charity and
ministers as an
immigration
lawyer in New
York City.

“My hands at work; my heart with God.” —Blessed Pauline Von Mallinckrodt

W
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HEN I FIRST ENTERED the convent, I had very narrow views about
prayer. As time passed and prayer became an essential part of my daily
life, my view on it started to evolve. Prayer is about our relationship

OLESYA GRICHINA, UNSPLASH

IT WASN’T
automatic, but
over time, Sister
Graciela Colon,
S.C.C. came
to find God in
the beauty of
nature.
Code #001 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

with God, and prayer can happen
anywhere, at any time, and in any
way. The key is to be connected to
God and bring God into everything
we do. Religious life has brought me
to a point where everything I do is
imbued with prayer.
As a young woman in formation, I thought that prayer was only

when I sat down in chapel to pray,
especially with other sisters. Just as
a married couple finds their relationship deepening and maturing over
the years, so it is with prayer and our
relationship with God.
Growing up in New York City,
I did not experience much of God’s
nature except when I went to Central

Park. Then I entered the convent and
left the familiarity of the big city for
a small town in New Jersey. Nature
is all around us at our motherhouse
in Mendham, New Jersey. At first,
I didn’t appreciate it. I missed the
sirens, the concrete, the noisy subways. I disliked sleeping with my
window open. The sounds of animals
VocationNetwork.org | VISION 2023 | 21

DEBERARR

bothered me. Raging fire engines I
could sleep with, crickets kept me
awake.

Learning to marvel at creation
As the days turned into weeks,
months, and years away from an
urban area, my views on prayer, city
noises, and nature began to change.
Every summer, we made a silent
retreat. I came to crave the silence of
those retreats because, being con-
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stantly surrounded by other sisters, it
was nice not to have to think of what
to say at meals. With each passing
year, as I became more accustomed
to my surroundings in those long
hours of silence, it was impossible
not to marvel at God’s creation.
Sometimes the sisters would
play classical music at meals during silent retreats. I looked out the
window, and as I saw deer leaping
through the fields, it seemed like
they were dancing. I became aware

of my smallness in the vast expanse
of God’s creation. All this nature and
beauty helped me connect with God
in ways I had never experienced before. I could sit on a porch looking
out at a vibrant field with animals
running and birds flying about, and
right there in front of me was an opportunity to just be with God. The
way everything just worked together
to sustain nature made me realize
that God is truly in everything and
everywhere. In silence and nature, I

FACES ON CITY
streets are part
of what moves
Colon to prayer.
She often
finds herself
commending to
God the people
she sees.

found myself constantly in conversation with God. My favorite moments
now are when I get to sit in nature,
talk to God, and marvel the creator’s
handiwork.

God’s face on the street
Today, I am back in New York City,
getting accustomed to the sights and
sounds of the city once again. I now
see God not only in nature—what
little there is—but in the many peo-

We don’t need to be in a
particular place to pray,
to connect with God. God
is all around us, in every
nook and cranny
of our lives.
ple I encounter each day. Here in the
mentally ill, addicted, suffering, and
rushing masses, God is present, too.
Now faced with so much suffering
around me, I find myself constantly
praying, constantly aching with God
for God’s people. I can look at my
fellow suffering human beings and
see them as God would see them. As
I walk the streets of New York City,
I pray for each passing face. In this
way, my life is immersed in prayer.
It has all made me see that we
don’t need to be in a particular place
to pray, to connect with God. God
is all around us, in every nook and
cranny of our lives. Yes, praying in
church, attending Mass, and praying before the Blessed Sacrament are
important. After all, Jesus said where
two or three are gathered in my
name, there I am. But we can take
prayer with us. In the difficult moments of life, connection with God
in prayer can be that which sustains
us, helping us to keep going. For me,
as Blessed Pauline Von Mallinckrodt,
the foundress of my congregation
once said, “What water is to the fish,
that prayer is to the religious.” =
Related articles:
VocationNetwork.org, “A user’s guide
on the ways to pray” and “5 ways to
better prayer.”

So, you’ve
thought about
life as a sister.
What now?

We would ♥ to talk!
Contact Sr. Judy Blizzard
734-718-0632
Vocation@FelicianSisters.org

FelicianSistersNA.org/Vocation
Code #025 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

Daughters of
Our Lady of the Garden
I am celebrating 25 years of Religious Life.
rough these years I realized that
guiding other people to God
I gain my own salvation and eternal life.
Isn't that true happiness?
-SR. ELIDA OCAMPOS, F.M.H.

Are you ready to step forward
and join us in this Adventure?
Contact us: vocationfmh@gmail.com
Visit us: www.sistersfmh.org
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RELIGIOUS LIFE

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND WALES, FLICKR

A FRANCISCAN
friar helps
prepare a meal
for the needy.
Service to others
is a hallmark of
apostolic religious
communities,
as well as
communities
that are a hybrid
and include an
apostolic element.

The four main types
of religious life
by

Sister Katia
Chavez, S.J.S.
belongs to the
Sister Servants
of the Blessed
Sacrament. She
ministers in a
parish in Bonita,
California and
serves on her
community’s
vocation team.

Sister Katia Chavez, S.J.S.

Leer en español en la página 94.

Thanks to the endless creativity of the Holy Spirit, religious
life consists of many communities, each with its own
distinctions. Amid the variety are essentially four main
types of institutes.

C

ONSECRATED LIFE is about revealing God’s loving care and mercy in all
sorts of places and circumstances. The variety of religious communities
expresses different dimensions of God’s love for people. They reflect the
various ways that the gifts of the Holy Spirit have poured forth throughout centuries, be it in quiet contemplation or by proclaiming the gospel to people at the
margins of society. As the church document Lumen Gentium (Light of the Nations)
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COURTESY OF THE SISTER SERVANTS OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Code #337 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

puts it, “by their unswerving and
humble faithfulness in their chosen
consecration [religious] render generous services of all kinds.”
Amid this variety, four basic
types of religious communities exist:
monastic, cloistered contemplative,
apostolic, and missionary. The different types of religious communities
spring from a rich history of consecrated life going all the way back to
the earliest days of the church.

Monastic life
Within the early church were those
who lived a countercultural life of
prayer and community in the desert
or outside a city. These groupings
were the origins of what is known
today as monastic religious life.
Members of monastic institutes are
called monks and nuns. They live
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THE SISTER Servants
of the Blessed
Sacrament are a
mixture of apostolic
and contemplative
styles of religious life.
Here the community
prepares for
Eucharistic Adoration.

a contemplative life where prayer
and communal living are central,
and they undertake work or ministry that fits their way of life. They
may be either enclosed or free to
minister outside the monastery, but
they live “in stability,” (to use their
language) to a particular monastic
community. Within this community,

they follow regular times of communal prayer throughout the day, based
on the psalms and prayers that
make up the long-standing church
prayer practice called the Divine
Office. While not all monastics are
Benedictines, most follow some
form of the Rule of St. Benedict, a
text written in the year 529 that

The nature of apostolic
religious communities is
love and service in the
name of the church.

describes monastic virtues such as
obedience and humility and lays out
guidance for daily living.
Examples of monastic communities include Benedictines, Augustinians, Norbertines, Visitation Nuns,
and Bridgittines.

Cloistered contemplative life
This way of life is a variant of the
monastic form. Cloistered communities maintain the practice of
withdrawing from “the world” and
from outside ministry to live a life
entirely dedicated to contemplation.
Members rarely leave the property of
their monasteries. Here’s how Verbi
Sponsa, a 1999 church document
about contemplative life, describes
it: “In a specific and radical way,
cloistered contemplatives conform
to Christ Jesus in prayer on the
mountain and to his Paschal Mystery,
which is death for the sake of resurrection…. Their life is a reminder
to all Christian people of the fundamental vocation of everyone to come
to God.” Contemplative nuns and
monks dedicate periods of the day
to silence, solitude, Mass, and the
Divine Office. Most also engage in
on-site work to support themselves,
such as growing food and making
altar breads.
Examples of cloistered contemplatives are Discalced Carmelites,
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What do I desire?
Where is God calling me?
What are the needs of the world today?
How do I like to serve others?
How do I like to pray?

vocations@csasisters.org
csasisters.org
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Poor Clares, Cistercians, Trappists,
and various Benedictine and Dominican communities of priests and nuns.

Apostolic life
A third major type of consecrated life
is apostolic religious congregations,
which developed later than the first

two types and describes most religious institutes. Apostolic groups are
focused on outward ministry. They
often exercise charity as expressed in
Matthew 25: Feed the hungry, visit
the sick and imprisoned, shelter the
homeless, bury the dead, and clothe
the naked. The nature of apostolic
religious communities is love and
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The missionary vocation
can involve risk-taking,
sometimes proclaiming
the gospel in difficult
environments.

Brothers, Priests of the Sacred Heart,
Congregation of Holy Cross, Providence Sisters, Presentation Sisters,
Marists, and Marianists.

Missionary life
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service in the name of the church.
The gifts, or charisms, these religious
possess differ according to the graces
each is allotted. Administrators have
the gift of leadership, teachers can
impart new knowledge, preachers
have the gift of stirring speech, and
so on.
For members of these religious
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institutes, ministry springs from an
intimate union with God, nurtured
in community and prayer. This love
is transmitted to those they serve.
Examples of apostolic communities include Paulists, Jesuits, Vincentians, Sisters of Mercy, Sisters of
Charity, Sisters of St. Joseph, Dominicans, Christian Brothers, Alexian

The fourth main type of consecrated
life is missionary religious institutes.
These institutes are committed to
proclaiming the gospel, strictly following Jesus’ commission to “Go
into the whole world and proclaim
the gospel to every creature” (Mark
16:15). In keeping with their calling
of evangelization, missionary men
and women frequently dedicate their
lives to humanitarian projects in different countries, underserved areas,
or among non-evangelized people,
respecting the diversity of cultures,
races, and faith traditions. The missionary vocation can involve risktaking, sometimes proclaiming the
gospel in difficult environments.
Examples of missionary institutes include the Divine Word
Missionaries, Maryknolls, Spiritans,
Missionaries of the Precious Blood,
Missionaries of Charity, Combonis,
and Columbans.
I’ve focused here on four main types
of consecrated life—monastic, cloistered contemplative, apostolic, and
missionary—but it’s helpful to know
that some groups are a hybrid of two
or more of these types. The community I belong to, Sister Servants

of the Blessed Sacrament, is not
precisely any of these four types but
rather a mix of contemplative and
apostolic.
As you learn about these different forms of consecrated life,
remember, the Lord calls each of us
by name. I encourage you to seek
the way of life that best speaks to
your heart and talents. Do not be
afraid to give your all to the Lord!
And remember, God does not call
the qualified, but God qualifies those
who are called. =
A version of this article first appeared
as a presentation in the NRVC webinar
series “Religious Life Today: Learn it!
Love it! Live it!” Find more about the
series here: nrvc.net/webinars.
Related article: VocationNetwork.org,
“9 things religious life has to offer.”

COURTESY OF SISTER KELLY WILLIAMS, R.S.M.
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FUN HAIR DAY
“Happy Saturday!
Welcome to Saturday
Sister Surprise!” With
those words, Sister
Kelly Williams, R.S.M.
begins a weekly comedy
ritual in which she cues
Instagram followers to
guess what preposterous
items she’ll pull from
her bountiful hair. In the
Instagram clip shown
here, she plucked out a
snowball. Williams says
she began early in the
pandemic to “bring a little joy amidst what has become a long
and hard season.” See her on Instagram @kellyspricht.
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RELIGIOUS LIFE

COURTESY OF THE BASILIAN FATHERS

MEMBERS of
religious orders
of priests
naturally are
involved in the
liturgical life
of the church.
Father Paul
English, C.S.B.
reviews material
prior to a
liturgy.

A charism encourages
a caring ministry

by Brother Kyle Mena, F.S.C.
Leer en español en la página 98.

Brother Kyle
Mena, F.S.C. is
a De La Salle
Christian Brother who has
taught science
and theology at
the high school
level and currently ministers
at Central Catholic High School
in Pittsburgh.

A community’s spiritual personality—or charism—shapes the
way members spend their days and conduct their ministries.

M

Y JOURNEY into religious life began with a construction project in
my college dorm. As jackhammers rang outside, I sought refuge in the
chapel and in campus events, including events run by campus ministry. I was running away from the noise, but before I knew it, my faith began to
flourish.
On top of that, during my college years I providentially met a De La Salle
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Serving the sick and the poor with the

Vocation Director

osf.sister@gmail.com । 309-699-9313 #2
franciscansisterspeoria.org

Sister Teresa Paul, O.S.F.

COURTESY OF THE FELICIAN SISTERS OF NORTH AMERICA

greatest care and love
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Looking to do what
you were meant to do?

Have FAITH to dare
HOPE to seek &
COURAGE to venture!
We did!

Come join us!
CONTACT
SISTER KATHLEEN BRANHAM, O.S.F.
KBRANHAM@OLDENBURGOSF.COM

FRANCISCAN
SISTERS
OF OLDENBURG
OLDENBURGFRANCISCANS.ORG
Code #167 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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A FELICIAN SISTER gives
someone a hug. A loving
gesture fits into all
charisms, but those with
external service as part
of their charism are more
likely to be involved with
ministries “in the world,”
such as education or
parish work.

Christian Brother. He opened up
some new opportunities for me,
including inviting me to meet other
young men also interested in religious life, extending an invitation to
live in their community, and inviting me to lead community service
projects for high school-aged young

men. Through these experiences and
others, I began to understand that
ministry flows from charism, which
is the spirituality or personality of a
religious institute.
The NRVC 2020 Study on Recent
Vocations to Religious Life found that
charism and mission are two of the

Code #105 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

key things that draw young people
toward religious life. In a discussion
about charisms and ministries with
fellow religious, we came up with
the following ideas that we have
found to be true as we live out our
vocations.

1) Ministry flows from charism.
Therefore, when discerning
a vocation with a particular
community, it is important to
see how the charism is lived out
in daily life.
Some religious communities have
very specific charisms that define
their ministry. Having just completed the early part of my entrance
to the Brothers of the Christian
Schools, I know the Lasallian

charism emphasizes human and
Christian education for the poor.
That means our charism is specifically tied to education. Not all
charisms have such an overt connection to ministry. But some do.
Other groups that have ministerially
defined charisms are the Alexian
Brothers, whose charism and ministries are focused on healing and
healthcare, and the Little Sisters of
the Poor, whose charism and ministries are focused on homes for the
aged.
Many religious communities
have charisms that do not necessarily define the ministry, but they
often give it a particular twist.
For example, an institute’s overall
charism may be focused on mercy
and hospitality but not specify any
particular ministry that defines the

Ministry flows from
charism, which is the
spirituality or personality
of a religious institute.
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www.smafathers.org

COME LIVE OUT YOUR MISSIONARY VOCATION WITH US!

vocations@smafathers.org

@SMAFathers

Priests, Priest Associates and Lay Associates working in 17 countries in Africa
Code #136 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

Ministry involves
the acceptance that
there is a need
to be met by sharing
one’s gifts in an act
of service.
and spirits of various communities
and members. It serves as a uniting
force. Keeping in mind again that
ministry flows from charism, this
uniting force of charism has been
passed on for centuries, overlapping
numerous generations of members
within religious communities and
giving birth to various ministries.
But how is this possible?

2) Charism is both a natural
part of members and
something the community
intentionally nourishes and
cultivates.

Code #574 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

religious community. Much like the
“family spirit” found within one’s
immediate family and extended family, groups such as the Dominicans
and Franciscans may have similar
roots but each with a unique expression of their charismatic gift. Brother
Steven Vasoli, F.S.C. states, “Mem-
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bers of religious communities seek
to engage in ministries that they see
as encompassing this charism and
attempt to bring the charism into
their ministry.”
No matter the approach,
charism is a gift of the Holy Spirit
to the church found in the hearts

In a conversation with veteran
vocation director Sister Charlene
Henrinckx, S.S.M.O., she pointed
out, “Candidates are not taught
the charism but instead they were
attracted to a community because
the candidate, with his/her [own]
charism, resonates with that of the
community.” I like that insight, so
let me repeat it: People who are accepted into a religious community
already have the charism of that
community. That’s why they were

naturally attracted to the community
in the first place. The community
recognized their own charism in
these applicants, and so they accepted them.
Personally, it has been the brothers’ genuine humility and zeal for
the mission and ministry of education that has led me to form natural
connections and relationships with
older brothers over the years. Having
taught with brothers and sisters alike
in a number of high school ministries, I know the passion and success
of a ministry that flows from charism.

3) Ministry is bigger and richer
than a necessary task.
Father Raymond Carey spoke to the
members of the 2020-2021 InterCongregational Novitiate program
on the importance and value of
cultivating ethical and professional
relationships in our ministries.
He emphasized that ministry is
not merely a job or way of making
sure you contribute back to your
community. Ministry involves the
acceptance that there is a need to be
met by sharing one’s gifts in an act
of service. A thriving ministry has at
its center members who exude positive qualities focused on the bigger
picture, and who have trust and
faith in God and each other.
I attribute my outlook on ministry to my role models who have
taught me that ministry is a simple

act of embracing the call to enter
into a relationship with those to
whom you are ministering, as well
as with your colleagues, both lay
and religious. Ministry has become
an extension of my own family, my
original community. My family has
always encouraged me to be authentic, genuine, and faithful to God as
a disciple of Christ. They serve as
a constant reminder to continually
embrace the values of respect and
service to one another as brothers
and sisters in Christ.
I hope that these few thoughts
on charism and ministry help bring
you some clarity, peace, and support as you continue to think about
the journey ahead. I’ve had quite a
journey, starting with those early
days in college when I first met my
community until this moment of
sharing insights about religious life.
A great friend and mentor once told
me, “Don’t look at it as a big commitment. View it instead as a series
of intimate, daily commitments to
God, yourself, and others. Every day,
another yes to continuing to try out
the consecrated life.” =
A version of this article first appeared
as a presentation in the NRVC webinar
series “Religious Life Today: Learn it!
Love it! Live it!” Find more about the
series here: nrvc.net/webinars.
Related article: VocationNetwork.org,
“What is charism?”

vocations@providence.org
206.979.0577
sistersofprovidence.net
Code #067 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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COURTESY OF SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE OF SAINT-MARY-OF-THE-WOODS

Community life:
A place to call home
by

Father Luis
Romero, C.M.
is a Vincentian
priest who
serves as vocation director
for the eastern
province of his
community.

Father Luis Romero, C.M.

HAVING PEOPLE who
support you in good
times and bad is
one of the beautiful
parts of religious
community life. Here,
Sister Emily TeKolste,
S.P. (left) greets Sister
Barbara Doherty, S.P.

Leer en español en la página 104.

My community has become a place where I feel loved,
accepted, and supported. It is also a place where I can
experience healing.

T

HE TOPIC OF RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY is both interesting and challenging. Since our creation, God designed humankind to be relational.
None of us were intended to live the Christian life alone. Scripture calls
us to love one another as Jesus loves us. It, therefore, challenges us to commit
ourselves to life together as the People of God.
Religious communities of Christians living together are one way of following
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the mind of God. Religious communities are meant to be gifts of God,
offering those who enter them the
opportunity to live a rich and demanding life together. They provide
a path for sharing with all people our
common life in Christ.
The church finds the ultimate
source of its life and action in the
Most Holy Trinity, three persons, Father, Son and Spirit, existing with one
mind and heart, bonded together by
unlimited love. God wishes us to live
and enjoy that love also. The Father,
Son, and Spirit give themselves to us,
too, so that we might love one another as they love one another. Jesus
shows us that love and continues to
lead us.
As religious, each of us expresses
that love as we share our common
life in our varied religious congregations. We live together, pray together,

and do ministry together. Despite our
differences and challenges, we strive
to grow in holiness through friendship and fraternity, serving the People
of God as we support one another.

Brothers who are there for me
For me, a religious community is
where I can feel supported in ministry. Whenever I feel down or have
any kind of struggles in my ministry,
my brothers in the community are
always there for me.
Let us now look at the New Testament, particularly at the Acts of the
Apostles. There we find a description
of what community is and why it is
important to live community well.
They devoted themselves to
the teaching of the apostles
and to the communal life, to

the breaking of the bread and
to the prayers. Awe came upon
everyone, and many wonders
and signs were done through
the apostles. All who believed
were together and had all
things in common; they would
sell their property and possessions and divide them among
all according to each one’s
need (Acts 2:42-45).
This passage is a small portion of a
whole chapter that shows what community life looked like in the first
Christian communities. It shows that
they were very docile to the movement of the Holy Spirit.
For centuries religious communities of men and women have turned
to these narratives in the Acts of the
Apostles for a model of what it means
to live in community. Common
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COURTESY OF MISSIONARY SERVANTS OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

A COMMUNITY provides the
structure to do meaningful
ministry with others. Father
Edwin Dill, S.T. (left) and
Father Aro Varnabas, S.T.,
members of the Missionary
Servants of the Most Holy
Trinity, are dedicated to the
institute’s missionary focus.

In community we
know that whatever
difficulties we have,
we experience them
together in Christ.
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life gives us the opportunity to live
with people committed to the same
mission and charism—a group of
brothers or sisters who will support,
encourage, and love us in any circumstance. In community we know
that whatever difficulties we have, we
experience them together in Christ.
The 1994 Vatican document
Congregavit nos in unum Christi
amor (Fraternal Life in Community)
states: “Within a truly fraternal community, each member has a sense of
co-responsibility for the faithfulness
of the others; each one contributes
to a serene climate of sharing life, of
understanding, and of mutual help,

each is attentive to the moments of
fatigue, suffering, isolation, or lack
of motivation in others; each offers
support to those who are saddened
by difficulties and trials.”

Failures, yes,
but reconciliation, too
From my own experience, after living in community for some years, I
can say how blessed I am to belong
to the Vincentian community of
priests and brothers. My community has become a place where I feel
loved, accepted, and supported. It is
also a place where I can experience

healing. If I fail, my mistakes can be
redeemed. If I am wounded by life, I
will always have someone to be there
for me.
Let me finish by listing four
values for living in community taken
from canon law:
1. The community becomes a
mutual support for all.
2. We are united as a special
family in Christ.
3. By communion as brothers
and sisters we are rooted and
founded in charity.
4. As members of a community we are called to be an
example of the universal reconciliation given us in Christ.
Know that whoever you are, as you
read this article to better understand
religious community life and continue your discernment, you will be
in my prayers. God calls us each by
name, and the Christian journey is
meant to be lived together. How will
you live your Christian calling? =

Code #227 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

A version of this article first appeared
as a presentation in the NRVC webinar
series “Religious Life Today: Learn it!
Love it! Live it!” Find more about the
series here: nrvc.net/webinars.
Related article: VocationNetwork.org,
“Living the good life in community.”
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Check out these award-winning online resources at VocationNetwork.org
VOCATION MATCH
A discernment tool to help you
narrow your search for the right
vocation.
QUESTIONS CATHOLICS ASK
A regular feature shedding light on
the traditions and practices of our
rich Catholic heritage.

E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
Monthly insights on discernment
matters and help on your vocation
journey. Sign up at VocationNetwork.
org/newsletter.
VISION EVENTS CALENDAR
Postings of service, education, and
discernment opportunities in your

area. Sign up to receive alerts from
communities that interest you at
vocationnetwork.org/en/events.
TAKE FIVE FOR FAITH
Daily faith formation for busy Catholics.
SPIRITUALITY QUIZ
Insights into your spirituality type.
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7th

8th

480-547 | Saint Benedict of Nursia founds monasteries and
writes his Rule for monks, still used today. Benedict’s twin sister,
Saint Scholastica, heads a community of women. She is later
named the patron saint of nuns.
500-600 | Living in community
becomes the dominant form
of religious life and spreads to
France, Germany, and Italy.

First show them in
deeds rather than
words all that is
good and holy.
—SAINT BENEDICT

500-1600 | Monasteries in Europe maintain the
literature of the ancient world, and Christian scripture is
preserved. Larger monasteries are centers of cultural and economic activity, harboring
schools, hospitals, guest houses, and farms.

9th

910 | Benedictine Abbey of Cluny in central France spearheads
reform of the medieval church and produces leaders, including
monks who become bishops and popes.

10th
ILLUMINATED
BIBLE, 1390

1121-1134 | Saint Norbert combines a monastic regimen with parish work,
foreshadowing the coming of the mendicant, or begging, orders and their service in
cities. A double monastery of canons and nuns is established
at Prémontré, France. The Norbertine Third Order, or lay
association—the first of its kind—is founded. Often referred to
as associates, tertiaries, lay associates, or secular tertiaries, such
associations continue today.
1150-1244 | Mendicant religious orders emerge. In contrast to
the previous emphasis on contemplative life and stability, members
are free to travel to preach the gospel and respond to the needs
of the poor. The four major mendicant orders are the Carmelites (1150), Franciscans
(1209), Dominicans (1216), and Augustinians (1244).
NORBERTINES

RENAISSANCE & REFORMATION

Be who God meant
you to be and you
will set the world
on fire.
—SAINT CATHERINE

1517 | Augustinian priest Martin Luther proposes his 95
Theses for church reform in Wittenberg, Germany, resulting in his excommunication
and symbolically beginning the Protestant Reformation and its accompanying social
and religious upheaval.

16th

1534-85 | Saint Teresa of Ávila and Saint John of the Cross,
influential mystics and writers, begin their reform of the Carmelite
order in Spain.

SAINT TERESA
& SAINT JOHN

1540 | Jesuits are founded by Saint Ignatius of Loyola. Their
efforts in education and mission continue to wield global
influence. Missionary activities of Jesuits, Dominicans, Franciscans,
and Augustinians expand to all parts of the world.

1545-63 | Council of Trent encourages renewal of
religious orders and new forms of religious life.

18th

20th

21st

Go to the poor:
you will find God.

—VINCENT DE PAUL
1540-1850 | Establishment and growth of apostolic
religious communities that emphasize serving the needs of the poor, especially
through education and medical care. With Saint Vincent de Paul, Saint Louise de
Marillac forms the first community of non-cloistered sisters (1633). Many religious
institutes are founded to meet social needs in the wake of the French Revolution
and other European conflicts. Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton founds the first apostolic
community of women in the United States in 1809.
1890-1965 | Servant of God Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange
establishes the first African-American women’s religious
community in 1891; Charles Uncles is ordained the first black
priest in the U.S. and founds the Josephite order in 1893. Rerum
Novarum (1891), the foundational document for Catholic social
teaching, calls on clergy, religious, and laity to advocate for justice
and social equality. With 180,000 religious women and 42,000
SERVANT OF GOD religious men by 1965, U.S. religious reach their peak.
MOTHER LANGE

19th

century

1098-1300 | Cistercian order (Trappists) greatly increases in
number and influence with the help of French monk Saint Bernard of Clairvaux. In
1125 the first Cistercian monastery for women is established in Dijon, France.

1368 | Catherine of Siena enters
public life after years spent in solitude as a
tertiary Dominican. She champions spiritual reform and
church unity and has the ear of the pope. Named a doctor
of the church—one of four women so designated.

1947 | Pope Pius XII encourages the formation of secular institutes, a distinct form
of consecrated life that vows poverty, obedience, and chastity without communal life.
1962-65 | Second Vatican Council convenes bishops worldwide
to address calls to reform the church. Religious communities are
urged to return to their original charism, or guiding spirit, as well
as to respond to the needs of the times. All aspects of Catholic
life, including consecrated life, experience significant change.

3rd millennium

nttuurryy
cceen

12th

2nd millennium

11th

1050-1150 | Camaldolese and Carthusian hermit and
contemplative monks are founded by Saint Romuald (in Italy)
and Saint Bruno (in the French Alps). Both continue to this day.

Reaction & Revival

400-500 | Surge of monastic communities. In 470 Saint Brigid establishes Kildare
Abbey in Ireland, a monastery for monks and nuns.

ENLIGHTENMENT

6th

1209 | Saint Francis of Assisi founds a new order. In 1212
Saint Clare joins him and establishes a community for women
(Poor Clares). She is the first woman to write rules for monastic
life. Over the centuries diverse Franciscan men’s and women’s
communities emerge, with members exercising influence as
teachers and evangelizers and promoting piety practices, such as
the Christmas crèche, Angelus, and Stations of the Cross.

1242 | Saint Thomas Aquinas joins the Dominicans in 1242.
Among the greatest theologians, study of his works is required for
those seeking ordination or entrance in religious life.

17th

Catholic Social Teachings

354-430 | Saint Augustine of Hippo writes rules for monks
and nuns during his early years as a bishop in North Africa and
founds monasteries focused on prayer, reading, and manual
labor. Shapes Christian philosophy and theology for the ages.

SAINT BRIGID

EARLY MIDDLE AGES Councils, Church Fathers & Mothers

347-420 | Saint Jerome, scholar
and Bible translator, moves to Bethlehem where he sets up and
lives in a monastery. One of many men and women religious who
have been named doctors of the church for their contributions
to theology and spiritual practice.

14th

15th

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

4th

The human being is
an animal who has
received the vocation
to become God.
—SAINT BASIL

Civil Rights, Human Rights, Social Movements

329-379 | Saint Basil establishes large communities of
monks in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey). As bishop of
Caesarea, Basil has his monks engage in the apostolic
work of teaching and pastoral care.

INFORMATION AGE Vatican II, Liturgical Reform,

292-348 | Pachomius, a contemporary of Saint Anthony, creates
SAINT ANTHONY a model for a cenobitic, or common, way of life based on the early
Christian communities sharing goods in common and praying
together. The first true monastery is established in Tabenna, Egypt.

3rd

SAINT AUGUSTINE

EARLY CHURCH Apostles, Martyrs, Desert Fathers & Mothers

251-356 | Saint Anthony the Great heeds the gospel call to sell
all he has, serve the poor, and live a life of asceticism. He takes up
residence in the Egyptian desert to live in solitude and prayer. His
story inspires other men and women to live as hermits, from the
Greek cremeites, meaning “desert dwellers.”

2nd

5th

HIGH MIDDLE AGES Great Schism (1054), Crusades

50-65 | Letters of Saint Paul refer to distinct groupings in the early church,
including groups of celibate women and men dedicated to prayer and charity.

13th

SAINT FRANCIS &
SAINT CLARE

33 | Jesus begins his public ministry and invites all he encounters to “Come,
follow me” (Luke 18:22).

century

century

1st millennium

1st

LATE MIDDLE AGES Church Schools

Timeline of religious life through the ages

2009 | Ground-breaking Study on Recent Vocations to Religious
Life (NRVC/CARA) sets benchmarks for the new millennium. The
2020 follow-up study confirms that after a steep decline in the
late 20th century, entries to religious life remain steady.

The purpose of
the religious life
is to help the
members follow
Christ and be
united to God
through the
profession of
the evangelical
counsels (chastity,
poverty, and
obedience).
—PERFECTAE
CARITATIS

2013-23 | Pope Francis, a Jesuit, draws attention to religious
life when he is elected in 2013. He is one of 34 religious institute
members to become pope. The church designates 2015 as
the Year of Consecrated Life, and in 2018 Francis convenes
an international synod of bishops on “Young people, the faith, and vocational
discernment.” The 2023 World Youth Day marks the 15th international gathering of
youth, lay ministers, clergy, and religious first convened by Saint John Paul II in 1986.
Ongoing | In response to God’s call, people continue to discern religious vocations,
enter religious life, and found new religious communities.
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Basic terms | Types | Way of life
Vo.ca.tion \ vō-´kā-shən\ noun: a summons or strong inclination to a particular state or course of
action, especially a divine call to the religious life; a response to one’s baptismal call to follow Jesus
as a disciple in a life of holiness and service. From Latin vocatio, meaning “summons,” and earlier
vocare, meaning “to call,” from vox, meaning “voice.”

TYPES OF RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS
APOSTOLIC In the context of consecrated religious life,
apostolic religious communities are engaged for the most part in
active ministries. While prayer and community life are important
to them, their members serve in a variety of ways: teaching,
parish ministry, healthcare, social work, care for the elderly,
work with young people, service to the poor, and many others.
CLOISTERED Contemplative religious communities are often
cloistered or partially cloistered—that is, they live separated from
the rest of the world to be more focused on prayer, including
prayer for the needs of the world. As cloistered religious they
rarely leave their monasteries, and all or most of their work is done
within the monastery itself, depending on the degree to which they
are cloistered.

“Calling of Peter and Andrew.” From Sermons by Maurice de Sully, c. 1320-1330,
Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale de France

WOMEN AND MEN IN RELIGIOUS LIFE
SISTER A woman religious who professes public vows to an
apostolic, or active, religious institute, distinct from a nun, who lives
an enclosed, contemplative life. Sisters have a legacy of dedicating
their prayer and ministry to serving wherever the need is greatest,
particularly with the abandoned, neglected, and underserved.
NUN Although people use the terms nun and sister
interchangeably, technically a nun belongs to a contemplative
order, lives in a cloister, and devotes the majority of her time to
prayer for the good of the world.
BROTHER A brother publicly professes vows to God and models
his commitment by serving others as a minister of mercy and
compassion in ways that express the charism of his religious
institute. Striving to imitate Christ by living the gospel, brothers
relate to others as Jesus did, as a brother.
PRIEST A religious priest professes vows in a religious institute
and is ordained through the sacrament of Holy Orders. A religious,
or order, priest is accountable to his major superior and the other
members of his community, as well as to the local bishop and the
people he serves in a wide array of ministries. Religious priests
take vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, and any additional
vows of their community. A diocesan priest is ordained through
the sacrament of Holy Orders to serve the local church primarily
through parish ministry in a specific diocese (or archdiocese). He
is accountable to his bishop and the people he serves. A diocesan
priest makes promises of obedience and celibacy to his bishop.
He does not take a vow of poverty or commit to live in community.

CONTEMPLATIVE Contemplative religious communities focus
on daily communal prayer, especially the Mass and Liturgy of
the Hours, and individual prayer, such as lectio divina, which
is the prayerful reading of scripture. They tend to live in
greater solitude than apostolic communities so that they can
better direct their prayer and work toward contemplation,
though some communities that consider themselves
contemplative are engaged in some active apostolic ministries.
MONASTIC Monastic communities fall somewhere between
apostolic and cloistered. Monastic men and women place a
high value on prayer and living in community life, but many
are also engaged in active ministries, such as preaching,
teaching, and spiritual direction. Monasticism centers on
community life, work, and common and individual prayer.
MISSIONARY Missionary communities focus on promoting the
gospel in other countries or areas of their own country where the
church is not yet present in a robust form. Missionaries serve in
many different places in such ministries as preaching, teaching,
advocacy, social services, and other forms of witness.

WAY OF LIFE
CHARISM A religious community’s spirit, way of life, and focus,
which grows out of its history, traditions, and founder. From the Greek
charisma meaning “gift,” charism guides decisions about mission.
VOWS As members of religious communities, priests, sisters,
and brothers take vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience. Many
communities add a fourth or fifth vow related to their charism. In
most religious communities new members take temporary vows for a
specified length of time—and they may renew those temporary vows.
The final, binding step is to profess perpetual, or final, vows.
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Process | Questions | Prayers
PROCESS TO ENTER
DISCERNMENT The process of reflecting and praying
about how to respond to God’s call to follow Jesus Christ
as his disciple in a particular way of life. This time often
involves spiritual direction, wise counsel, and holy reading.
FORMATION Education and spiritual development that takes
place during the early months of joining a religious community.
POSTULANT A man or woman requesting and still discerning
membership in a religious community before becoming a novice.
The period of postulancy usually lasts six months to two years.
NOVICE A man or woman taking part in the initial stage of
entering a religious community. The novice is typically involved
in discernment, preparation, and formation activities, including
studying the community’s charism, history, constitution, and way of
life. This period usually lasts from 12 to 24 months and is called the
novitiate. At its end, novices may go on to take their first profession
of vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.
PROFESSION The religious rite in which a person formally enters
a religious community by making public vows of poverty, chastity,
and obedience, among others. Typically religious make first
profession and then three to nine years later perpetual profession,
or final vows.

COMMON QUESTIONS
How can I enter religious life and how long does it take?
Joining a religious community actually takes some time—typically
three to nine years—and involves several stages. While these vary in
name, length of time, and format, the basic stages include: contact,
candidacy, novitiate, vows. In addition, becoming a religious priest
generally takes four years of college, followed by several more years of
study at a college or university seminary for educating and preparing
men of a particular religious institute or diocese for priesthood.
How important is prayer in religious life?
Prayer is central to religious life. Many priests, sisters, and brothers
spend about two hours a day praying at Mass, Liturgy of the Hours,
the Rosary, or reading and reflecting on readings from the Bible alone
or in a group. Whatever shape it takes, prayer helps the pray-er keep
aware of God’s activity in daily life.
Do men and women religious work?
Just like most adults, men and women religious spend a portion
of each day working, some in paid jobs related to their charism,
others in the ministry of their religious institute. The work of
religious sisters, brothers, priests, and nuns often centers around
serving others, be they students, families preparing to celebrate
the sacraments, or people in need, such as the sick, elderly,
imprisoned, or vulnerable. Men and women in religious life try
to share their lives with others and reveal Christ in all they do.
After you enter religious life, what happens if you are
attracted to others in a romantic way or fall in love?
Sisters, brothers, priests, and nuns still experience normal human
needs, feelings, and desires. As celibate people they choose to

channel those feelings into other healthy directions. They very much
want and need friendships, but they work at remaining faithful to their
vows of celibacy through prayer, closeness to Jesus, good friendships,
and healthy physical exercise. It isn’t always easy to be a faithful
spouse, a faithful religious, or a single person of integrity. Dealing
with challenges honestly and responsibly can make us stronger in our
vocation, whatever it might be.
Can I spend time with my family and friends
after I enter a religious community?
Though each religious community has its own policies, and some,
particularly cloistered and contemplative, are more restrictive than
others, all communities recognize that the support of loved ones is
crucial for the novice as well as vowed members of the community and
encourage contact with family and friends.

VOCATION PRAYERS
Prayer for vocations
LORD OF THE HARVEST,
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond
to your call. Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things.
INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving—
for vocations blossom in the good soil of faithful people.
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries, and families
with the confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the
bold and noble path of a life consecrated to you.
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament,
so that we may cooperate with you in building your reign of
mercy and truth, of justice and peace. Amen.
—Pope Francis
Prayer for vocation guidance
GOD WHO FORMED ME,
Your living waters flow within me.
They nourish my love for your Word.
They inspire me to follow your Son and pour out my life for others.
I am ready to further your mission.
Help me find the best way to share my gifts in service to you.
Giving you glory will be my greatest joy.
In all that I do, may
I proclaim your truth and give witness to your love.
I trust that you will be ever present—coursing through me
and quenching my thirst for your justice and mercy.
May I forever be worthy of your life-giving call. Amen.
—VISION Vocation Guide

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Find more information on religious vocations, religious life today,
and becoming a Catholic religious sister, nun, brother, or priest at
Vocationnetwork.org/en/articles/archive
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VISION SPOTLIGHT

MATT CASHORE/UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

FATHER TERRY
Ehrman, C.S.C.
with a student
from his
aquatics biology
class collecting
water samples.

Scientific wonder
is God’s handiwork
Loving God, loving neighbor, and loving science all fit
together for these members of religious communities.

A

POPULAR stereotype is that scientists and people of faith abhor each
other. Like most simplistic takes on complicated topics, there’s a grain
of truth—Galileo and the church had a spat, Christians reacted against
Darwin, and even today fundamentalists want to scrub evolution. But Catholics
and science actually go way back. Since sisters, brothers, and priests are such
prominent actors in the Catholic Church, they, too, have a long-standing affinity for
science.
Some of the names that pop up in science class were members of religious
institutes: Augustinian priest George Mendel put genetics on the map. Franciscan
friar Roger Bacon pushed forward the empirical method. Other religious aren’t
household names but made contributions that matter. For instance, in the latter
half of the 20th century, Sister Miriam Michael Stimson, O.P. was the first scientist
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COURTESY OF THE CONGREGATION OF NOTRE DAME

The wonder and awe
evoked by science renews
and inspires people’s
sense of God alive
in the world.

in the world to discover the critical
role DNA mutations play in causing
human cancer.
The Catholic higher education
system in the United States, built by
women and men religious, includes
countless hospitals, laboratories, and
science departments. The Vatican
hosts a leading astronomy facility
run by Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, S.J. A newer field linked to
theology, Christian cosmology, has
been pioneered by scientist-theologians, including Sister Ilia Delio,
O.S.F. and Father Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin S.J., who connect the sciences with the Christian story.
The intrigue with science continues for today’s men and women
religious. A common theme in the
following stories is that the wonder
and awe evoked by science renews
and inspires people’s sense of God
alive in the world. Furthermore,
many sisters, brothers, and priests
want to harness science to improve
lives and sustain the planet. That’s a
tall order, but one by one, bit by bit,
these religious are carrying it out. =
—Carol Schuck Scheiber
Related article: VocationNetwork.
org, “Science + Spirit = Brother Kyle:
Profile of Brother Kyle Mena, F.S.C.”

SCIENCE and engineering
can be forces for good,
contends Sister Libby
Osgood, C.N.D. She
stands in the engineering
research building of
the University of Prince
Edward Island.

SCIENCE THAT SUSTAINS THE PLANET
By Carol Schuck Scheiber

T

HE SCIENCE of sustainable living is what fuels Sister Libby
Osgood, C.N.D. She teaches sustainable design engineering at
the University of Prince Edward Island in Canada and sees a
direct line between her daily formulas and physics and the needs of
the poor and the Earth, both of which are priorities for her congregation.
“We live in the Anthropocene, a time that is defined by the
massive effect that human activity has on literally everything on
the Earth,” says Osgood. “Since we are called to care for the most
vulnerable of our society, we must remember it is the poor who are
most affected by these changes.”
Her love of travel has inspired her to use applied science during
short-term missions in Kenya and the U.S.-Mexico border, helping
with wheelchair modification, medical clinics, and a deforestation
project.
Before she entered religious life, she worked for NASA, part of
a large team of scientists and engineers involved with the FERMI
satellite. She moved into teaching before joining the Congregation of
Notre Dame sisters and happily continues in that field.
“I love teaching,” she says. “Working with my students to design
even small ways to make our world a better place. That is so rewarding.”
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INNOVATION AND GOD-TALK
ADD SPARK TO THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY

By Susan Flansburg

By Sister Laura
Turbini, C.S.J.

F

ATHER TERRY EHRMAN, C.S.C.
(photo on page 44) was ecstatic.
He had encountered a mammal
he’d never seen before during his
morning meditation at one of the
University of Notre Dame campus
lakes.
“I saw ripples at my feet and
here’s a weasel-like thing that
comes out and looks at me,”
Ehrman says. “It was a mink! Not
five feet from my boots. Wondrous.”
Ehrman couldn’t wait for the
next “Logos (Word) of the Day” to
share with students the picture
he took in his “Science, Theology, and Creation” class. It would
form another stop on the class’
“guided tour of the amphitheater
of creation,” an exploration of the
observable reality of the world as it
intersects with the Cause of all.
The class is a natural outgrowth
of Ehrman’s own interests. Once
a graduate student in biology and
entomology, he changed course to
pursue a spiritual focus with the
Congregation of the Holy Cross.
He was ordained in 2000, earned
his Ph.D. in theology, and, with the
Holy Cross emphasis on education,
returned to teach at his alma mater.
“I consider myself a missionary
of God’s wonder,” he says. “It’s a
false view that science and religion
don’t go together. God’s plan of
salvation always includes both.”
Ehrman likens the fundamentalist stances of science-only and
religion-only explanations of life
to the two strands of DNA. Unraveled, they are useless. They must
be intertwined to work, and helping
students understand this idea is a
goal of the class.
“Science is a powerful tool to
understand the world,” he says. “But
science can’t tell us why. God gives
being to all creation. The mink. Everything. God is a verb. The cause.”
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M

Y JOURNEY
combining
religious life and
electronics science
and engineering began
when I was a researcher
at Western Electric
in Princeton, New
Jersey. It proceeded to
assignments and travel
around the world. I can
best sum it up by saying
it was the Lord who led
me.
My role as a
religious woman
SISTER LAURA TURBINI, C.S.J. holds the key to
within the electronics
the French municipality of Lannion, Brittany.
industry has been
Lannion’s mayor awarded her the key after she
one of presence and
co-organized a major conference on soldering.
availability to the
intellectually rich and spiritually limited scientific world. Let
me explain. Although scientists can analyze and understand
many natural phenomena, it is difficult for them to postulate
something beyond their experience. Many are agnostics. As a
Sister of St. Joseph, I naturally reached out to what my religious
community calls “dear neighbors without distinction.” My
presence as a believer was a source of wonder and contradiction.
Conversations developed which enabled them to take a new look
at the existence of a divine being. Some were former Catholics
but would never knock on the door of a rectory or convent. Once
they trusted me, my presence offered the opportunity to share a
glimpse of adult faith in response to the many questions they held
in their hearts.
A sampling of Turbini’s science accomplishments:
• creator of a new government-industry-academic
research program
• service with international professional associations
• co-organizer of first major international soldering
conference
• EPA Stratosphere Ozone Protection Award
• ongoing industry consultant and mentor/tutor
to college students

COURTESY OF THE SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH OF BOSTON

GOD IS A VERB: THEOLOGY
MIXED WITH SCIENCE

COURTESY OF THE MARIST BROTHERS

BROTHER SAM
Amos, F.M.S.
renews his vows
at Mass at Marist
High School in
Chicago where
he co-teaches
“Faith, Science,
and Reason.”

TEENS LEARN HOW TO FIND GOD IN A COMPLEX WORLD
By Susan Flansburg

“

T

HE WORLD is a scary place. Let’s talk about it.” So begins the relationship of Brother Sam Amos,
F.M.S. with his Marist High School students in Chicago. They are seniors in the class called “Faith,
Science, and Reason” that he co-teaches with a physics instructor. They are on the cusp of
adulthood, where they will have to face questions their parents never thought of. The questions—ranging
from whether to have genetically modified children to what to do about climate change—could keep
them up nights. Amos’ goal is to help them identify, articulate, and strengthen their values to give them a
foundation to answer those questions.
“We discuss things like artificial intelligence, robotics, virtual reality, genetic engineering, climate
change,” Amos says. “These are things they may have to make personal decisions about at some point
during their lives. This class helps them blend the reality of science with their feelings and spirituality. Both
need to be foundationally strong.”
Amos is more theologian than scientist, but, as a “scientifically literate person,” he agreed to teach the
class when asked. He says, “Marists have a practice of the presence of God. God is with you, not just on the
mountaintop or in prayer but in everyday details, in all things: music, English, math, science. We help kids
deal with the scientific reality of a rapidly changing world in a healthy and joyful way.”
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE SINSINAWA DOMINICANS

TEACHING science has
been a lifelong delight for
Sister Cecilia Sehr, O.P.,
who has earned repeated
recognition for her skill.

SCIENCE EDUCATION GETS A LIFT
By Carol Schuck Scheiber

T

HE DOMINICAN DRIVE to preach and teach encouraged two sisters—
Sister Cecilia Sehr, O.P. and Sister Angelo Collins, O.P., both members
of the Sinsinawa Dominicans in southwest Wisconsin—to make substantial contributions to the world of science education.
Sehr has earned state and regional awards and recognition for
her teaching of physics and other sciences. Her accolades include being
named Outstanding Science Fair Educator 18 times by the Dallas Regional
A PIONEER in setting national standards
for science education, Sister Angelo
Science Fair. “I have the best job in the world,” Sehr said when Bishop
Collins, O.P. addresses her congregation.
Lynch High School in Dallas named a new science building for her. “I work
with young people who daily delight, question, challenge, amuse, and amaze me. Teaching science gives me
life, joy, friendships, fulfillment, and love.”
Sister Angelo Collins, O.P. made her mark by producing the first National Science Education Standards in
1996. She also was the founding executive director of the Knowles Science Teaching Foundation. Accolades for
her science education contributions include election as a fellow to the American Association for the Advancement of Science and the American Educational Research Association. The School of Education at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison gave her its Alumni Achievement Award and Edgewood College in Madison gave her an
honorary doctorate. Today Collins serves on the leadership council for her congregation.

48 | VISION 2023 | VocationNetwork.org

COURTESY OF THE BLAUVELT DOMINICAN SISTERS

PRIVILEGED TO DO GOD’S WORK IN HEALTHCARE
By Carol Schuck Scheiber

J

“ ESUS WAS A PHYSICIAN; his ministry was marked by compassion and

healing. I feel it’s a privilege to be in healthcare, to be with people in
their pain and sorrow, in their doubt and fear,” Sister Mary Flood, O.P. told
thepatch.com, an online newspaper, in 2020.
That underlying approach to medicine has guided Flood during
decades of doctoring that have seen her navigate the heartbreak of AIDS,
fight the COVID-19 pandemic among her own sisters, treat thousands, and
be honored with multiple billings as a New York metro area top doctor.
Like many Catholic sisters of her time, when she entered the Dominicans
in 1964, she became a teacher, eventually earning a doctorate in biology and
AS A PHYSICIAN, Sister Mary Flood, O.P. has
battled two pandemics (AIDS and COVID-19)
moving into research. Over time she felt called to patient care and became an
and treated thousands of patients during
M.D., specializing in infectious disease. She has seen patients with everything
three decades in infectious disease medicine.
from meningitis to wound infections during more than 30 years of practice.
She also keeps a foot in the academic world as an associate professor of medicine at Columbia University.
More recently, Flood turned her talents to the motherhouse of the Blauvelt Dominicans in New York to serve in
leadership and as medical director of the sisters’ infirmary. One of her patients, Sister Diane Forest, O.P., recalled in
thepatch.com how Flood cared for her as she recovered from a surgery. It was the anxious early days of COVID-19.
Visitors were prohibited, so Flood brought Communion to patients herself. Forest remembered, “Day after day as I
watched and waited for her to bring Eucharist, I couldn’t help but think how awesome it was that a doctor, a healer,
was also the bearer of the Body of Christ. It moved me so very deeply.”

COURTESY OF BOSTON COLLEGE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY

DIGNITY COMES TO THE ICU
By Susan Flansburg

W

HEN FATHER MYLES Sheehan, S.J. is called
to Georgetown Medical Center’s ICU, he
knows what he’s likely to find: a critically
ill patient on aggressive life support surrounded by
family and medical professionals who need to discern
next steps. The family’s opinions may differ from those
of the medical professionals. Tensions are high and
emotions are raw. Sheehan—doctor, Jesuit priest,
medical ethicist—is there to help everyone navigate the
moment.
“I try to bring people together,” Sheehan says. “Part
of my vocation as a doctor and a Jesuit is to relieve
suffering. To be with people in pain. To listen.”

The particular situations—catastrophic kidney
failure, sepsis, stroke—vary, but the stress and pain
loved ones feel is universal. And it becomes more
troubling and complicated when the patient has not
signed an advanced directive stating her or his wishes
ahead of time.
“I work with the family to get a sense of what the
patient would want,” he says. “We can get too focused

FATHER MYLES SHEEHAN, S.J. is a medical doctor and ethicist. Here
he gives a talk at Boston College on ministering to older people.

on technical issues when what we need to do is step
back and pay attention to the dignity of the person
before us. Sometimes continued medical treatment
prolongs death rather than sustains life. I try to bring
people together, to see the end of life as a blessing and
not to be fought against all the time.” The Jesuits, after
all, proclaim “God in all things.”
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WIKIPEDIA

SCIENCE EXPLORED
THROUGH THE LENS OF FAITH
By Susan Flansburg

N

COURTESY OF THE SISTERS OF MARY MOTHER OF THE CHURCH

ICANOR AUSTRIACO was developing a “crazy idea about
red wine 25 years ago” in a science lab at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology when everything changed. He had
taken time to go to Saturday night Adoration with others from
the Catholic Fellowship program. He heard them describe
their joy at having met Jesus, an experience he was curious
about but so far had eluded him.
And then, there He was.
“Even after 30 years I still cry,” Austriaco says. “It changed
me. For the first time I understood joy.”
Austriaco continued his work in the lab alongside a
scientist renowned for his work in the biology of aging. But
FATHER NICANOR
his heart now belonged to Someone Else. “At the end of my
Austriaco, O.P. is
working on an oral,
graduate career, I went to London for a fellowship,” Austriaco
shelf-stable, and
recalls. “But there was a hole in my heart. I was seeking Jesus.
inexpensive COVID-19
I left after 10 months to enter the Dominican novitiate.”
vaccine for lowToday a Dominican priest, Austriaco teaches both biology
income countries.
and theology at Providence College in the United States and
biology at the University of Santo Tomas in the Philippines. His most urgent research focuses on developing an oral,
shelf-stable, and inexpensive COVID-19 vaccine for low-income countries.
“You can love God through the Word, the Blessed Sacrament, and through science. I liken it to going into a
museum, where you are in awe at the genius of the painters. The same thing happens when you go into a lab. You are
in awe at the genius of the Creator.”

HEALTHCARE GETS A SHOT OF TRUTH
By Carol Schuck Scheiber

A

IDED BY HER CREDENTIALS as an obstetrician, gynecologist, and Catholic
sister and mother superior of her religious community in Ghana, Sister Lucy
Hometowu, S.M.M.C. has championed life-saving truth over ignorance.
In Ghana and other parts of Africa, many women are impoverished and
marginalized when enemies accuse them of witchcraft. Those who survive attempts
on their lives often resort to living in camps in Ghana, scraping by on income from
irregular jobs. Hometowu is fighting against the false labeling of women as “witches.”
With a similar emphasis on truth, Hometowu has worked to educate people
on the scientific facts about COVID-19 vaccines in a national immunization campaign.
Led by the Conference of Major Superiors of Religious in Ghana, the effort involves 80
religious institutes of women, with Hometowu serving as spokesperson to the media.
Finally, Hometowu focuses much of her energy on battling the myths of
women’s appropriate role in society. “Lack of women empowerment and gender
AN OBSTETRICIAN and gynecologist,
Sister Lucy Hometowu, S.M.M.C. is
equality results in lack of sustainable source of livelihood and job opportunities. It
the mother superior of the Sisters of
is also a major cause of teenage pregnancy and child marriage,” she told Catholic
Mary Mother of the Church in Ghana.
News Service. Working together with religious institutes and global organizations,
Hometowu hopes to raise awareness and create systems that allow women “to grow, thrive, and become who they
want to be.” She noted, “Women are at the forefront of healthcare provision and contribute immensely to quality
healthcare and the effective and efficient running of the healthcare system.”
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE BENEDICTINE SISTERS OF ATCHISON, KANSAS

SISTER ELIZABETH Carrillo,
O.S.B. (left) has been
preparing for a ministry
that blends theology,
ecology, and action on the
climate crisis.
SISTER MARY Teresa
Morris, O.S.B. (inset, top)
has kept her sisters and
nearby nursing home
residents nearly infectionfree during the pandemic,
thanks to her expertise
in public health and
infection control.

GOD’S CREATION EXPLORED AND PROTECTED
By Carol Schuck Scheiber

T

HE SCIENCES have always been part of the ministries of the Benedictine Sisters of Atchison, Kansas.
From the days when they welcomed students to Mount St. Scholastica Academy and College to the
sisters’ climate change efforts today, science has been important.
During the pandemic, one sister-scientist has helped preserve lives. Sister Mary Teresa Morris,
O.S.B. earned a master’s degree in public health from St. Louis University and ministered in the pediatric
and adult home health field for 30 years. She returned to Atchison when the pandemic began to be
director of infection control. With specialized training from the Centers for Disease Control, she fought
to keep COVID-19 out of the monastery and its adjacent nursing home. Thanks to her vigilance, of 85
people, only a few became infected, none seriously.
Science is integrated into the monastery in other ways, too. Sister Elizabeth Carrillo, O.S.B. is
completing studies for a master’s degree in religion and the environment at the University of the South
School of Theology in Sewanee, Tennessee. Her scholarly work focuses on how a foundation of faith can
facilitate a response to the ongoing climate crisis. She hopes to give presentations on integral ecology at
Mount St. Scholastica’s Sophia Spirituality Center, to Benedictine Oblates, and to other groups interested
in the cross section of faith and ecology.
—The Benedictine Sisters of Atchison contributed to this story
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A priest (who’s been
there) responds to
the pain of addiction
Joyce Duriga
is the editor of
Chicago Catholic,
the newspaper
for the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Karen Callaway
is the photo editor of Chicago
Catholic.
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Father M.J. Groark, O.F.M.Cap. knows a thing or two
about opioid addiction, having come close to dying
on the streets from it. Now he uses his experience
to reach out to those broken down by drug use.

W

HEN MICHAEL JOSEPH (M.J.) GROARK found the
Capuchin Friars, he knew he was home. He felt called to
pursue a vocation to the priesthood, but he worried they
might not let him enter. Covered in tattoos, he had a “hell of a back-

Text by Joyce Duriga
Photos by Karen Callaway

story,” as he puts it, centered around
his addiction to opioids, heroin, and
other substances.
But after hearing Groak’s story
of addiction and recovery, sin and
redemption, a friar told him, “You’re
going to help so many people.”
Groark was vested in the habit
in 2009 and ordained a Capuchin
priest in 2019. Currently based in

AS THE NATION
continues to
battle an opioid
crisis, Father
M.J. Groark,
O.F.M.Cap.
shares his
story in hopes
of showing
others a path to
recovery.

Chicago, he is vocation director for
the Capuchin Franciscan Province of
St. Joseph. In addition, he gives talks
to parish groups and others about his
backstory. He says he receives many
requests to speak about his lengthy
period of addiction, given the opioid
crisis in the United States today. “You
name it. I’ve done it. I’ve been to the
gates of hell,” Groark says.
Code #289 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

VocationNetwork.org | VISION 2023 | 53

Yes, please
All vocation stories can be
summed up in a single word:
yes. Yes, I will be open to the
unexpected and unimaginable,
the surprising and
unbelievable.
Mary, a teenager from humble
origins, said yes to God and
became the bearer of God to
the world. Like Mary, we are
called to trust God, even when
it seems as if God is confused!
As you discern God’s plan for
you, ponder and pray as Mary
did, and be open to whatever
divine adventures await you.
READING: Luke 1:26-38 (196).
“May it be done to me according
to your word.”

Get more inspiration daily
from TAKE FIVE.

SOME OF
Groark’s tattoos
are covered up,
while others
prominently
feature religious
imagery.

Sign up today. It’s free!

Through those dark days, his
parents’ newfound Catholic faith
sustained them and would provide a
lifeline to Groark. Today he testifies
to the transformation that took root
the day he tagged along with his parents for Mass and experienced the
presence of Jesus in a palpable way.

takeﬁveforfaith.com/signup
Or download the app at
takeﬁveforfaith.com/mobile-app
Code #999 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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A reckless existence
Raised Lutheran in Sacramento, Cal-

ifornia, Groark grew up in a “poor,
rough neighborhood.” His parents,
however, worked hard to shield him
and his brothers from negative influences and give them a happy childhood. They raised them to know the
Bible and Jesus.
Groark’s introduction to drugs
came in high school in Portland,
Oregon. He thought he would convert the school for Jesus but quickly
learned that wasn’t the way to be

“You name it.
I’ve done it. I’ve
been to the gates
of hell.”

popular with his classmates. “That
was the first time in my life where I
realized how easy it is to compartmentalize God, morality, my value
system, in order to feel accepted,” he
recalls.
He got into sports and cliques,
and his interest in God waned.
“Then I got into my experimental
phase. About the 10th grade, I found
out what marijuana was like and
drinking and chasing girls,” Groark
recalls.
For many young people, these
phases are temporary, but for others
they can be the start of a dark trajectory. “That sort of harmless, experimental phase for me went from zero
to 100 real quick,” says Groark. By
his sophomore and junior years, he
was “experimenting with every substance out there”—hallucinogens,
amphetamines, alcohol. Before long
he was making more money than his
teachers as a drug dealer.

A dangerous descent
The day after graduation, he was
promoted to manager of one of his
father’s camera stores in Portland,
Oregon, one that grossed $5 million annually. He oversaw a staff of
a dozen.

.

Code #108 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

At the same time, he continued
dealing and taking more dangerous
drugs. He worked at the store during
the day and spent the nights partying
He quickly became hooked on
OxyContin, taking multiple pills a
day, unable to stop. Soon, he mixed
the pills with other drugs in order to

get the same high. Friends overdosed and died during this time, but
Groark thought he was invincible.
Then the drugs started to become
more expensive and harder to get. At
this point Groark started calling in
sick to work, and the image he was
so careful to maintain was slipping.
Then, another friend approached
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THE NEWLY ordained
Groark performs his
first priestly blessing
upon his mother,
Anna. His parents
were instrumental
in helping him break
his addiction.

“I just had this
moment of clarity that
this was enough.
So I hustled up enough
change to make a phone
call.” It is a day he will
never forget.
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him with street-level heroin.
“I immediately found relief.
Those were much easier to get. I was
doing up to 10 balloons of heroin a
day. I was able to kind of maintain
this for a while, maybe a few more
months,” still calling in sick and
making excuses.
It all came to a head when his
dad confronted him at work. It

turned out his father was investigating him and had proof that his son
was embezzling from the company.
“My dad is a strong man, a
strong businessman, and he began to
weep. That was a shocking moment
for me, seeing my dad just cry,”
Groark says.
His father called him out and
asked if he was on drugs. Instead

of admitting what he had done and
asking for help, he turned his back
on his father and his promising
future. “I’m standing there high on
heroin, full of ego, and I remember
being just like, ‘I don’t have time to
listen to you, old man. I don’t need
this crap.’”
His father fired him, and within
90 days the bank took everything he
owned. Groark ended up living on
the streets of Portland.
“The last conversation that I had
with either of my parents was when
my dad fired me. I was so embarrassed and so addicted to heroin that
I spent the next two years just eating
out of trash cans, robbing people,
and engaging in terrible behavior,”
he says.

Code #122 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

Moment of clarity
Around this same time Groark’s parents had converted to Catholicism.
After living on the streets of rainy
Portland for two years, Groark was
finally ready for change.
“I just had this moment of
clarity that this was enough. So I
hustled up enough change to make
a phone call because we had pay
phones back then. I got 35 cents and
I knew my dad’s cell phone number
by heart.” It is a day he will never
forget.
“My dad picks up the phone and
that’s the first time we had heard
Code #334 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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Contact:
Br. Albert Heinrich, F.I.C.
P.O. Box 159
Alfred, ME 04002
207-324-0067
aheinrich42001@gmail.com
brothersofchristianinstruction.org

Code #206 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

GROARK RETURNED
to the practice of
his Christian faith
after a profound
recognition of Jesus in
the Eucharist. Now he
hopes to share what
he has received.

each other’s voices in two years. It
was 3 p.m. in Milwaukee, and they
were on their knees praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet for my deliverance.” Aware their son was seriously
addicted, they had been praying
constantly for him.
His parents asked him where he
was and sent his brothers who still
See our video at tiny.cc/holyfamilymsf
Code #129 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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lived in Portland to pick him up.
They took him to the airport and got
him on a plane bound for Milwaukee. All the while, he was detoxing from the drugs. He remembers
getting off the plane wearing the
clothes he had been in for months.
He had a thick beard and no laces
on his duct-taped shoes. At first, his

Send out your light and your truth; they shall be my guide – Psalm 43
Dedicated to Priestly Formation in the United States Since 1791

“I was 100 percent
convinced that God
was calling me
to something.”
He held that in
his heart and cried.

mom walked right past him because
she didn’t recognize him. His parents had prayed hard for their son to
come back to them, and when their
prayers were answered, they were
overwhelmed.
“We knew M.J. was in trouble,
but we did not know that the
trouble was heroin until the evening
before he arrived,” Anna recalls. “I
spent the night trying to figure out
what to do with a heroin addict. It’s
not something that you would ever
think you need to know.”
They took him to their apartment and started calling rehabs until
they found a place called Genesis in
Milwaukee. Genesis was run by the
city of Milwaukee and didn’t charge
for treatment. “It was hell on earth,
and it saved my life,” recalls Groark.
“It was just the most amazing gift
God could give me to be in this
place.”
He spent about two months
there. When he was released, his
parents thought he was going to disappear again or seek out drugs. But
he surprised them by saying he was

Contact: Rev Martin J. Burnham, P.S.S.
443-604-8572
mburnham@sulpicians.org
Visit us at www.sulpicians.org
Code #463 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

tired of being miserable and asked
that they take him to their church.

“Jesus is here”
“I’m sitting in the very last pew, just
totally broken and ashamed,” he
remembers. “For some reason when
I saw the priest with the Eucharist in
his hand, it was the most real thing
I’ve ever experienced. I thought,
‘Jesus is truly here. Christ is present
on this altar fully and substantially.’ I
didn’t know that intellectually, but I
knew it in my gut.”
He remembers feeling an invitation to ask Jesus for forgiveness.
“Every fiber and molecule in my
body just said, ‘Run to him as fast as
you can,’” Groark recalls. “I didn’t
know what that meant, or I didn’t
even know what Catholics were, but

I was 100 percent convinced that
God was calling me to something.”
He held that in his heart and cried.
Next, Groark started getting
his life together. He got a job and
paid rent to his parents. He attended
therapy and 12-step meetings. Eventually he told his parents he wanted
to become Catholic.
Over time he sensed God calling him to the priesthood, and he
began a discernment period during
which he explored becoming a priest
for the archdiocese. In addition, he
visited some religious orders. Nothing felt right. But one day he saw
Franciscan Father Benedict Groeschel talking about Father Solanus
Casey. He spent that night searching
online for everything he could find
about Solanus, the Capuchins, and
Saint Francis of Assisi. “I started
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GROARK CHATS
with Anthony
Brown, bread truck
coordinator for
Port Ministries in
Chicago, which
provides food for
those in need.

“It’s a story about
metanoia [spiritual
transformation] and
it’s a story about God’s
mercy and grace
and patience, his
commitment to me.”

60 | VISION 2023 | VocationNetwork.org

reading about Francis and I was just
enthralled. I fell madly in love with
this man.”
He emailed the Capuchin vocation director and met with him the
next day. “He brought me to the
friary in Chicago, and immediately I
knew this was where I was supposed
to be.”
Groark says he is one of the
lucky ones to come out on the other
side of opioid addiction. His is a story of hope at this time when nearly
50,000 U.S. lives are lost to opioid-

related overdoses each year. He feels
called to share his story with others:
“It’s a story about metanoia [spiritual transformation] and it’s a story
about God’s mercy and grace and
patience, his commitment to me.” =
Reprinted with permission in condensed form from the October 2021 St.
Anthony Messenger.
Related articles: VocationNetwork.
org, “Tendering God on tough streets”
and “Hard road to the monastery.”

PRIESTS
What do you enjoy
about living
in community?
As a young(ish) religious,
I’m grateful to have veteran
missionaries on hand to calm me
down when something gets me
worked up.

Favorite way to pray?
I have an extroverted spirituality,
so I am most prayerful when I’m
walking through a crowded city or
traveling on public transportation.
I read the many faces I encounter
and find myself praying for these
anonymous fellow pilgrims on the
journey. I feel most connected
to God when I feel connected to
others.

What is your favorite
food?
I’m a breakfast fanatic, so nothing
satisfies me more than a plate
heavy with a Western omelet,
crispy hash browns, and a strong
cup of coffee.

What’s the most fun
you’ve ever had with
your community?
In August 2021, in the aftermath
of Hurricane Ida, the New Orleans
Redemptorists evacuated to Baton
Rouge, and the size of our local
community nearly doubled. Even
as we all worked to recuperate
from the storm and attend to the
needs of our parishioners, we
took comfort in sharing stories
and laughter.

What gives you hope
about religious life?
The needs and longings that
ignited the foundation of religious
congregations continue to exist
and call us to action.

Connections
make the man
FATHER KEVIN ZUBEL, C.Ss.R.
Things can get loud when Father Kevin Zubel, C.Ss.R.
gets behind the wheel. “The missionary life entails hours
on the road, so I have plenty of time to practice my
vocals to the radio,” says this longtime musician and
singer. Zubel might be driving to visit a family (a favorite
destination), to say Mass in Spanish as a chaplain to
Baton Rouge, Louisiana Hispanics, or attend to the
needs of his local religious community, which he serves
as superior. It’s all in a day’s work—all of it done in
concert with his Redemptorist brothers.

COURTESY OF THE REDEMPTORISTS
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Ministering to migrants
in a carport cathedral

Photos and text by John Feister
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THE EUCHARIST is always a
mutual gift, breaking bread and
sharing cup, a holy communion
of God and God’s people. It
marks a two-way moment of
dignity and respect among
the Mexican workers and the
American residents as the words
of the Last Supper resonate: “I
will not abandon you.”

O

N A MID-AUGUST day, a
tiny caravan sets out from
small-town Plymouth,
North Carolina for an hour’s drive
across soy fields, then salty marshes
to an isolated seafood processing
plant near the Atlantic coast. Today
the men and women who live and
work at Mattamuskeet Seafood will
celebrate the Eucharist. For many
years, any Mass at all has been a rarity for these Mexican seasonal workers in a Catholic-minority area.
Glenmary Home Missioners
serving in the area have taken on
this mission within a mission, now
coming twice monthly. Today it’s two
SUVs, two priests, and a handful of
parishioners from their parishes, 80
families combined across two counties. They are doing what Catholic
missionary priests, brothers, and
sisters do, both home and abroad. As
Pope Francis says, they are “going to
the peripheries.” =

Hidden in a remote location far from home,
these migrant workers share their spiritual
strength, thanks to missionary priests and the
small Catholic community they shepherd.

John Feister is a longtime
Catholic journalist and winner of the Saint Francis
De Sales Award. He is the
Glenmary Home Missioners’ communications/marketing coordinator and
assistant editor of Glenmary Challenge, Glenmary.org. Photos © Glenmary Home Missioners. Reprinted with permission.

VocationNetwork.org | VISION 2023 | 63

WE’RE IN THE COUNTRY
Small towns and an
occasional small city are
scattered among thousands
of acres of soy, rotated in
other seasons with peanuts
and cotton in this home
mission territory where
the Glenmarys serve. Put
together, the Glenmary
religious orders include
priests, brothers, laity,
and sisters. This church
billboard, by Highway
17, shows how a local
Catholic church frequently
starts—worshipping in the
shared facility of a friendly
Protestant neighbor.
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FAST AND DANGEROUS
Crab processing is rapid, skilled
labor, extracting fresh meat with
small, razor-sharp knives and
moving it quickly to refrigeration.
The boats come to shore in early
morning, truckloads of crabs
are brought a mile in from the
docks, and the work begins. Some
workers haul the crabs in and
the empty shells out in 32-gallon
drums; others rapidly harvest
the crabmeat. Pay is an hourly
wage plus piece-rate—the fastest
workers send the most money
back home. By midafternoon the
work is finished. And if the catch
is slow, there is downtime on the
grounds, 2,000 miles from home.

VocationNetwork.org | VISION 2023 | 65

“LET US PRAY”
A carefully covered picnic
table will be the altar today,
as Glenmary Fathers Richard
Toboso and José Carlos Miguel
López vest for Mass among
chicken coops and mobile
homes. Crucifix, chalice, and
paten are from the portable
Mass kit—here, small is
beautiful.
You could call it a carport
cathedral, where the people—
workers, priests, lay visitors—
will bring their hopes, dreams,
and struggles in joyous song to
the Lord’s table.
Today, before this Feast of the
Assumption Mass, Glenmary
Father José Carlos, Mexican
American, ordained in 2021,
speaks to the people about the
feast and the Blessed Mother,
who appeared to Saint Juan
Diego as a native adorned in
gold. In his homily he speaks of
Mary’s Magnificat, her joy and
openness: “My spirit rejoices in
God, my savior . . . he has lifted
up the lowly . . . he has filled
the hungry with good things”
(Luke 1:46-55).
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FEAST FOR ALL
Two young ones have found the
“pews in the back,” as they share
in the energy of the day’s events—
and bring a little of their own!
A leader among the workers,
María Dolores Cerino García,
has a big smile today at the Sign
of Peace—God is present in the
people, in word, in sacrament.
It’s Glenmary’s hope to bring the
fullness of Catholic faith to God’s
people. After Mass the sharing
will continue. The missioners
and parishioners have brought
gifts of food and supplies to
share; the workers have a gift
in return, a wonderful meal of
Mexican specialties and hours of
fellowship. If only for a few hours,
community pushes isolation
aside. The widow’s mite is given,
from each in her or his own way.
God, too, must be smiling.
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SISTERS

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SISTERS OF CHARITY OF CINCINNATI

“I HAD BEEN longing
for something
radical, meaningful,
communal,” Sister
Tracy Kemme, S.C.
says about why she
entered religious
life. Here, she
walks with other
Catholic sisters in
Washington, D.C.,
at a demonstration
supporting
immigration reform.

My millennial response
to a perennial call
by

Sister Tracy
Kemme, S.C. is
a pastoral minister and the
vocation coordinator for her
congregation,
the Sisters of
Charity of Cincinnati.

Sister Tracy Kemme, S.C.

Young women are still choosing to become Catholic sisters,
even as Americans in general are becoming less religious.
Here is the story of one millennial.

I

FIRST THOUGHT about becoming a sister at age 22, while I was an international volunteer with Rostro de Cristo, near Guayaquil, Ecuador. For two
years, I lived in a faith community with other young adults, volunteered with
Ecuadorian outreach organizations, grew in relationship with my Ecuadorian
neighbors, and learned to see the world, especially my faith, with new eyes.
Early during the first year, on a weekend beach retreat, I was staring out into
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In Ecuador, I had touched
into the deep pain and
injustice that face so
many in our world, and
I’d been evangelized
by the “poor.”

the vast ocean, weighing many swirling concerns, when five little words
popped into my consciousness: “You
should be a nun.” The thought was
startling—disturbing, even. Where
did it come from? I had never met a
nun anywhere close to my age, and
besides, I’d always imagined myself
getting married and having a family!
I tried to shrug off the idea, but it
persisted, arising in prayer and surprising me in everyday encounters.
Eventually, I realized I needed
help sifting through my seemingly
crazy thoughts. Providentially, Sister
Macarena, a trained spiritual director from Spain, moved in down the
street. Being a ’90s girl, I loved her
name—and I grew to love her as she
guided me through Ignatian-style
discernment during weekly sessions in her community’s little house
chapel. Maca helped me to look
upon my life in the light of faith and
explore my deepest desires without fear. I found I longed for a life
centered on a deep relationship with
God and poured out for the good of
others.
In Ecuador, I had touched into
the deep pain and injustice that face
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KEMME SINGS at
the motherhouse of
her community, the
Sisters of Charity of
Cincinnati, during
her final vows
liturgy.

For these sisters,
religious life was not a
refuge from the world,
but a devoted, loving
integration into it.

so many in our world, and I’d been
evangelized by the “poor.” I wanted
to spend my life walking alongside
those people and contributing to the
great work of changing the world for
the better—the work of the gospel,
of carrying on the mission of Jesus.
To my dismay, I realized that my life
as a volunteer was similar to contemporary apostolic religious life—and,
despite difficulties, it brought me
profound joy and deeper meaning
than I’d ever before experienced.

Sisters in their natural habitat
When I left Ecuador, I knew I had to

70 | VISION 2023 | VocationNetwork.org

continue discerning. I became a lay
volunteer associate with the Sisters
of Charity of Cincinnati at their discernment house near El Paso, Texas.
The sisters, Carol, Janet, and Peggy,
had hosted me when I came to the
border for senior thesis research in
2007. Now, I had come to share in
their life and ministry.
I often joke that moving in
with them felt like a wildlife show,
“Observe the sisters in their natural
habitat….” Lo and behold, I discovered that sisters brushed their teeth,
got oil changes, texted, ate popcorn,
and got on each other’s nerves. At
the same time, woven in with this

ordinariness was something quite remarkable, something like what I had
experienced in Ecuador but firmer
and deeper, because this was for life.
We began early each morning
with prayer together and then spent
the day in ministry—in education,
healthcare, border outreach, young
adult ministry, parish ministry, social
justice activism, writing, vocation
ministry, and more, on both sides of
the U.S.-Mexico border. For these
sisters, religious life was not a refuge
from the world, but a devoted, loving integration into it.
In the evenings, we took turns
cooking and shared long meals
together. On the weekends, we
experienced beautiful liturgies in the
house chapel and in local parishes,
and we held monthly communal
reflection days. And we were goofy
together, played card games, gardened, took walks, watched Call the
Midwife, and drank wine around the
fire pit.
As much as my heart resisted, I
was falling in love with religious life.
I had been longing for something
radical, meaningful, and commu-
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Little Sisters
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Crying the Gospel
with their lives
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Check out these award-winning online resources at VocationNetwork.org
VOCATION MATCH
A discernment tool to help you
narrow your search for the right
vocation.
QUESTIONS CATHOLICS ASK
A regular feature shedding light on
the traditions and practices of our
rich Catholic heritage.

E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
Monthly insights on discernment
matters and help on your vocation
journey. Sign up at VocationNetwork.
org/newsletter.
VISION EVENTS CALENDAR
Postings of service, education, and
discernment opportunities in your

area. Sign up to receive alerts from
communities that interest you at
vocationnetwork.org/en/events.
TAKE FIVE FOR FAITH
Daily faith formation for busy Catholics.
SPIRITUALITY QUIZ
Insights into your spirituality type.
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nal—and I was coming to realize
that this could be it.

Love and total freedom
However, in a real-life plot twist,
I also began falling in love with a
person at the same time. Steve and
I grew close while volunteering
together in Ecuador, but it was over
Code #041 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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phone calls between Boston and the
El Paso convent that we realized our
bond was deeper than friendship.
When I finally spilled the new
romantic development to the sisters in the house, they laughed. “Of
course you’re falling in love! You’re
24.” Their tender understanding
touched me. They weren’t trying to
force anything; they truly wanted me

THE AUTHOR
visiting a family
she met while
ministering at the
U.S.-Mexico border
from 2010-2013.

SERVANTS OF
THE
HOLY HEART OF MARY
Come Join Us
As a
- Sister
- Servant Companion
- Consecrated Laity
- Affiliate
- Prayer Minister
Our Ministries
Adult Literacy
Counseling
Education
Elder Care
Formation

Latinx Ministry
Pastoral Ministry
Liturgical Ministry
Prayer Ministry
Ministry to the Poor
Retreat Ministry
Ministry to the Homeless Rural Life Ministry
Ministry to Refugees
Social Service
and Immigrants
Spiritual Direction

For more information contact:
Kathy Brady-Murfin
717 N. Batavia Avenue | Batavia, IL 60510-1228
630-879-1296 | sscm.vocations@gmail.com

www.sscm-usa.org
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to discover God’s call.
After months of frequent spiritual direction but no clarity, I felt
like I needed to go to Boston and
really date Steve. When I worked up
the courage to tell the sisters, they
laughed again. “Yes, we knew, but we
wanted to let you get there on your
own.” They sent me off with love
and total freedom.

Long story short, my time in
Boston revealed that although I loved
Steve with all my heart, the call to
religious life just wouldn’t go away.
It didn’t make sense to me. Steve was
everything I would have dreamed of
in a husband and more. Our marriage could have been radical, meaningful, mission-centered, and rooted
firmly in our shared Catholic faith.

I had learned that
religious life wasn’t
magic; it wouldn’t save
me from loneliness,
anxiety, or self-scrutiny.
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...a power for good!

KEMME WITH TWO
members of her
community, Sister
Andrea Koverman,
S.C. (left) and Sister
Louise Lears, S.C.
(center), who attended
an action supporting
immigrants at the
Mexican border.

But, no matter how much I
willed it, I couldn’t imagine myself
married down the road. Although I’d
once dreamed of it, I couldn’t readily
see myself as a mother. Somehow, it
felt like a door was closing on that
path, and religious life felt like a big
blue sky opening up. Steve told me
that I would be a beautiful sister.
Ironically, his strong faith helped me
claim the call that would take me
away from him.

A sturdy call
I went back to the border, grieving a real loss, but, with time, my
heart began to revive and burn with
Code #278 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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purpose. I remembered why I’d felt
so powerfully drawn to religious life.
And this time, the call felt sturdy. I
had learned that religious life wasn’t
magic; it wouldn’t save me from
loneliness, anxiety, or self-scrutiny.
It wasn’t perfect, and living with
women from different generations
and backgrounds was challenging
and even painful at times. It wasn’t
an escape; ministry with those who
are suffering can be exhausting and
heartbreaking.
But in its imperfection and my
own, there was a sense that this was
the life to which God was inviting
me. It would involve some sacrifice, yes, but what life worth living

LITTLE COMPANY OF MARY SISTERS
COMPASSION ~ PRESENCE ~ PRAYER
In its imperfection and
my own, there was a
sense that this was the
life to which God was
inviting me.

doesn’t? More than anything, it was
about joy, love, and freedom. When
God calls, it is to fullness of life. =
Reprinted with permission from the
August 2, 2019 edition of Global Sisters Report, globalsistersreport.org.
Related articles: VocationNetwork.
org, “Sister Maggie has a mission” and
“A zigzagging road to the convent.”

www.lcmsisters.org • vocations@lcmh.org

COURTESY OF THE SISTERS OF SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS
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NOT BAA-AD. Sister Joanne Schutz, SS.C.M. gathers with many tiny shepherds as they celebrate their woolly
treasure. These children read about the parable of the lost sheep and then scoured the church for a hidden
lamb. All in a day’s work for Schutz as she follows Pope Francis’ directive that ministers get close to their flocks.
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SISTERS
What were your
growing-up years like?
I’m a cradle Catholic. I grew up
in a predominantly Catholic
neighborhood in Mumbai, India
and immigrated to Toronto,
Canada in my late 20s. I have a
large, close-knit extended family
that now lives in different parts
of the world; however, growing
up we all lived in the same
neighborhood.

What’s your favorite
part of your current
ministry?
I’m a part of the mission
integration team at Fontbonne
Ministries in Toronto, a
community service organization.
We are supported by a large
group of volunteers, and I love
our camaraderie.

Any nicknames?
Friends have started calling me
Sis Kris.

How did people respond
when you entered?

Camaraderie
at its best
SISTER KRISTINE FERNANDES, C.S.J.
Tech advertising professional Kristine Fernandes had a good
life already when she pulled up a chair in a Toronto pub one
night, hoping to widen her circle of friends at a Theology on
Tap event. “Instead I got picked up by a sister,” she jokes. The
meeting triggered “an inexplicable curiosity about religious life
and the Sisters of St. Joseph.” She kept meeting with the sisters,
telling them each time: “Religious life is not for me and I’m not
interested in becoming a sister, but . . .” And so it began.

My family and friends were
astonished at first and had lots
of questions. After we spoke,
they were very supportive and
encouraging.

What do you like about
living in community?
There is a significant age
difference between me and the
sisters in my house, but we are
aligned in our values and outlook.
Our dinner conversations and
their deep listening give me
an opportunity to unpack my
ministry experiences.

What gives you hope
about religious life?
I find hope in how my unexpected
vocation call unfolded. I was busy
living my life, but God had other
plans for me. Throughout my
discernment, God reached out to
me in unconventional ways.

COURTESY OF FONTBONNE MINISTRIES, TORONTO, ONTARIO
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BROTHERS

COURTESY OF MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

God called me
to be a brother
Brother Ken
Homan, S.J. is a
Jesuit, an American history
Ph.D. student,
community
organizer, and
spiritual companion.

by

BROTHERS can be
found in a variety
of ministries.
Brother Ken
Homan, S.J. has
taught high school,
been a community
organizer,
contributed to
social justice
organizations, and
more.

Brother Ken Homan, S.J.

For me being a brother means adventure and community.

I

STOOD ON A WINTER-BARREN BLUFF overlooking the Missouri River.
Frigid winds brushed my face as I stared across the floodplain, spiritually
stuck between agitated wanderlust and resolved calm. A faint rustle caught my
ear. Suddenly, a red-tailed hawk glided just a few feet over my left shoulder. Calm
overwhelmed me. I felt the Holy Spirit gently and simply say, “Go. It’s time.”
I began discerning Jesuit life during my junior year of high school when attending the Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice and protest to close the School
of the Americas at Fort Benning, Georgia. The teach-in was the first place I felt at
home, that I belonged. My initial call followed me to Creighton University, where
I was a history and theology double major, involved in clubs, campus ministry,
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Even with the joy
(and business) of college
life, I always felt like
I was supposed to be
somewhere different,
doing something else.

the service center, and student
government. Even with the joy (and
business) of college life, I always felt
like I was supposed to be somewhere
different, doing something else.
I listened to the Holy Spirit that
day on the river bluff and entered
the Jesuit novitiate in August 2010
at 20 years old. When I entered, I
had no idea there were Jesuit brothers. As our group of entrants filled
out paperwork, we were handed a
very basic form for the Jesuit offices
in Rome. We were to mark “Scholastic” (those to be ordained priests),
“Brother,” or “Indifferent” (meaning
open and discerning). Our novice
director encouraged us to mark “Indifferent” if we had never considered
this question. I did exactly that.
Over the next year, I learned
more about what it meant to be both
a Jesuit and a brother. I continued
discerning, praying, and listening. As
I started my second year, it became
abundantly clear: God calls me to life
as a brother.
To be honest, it can be difficult to pin down precisely what a
brother is, whether with the Jesuits
or another community. Most simply,
brothers are lay (non-ordained) men
who belong to a religious community (like the Jesuits or Sacred Heart
Brothers) and take vows of poverty,
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chastity, and obedience. You might
hear someone call a man preparing
to be a priest “brother” until he is ordained, but a Catholic brother is, in
fact, a lifelong consecrated vocation.

Adventure beckons
For me, being a Jesuit brother means
adventure and community. I have al-

ways loved hiking, backpacking, and
exploring. The summer before entering, I worked for the National Park
Service as a cave guide, and during
one summer in formation with my
community I worked for the U.S.
Forest Service as a volcano guide.
In those roles, I helped people fall
in love with the land, people, and
history around them—to fall in love
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COURTESY OF THE IGNATIAN SOLIDARITY NETWORK

HOMAN addresses
the crowd at an
Ignatian Family
Teach-In for Justice,
an annual event in
Washington, D.C.
to learn, pray, and
lobby on social
justice issues.
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I see my vocation as
an adventure because
I am exploring,
learning, growing, and
discovering.
with stories. As a brother, my role is
to help people fall in love with God
and their surrounding community.
My vocation is to help people commit to a faith that does justice and
builds the Kingdom.
I see my vocation as an adventure because I am exploring, learning, growing, and discovering. The
job and education distinctions that
used to separate priests and brothers
no longer exist in my community.
We brothers are asking ourselves
deeper questions about who we are
rather than just what we do. And
that is the adventure—exploring the
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vocation and what it truly means.
Prayer and discernment are adventures of learning who I am, how God
sees me, and where God calls me.
What does this tangibly mean?
What are the practicalities?
We often identify people by
their jobs. It used to be easier to
distinguish priests and brothers in
communities like mine that have
both ordained and non-ordained
members. Priests did sacraments.
Brothers typically did manual labor.
They were groundskeepers, cooks,
bus drivers, locksmiths, and doorkeepers (and let’s not knock that

job, as that’s how some became
saints). In the last hundred years,
this distinction between priests and
brothers has become less pronounced.
Many brothers today still oversee everyday functioning of our
Jesuit communities. Many others
work in professional capacities. Of
the Jesuit brothers I’m friends with,
Matt is a social worker, Johnathan a
physicist, Francis a computer programmer, Joe a playwright, Henry a
housing advocate, Mark an environmental advocate, Darin a minister,
and Dan and Chris are retreat directors.
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A distinct vocation
Precisely what job a brother does
varies greatly. We are called to ongoing discernment. Entering religious
life is not a one-and-done discernment, but a continual effort to listen
to the Spirit. Jesuit brothers have
many of the same jobs as Jesuit
priests.
In reading all of this, you might
be wondering, “Then why not just
become a priest? You have lots of
the formation, and your jobs aren’t
all that different. Why not get ordained?”
To be abundantly clear, heeding
a call to ordination is not “completing” formation while a brother
comes up short. Rather, the brother’s

Serving God here at home, and at the ends of the earth
BrothersoftheSacredHeart.org
Be the next generation of Brothers of the Sacred Heart. Enjoy an adventure
of service in a supportive and life-giving community supported by prayer.

Call (732) 718-8559 or email us at mikemigacz@hotmail.com
Code #203 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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I try to share my
love of God and neighbor
in my everyday life,
growing in community
and charity alongside my
fellow Jesuits.
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vocation is simply distinct. For Jesuits, “the religious brother embodies religious life in its essence, and
so is able to illustrate that life with
particular clarity.”
God asked me to be a brother.
The sometimes scary part of adventure is that we don’t always know
precisely where we’re headed. The
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same is true of our vocation. We
don’t know exactly where we will
end up and what our vocation will
look like. But we can always trust
that saying yes to God will lead us
on the best path.
For myself as a Jesuit brother,
I am currently living out my vocation as an American history Ph.D.

student, community organizer, and
spiritual companion. I am researching the relationship between Jesuits
and workers in my hometown of
St. Louis, with an eye toward supporting the working class. I participate in our Jesuit faith-and-justice
organization, Ignatian Solidarity
Network, and a new worker-justice
organization. I support our Jesuit
anti-racism efforts through research
and writing. I build furniture and
cutting boards for friends. I make
time for backpacking and photography to enjoy God’s beautiful work in
nature. And I am one of two members of the Jesuit powerlifting team
(the other, Pat, holds several American records).
Most important, I try to share
my love of God and neighbor in my
everyday life, growing in community and charity alongside my fellow
Jesuits. And I continue listening
for the adventure God calls me to
next. =
Related articles: VocationNetwork.
org, “Brotherly advice: Enjoy your
vocation!” and “Brotherhood is right
for me.”

Devout doorkeepers
Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you. —Romans 15:7

T

HE MINISTRY of porter, or doorkeeper, has launched a
number of saints and holy men and women, who are
described as humble, prayerful, wise, and trusted. Doorkeepers
within religious communities were often outcasts both within
and outside the community, due to health problems and
disabilities, social status, or racial or ethnic prejudice. Their
recognition tended to come from the visitors to the community.
A common theme is that the porters’ welcoming calm drew
ordinary people to confide in them and experience a sense of
consolation, peace, and healing. When Saint André Bessette,
C.S.C., a longtime porter for his community, died in 1937,
1 million people filed past his coffin, and when Blessed Father
Solanus Casey, O.F.M.Cap., another dedicated doorkeeper,
died in 1957, thousands of Detroiters spilled into the streets
surrounding the funeral.
With 10,000+ saints on the books, the following is only a
partial list of the porters we honor.
Romanus, 258, martyr
Saint Didacus of Alcalá, O.F.M., c. 1400-63, brother
Saint Alphonsus Rodriguez, S.J., 1533-1617, brother
Saint Paschal Baylon, O.F.M., 1540-92, brother
Saint Martin de Porres, O.P., 1579-1639, brother
Saint John Macias, O.P., 1585-1645, brother
Saint Charles of Sezze, O.F.M., 1613-70, brother
Blessed Bonaventure of Barcelona, O.F.M., 1620-84, brother
Saint Gerard Majella, C.Ss.R., 1726-55, brother
Saint Conrad of Parzham, O.F.M.Cap., 1818-94, brother,
patron saint of doorkeepers
Sister Veronica McDarby, R.S.M., d. 1881, sister
Saint André Bessette, C.S.C., 1845-1937, brother
Blessed Francisco Gárate Aranguren, S.J., 1857-1929, brother
Saint Josephine Bakhita, Fd.C.C., 1869-1947, sister
Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, O.C.D., 1873-97, nun
Blessed Josep Tarrats Comaposada, S.J., 1878-1936, brother
Blessed Benito Solana Ruiz, C.P., 1882-1936, brother
Blessed Sancja Szymkowiak, C.M.B.B., 1910-42, sister
Blessed Solanus Casey, O.F.M.Cap., 1870-1957, priest
Saint Willibald of Eichstätt, O.S.B., 700-781, bishop
Blessed Giovanni Bufalari, O.S.A., d. 1350, brother
Blessed Gonzalo Diaz di Amarante, Ode.M., 1540-1618, priest
Blessed John Kearney, O.F.M., 1619-53, priest
Blessed Maria Adeodata Pisani, O.S.B., 1806-55, nun
Blessed Maria Repetto, S.M.C., 1807-90, sister

The Benedictine monks of
Mount Angel Abbey invite you
to join us at the Abbey for a free

D i s c e r n m e n t R e t r e at
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Ju n e 9 - 1 1 , 2 0 2 3
Oc tob e r 2 0 -2 2 , 2 0 2 3

questions | register
Fr. Odo Recker, OSB, Vocation Director
503.881.8919 | vocation@mtangel.edu
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SHARING FAITH

SERVING THE YOUNG

CALLED AS BROTHERS

We are called to educate and evangelize
in community. Today, the Brothers &
Lasallian Partners serve more than
1 million young people in 80 countries.
BROTHERSVOCATION.ORG
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BROTHERS

How did you meet
your community?
I first met the Salesians when
I attended Don Bosco Prep
High School, where I was able
to be fully surrounded by
the Salesian spirit and family
environment. I entered the
community right after high
school.

Your favorite way
to pray?
I enjoy using Christian and
instrumental music to help
me reflect, meditate, and give
praise.

Best ministry
experience so far?
A summer in one of our
communities in Juarez,
Mexico. In addition to being
able to work with poor youth,
I had the opportunity to serve
twice a week in a juvenile
detention center.

Brothers
win the race

Tell us a fun fact
about yourself.
One of my random hobbies is
all types of dancing, especially
breakdancing.

BROTHER RAFAEL VARGAS, S.D.B.
Whether you call him Raf, Rafy, Raffa, or Rafita—he answers
to them all—“Brother” is a name that will always suit Rafael
Vargas, S.D.B. He took his final vows to be a Salesian brother
in 2021. Growing up a first-generation Puerto Rican in New
Jersey, he wanted to pour his energy into running, all the
way to the Olympics and a professional career. He’s still
plenty athletic, but new passions have emerged. “My first
love is serving youth,” he says, the focus of his religious
community’s network of schools and programs.

COURTESY OF THE SALESIANS OF ST. JOHN BOSCO
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The best parts
of community life?
The witness of the other
members is a source of
motivation, and the fellowship
we share is a huge support,
including informal moments
where we can simply be
ourselves around each other.

PRAYER & DISCERNMENT | ORACIÓN Y DISCERNIMIENTO

FOUR STEPS
TO VOCATION
DISCERNMENT

STEP 1 PASO 1

PRAY

CUATRO PASOS

ORA

Listen to God’s voice. Invite God into your
decision-making process. Try different
prayer styles. Attend Mass. Read,
meditate, and become aware of God’s
presence.
Ask and it will be given you; seek, and you
will find; knock, and it will be open to you.
—Matthew 7:7

PARA EL
DISCERNIMIENTO
VOCACIONAL

Escucha la voz de Dios. Invita a Dios a tu
proceso de toma de decisiones. Prueba
diferentes estilos de oración. Asiste a
misa. Lee, medita y toma conciencia de
la presencia de Dios.
Pide y te será dado; busca y encontrarás;
llama y estará abierto para ti.
—Mateo 7:7

STEP 2 PASO 2

STEP 3 PASO 3

STEP 4 PASO 4

KNOW YOURSELF
CONÓCETE A TI MISMO

SEEK COUNSEL
BUSCA CONSEJO

ACT & CONFIRM
ACTÚA Y CONFIRMA

Listen to your voice. What are your fears
and motivations? What makes you feel
most whole, holy, and true to yourself.
What brings you the most joy?

Listen to other voices. Gather honest
input from people who know and love
you. Friends, family, parish staff, and
vocation directors can all help you
assess a path you are considering.

Follow your heart. Once you make your
decision, you should be at peace and feel
satisfied and confident in your choice.
Continue to listen with your heart.

Let us search and examine our ways, and
return to the LORD’s. Let us lift up our
hearts as well as our hands toward God
—LaMentations 3:40-41
in heaven!

Escucha tu voz. ¿Cuáles son tus miedos
y motivaciones? ¿Qué te hace sentir
más completo, santo y fiel a ti mismo?
¿Qué te trae mayor alegría?
¡Busquemos y examinemos nuestros
caminos y volvamos a los de Jehová!
¡Levantemos nuestros corazones y
nuestras manos hacia Dios en el cielo!
—LaMentaciones 3:40-41

Listen to advice and accept instruction,
that you may gain wisdom in the future.
—Proverbs 19:20

Escucha otras voces. Reúne información
honesta de personas que te conocen
y te aman. Los amigos, la familia, el
personal de la parroquia, los directores
vocacionales pueden ayudarte a evaluar
el camino que estás considerando.
Escucha consejos y acepta instrucciones,
para que puedas adquirir sabiduría en el
futuro.
—Proverbios 19:20

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. Not as the world gives do I give it to
you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or
afraid.
—John 14:27

Sigue tu corazón. Una vez que tomes tu
decisión, deberás estar en paz y sentirte
satisfecho y confiado en tu elección.
Sigue escuchando con tu corazón.
Les dejo la paz, les doy mi paz, pero no
como la da el mundo. ¡No se inquieten
ni teman!
—Juan 14:27

Find a downloadable handout of the Four Steps to Vocation Disernment at VocationNetwork.org
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¡Tu misión te espera!
Mensaje del Papa Francisco a los jóvenes

¡Qué gran potencialidad hay en sus manos! ¡Qué fuerza
tienen en sus corazones!
Cada año, el Papa dirige un mensaje directamente a los jóvenes y a los adultos
jóvenes. En medio de los estragos del COVID-19, el Papa Francisco los llamó a abrir
sus corazones a Dios, levantarse y buscar su misión en la vida. Esta es una versión
condensada de su mensaje para la 36° Jornada Mundial de la Juventud, presentado
en noviembre de 2021.
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VIRGIL CAYASA, UNSPLASH

maryknollsisters.org
HOY, UNA VEZ
más, Dios le
dice a cada uno
de ustedes:
“¡Levántate!”.

E

N EL MUNDO ENTERO se
tuvo que afrontar el sufrimiento causado por la pérdida de tantas personas queridas y
por el aislamiento social. También a
ustedes, jóvenes—que por naturaleza
se proyectan hacia el exterior—la
emergencia sanitaria les impidió salir
para ir a la escuela, a la universidad,
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al trabajo, para reunirse. Se encontraron en situaciones difíciles, que no
estaban acostumbrados a gestionar.
Quienes estaban menos preparados
y privados de apoyo se sintieron
desorientados. En muchos casos
surgieron problemas familiares, así
como desocupación, depresión, soledad y dependencias. Sin hablar del

estrés acumulado, de las tensiones y
explosiones de rabia, y del aumento
de la violencia.
Pero gracias a Dios este no es el
único lado de la medalla. Si la prueba
nos mostró nuestras fragilidades,
también hizo que aparecieran nuestras virtudes, como la predisposición
a la solidaridad. En cada rincón del
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Incarnation

The presence of love
Go to iwbscc.org to read our story and share yours
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mundo vimos muchas personas,
entre ellas numerosos jóvenes, luchar por la vida, sembrar esperanza,
defender la libertad y la justicia, ser
artífices de paz y constructores de
puentes.
Cuando un joven cae, en cierto
sentido cae la humanidad. Pero también es verdad que cuando un joven
se levanta, es como si se levantara
el mundo entero. Queridos jóvenes,
¡qué gran potencialidad hay en sus
manos! ¡Qué fuerza tienen en sus
corazones!
Por eso hoy, una vez más, Dios le
dice a cada uno de ustedes: “¡Levántate!”. Espero de todo corazón que
este mensaje nos ayude a prepararnos
para tiempos nuevos, para una nueva
página en la historia de la humanidad. Pero, queridos jóvenes, no es
posible recomenzar sin ustedes. Para
volver a levantarse, el mundo necesita la fuerza, el entusiasmo y la pasión
que tienen ustedes. En este sentido,
quisiera que meditemos juntos el
pasaje de los Hechos de los Apóstoles
en el que Jesús le dice a Pablo: “¡Levántate! Te hago testigo de las cosas
que has visto” (Hechos 26:16).

Dios te llama por tu nombre
El versículo está tomado del testimonio de Pablo ante el rey Agripa,
mientras se encontraba detenido en
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la cárcel. Él, que un tiempo fue enemigo y perseguidor de los cristianos,
ahora es juzgado por su fe en Cristo.
Habían pasado unos veinticinco años
cuando el Apóstol narra su historia y el episodio fundamental de su
encuentro con Cristo.
Pablo confiesa que anteriormente había perseguido a los cristianos
hasta que un día, cuando iba a
Damasco para arrestar a algunos de
ellos, una luz “más brillante que el
sol” lo envolvió a él y a sus compañeros de viaje (Hechos 26:13), pero
solamente él oyó “una voz”. Jesús le
dirigió la palabra y lo llamó por su
nombre.
Profundicemos juntos este hecho.
Llamando a Saulo por su nombre,
el Señor le hizo comprender que lo
conocía personalmente. Es como si le
dijera: “Sé quién eres, sé lo que estás
tramando, pero a pesar de todo me
dirijo justo a ti”. Lo llamó dos veces,
como signo de una vocación especial
y muy importante, como había hecho
con Moisés (Éxodo 3:4) y con Samuel
(1 Samuel 3:10). Cayendo al suelo,
Saulo comprendió que era testigo
de una manifestación divina, de una
revelación poderosa, que lo sacudió,
pero no lo aplastó, al contrario, lo
interpeló personalmente.
En efecto, sólo un encuentro
personal—no anónimo—con Cristo
cambia la vida. Jesús muestra que

Cuando un joven cae,
en cierto sentido cae
la humanidad. Pero
también es verdad
que cuando un joven
se levanta, es como si
se levantara el mundo
entero. . . . Por eso hoy,
una vez más, Dios le dice
a cada uno de ustedes:
“¡Levántate!”.
conoce bien a Saulo, que “conoce
su interior”. Aun cuando Saulo es
un perseguidor, aun cuando en su
corazón siente odio hacia los cristianos, Jesús sabe que esto se debe a
la ignorancia y quiere demostrar su
misericordia en él. Será justamente
esta gracia, este amor inmerecido e
incondicional, la luz que transformará radicalmente la vida de Saulo.

“¿Quién eres, Señor?”
Ante esa presencia misteriosa que lo
llama por su nombre, Saulo pregunta: “¿Quién eres, Señor?” (Hechos
26:15). Esta pregunta es sumamente
importante, y todos en la vida, antes
o después, nos la tenemos que hacer.
No basta haber escuchado hablar de
Cristo a otros, es necesario hablar
con Él personalmente. Esto, básicamente, es rezar. Es hablar a Jesús
directamente, aunque tengamos el
corazón todavía desordenado, la
mente llena de dudas o incluso de
desprecio hacia Cristo y los cristianos. Me gustaría que cada joven, desde lo profundo de su corazón, llegara
a hacerse esta pregunta: “¿Quién
eres, Señor?”.
No podemos dar por descontado
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que todos conocen a Jesús, aun en
la era de internet. La pregunta que
muchas personas dirigen a Jesús y a
la Iglesia es justamente esta: “¿Quién
eres?”. En todo el relato de la vocación de San Pablo esta es la única vez
en la que él habla. Y a su pregunta, el
Señor responde sin demora: “Yo soy
Jesús, al que tú persigues.”
Por medio de esta respuesta, el
Señor Jesús revela a Saulo un gran
misterio: que Él se identifica con
la Iglesia, con los cristianos. Hasta
ahora, Saulo no había visto de Cristo
más que a los fieles que había encerrado en la cárcel (Hechos 26:10),
cuya condena a muerte él mismo
había aprobado (ibid.). Y había visto
cómo los cristianos respondían al
mal con el bien, al odio con el amor,
aceptando las injusticias, la violencia, las calumnias y las persecuciones

sufridas por el nombre de Cristo. Por
eso, si se mira bien, Saulo de algún
modo —sin saberlo— había encontrado a Cristo, ¡lo había encontrado
en los cristianos!
Cuántas veces hemos oído decir:
“Jesús sí, la Iglesia no”, como si uno
pudiera ser una alternativa a la otra.
No se puede conocer a Jesús si no
se conoce a la Iglesia. No se puede
conocer a Jesús si no por medio de
los hermanos y las hermanas de su
comunidad. No nos podemos llamar
plenamente cristianos si no vivimos
la dimensión eclesial de la fe.

Nadie está más
allá del alcance de Dios
Estas son las palabras que el Señor
dirigió a Saulo después de que cayera
al suelo. Parece como si le estuviese

hablando de modo misterioso desde
largo tiempo, tratando de atraerlo
hacía sí, y Saulo se estuviera resistiendo. Este mismo dulce “reproche”,
nuestro Señor lo dirige a cada joven
que se aleja: “¿Hasta cuándo huirás
de mí? ¿Por qué no escuchas que te
estoy llamando? Estoy esperando tu
regreso”. Como el profeta Jeremías,
nosotros a veces decimos: “No volveré a recordarlo” (Jeremías 20:9).
Pero en el corazón de cada uno hay
como un fuego ardiente, aunque
nos esforcemos por contenerlo no lo
conseguimos, porque es más fuerte
que nosotros mismos.
El Señor eligió a alguien que
incluso lo había perseguido, que
había sido completamente hostil a
Él y a los suyos. Pero no existe una
persona que para Dios sea irrecuperable. Por medio del encuentro
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personal con Él siempre es posible
volver a empezar. Ningún joven está
fuera del alcance de la gracia y de la
misericordia de Dios. De ninguno se
puede decir: está demasiado lejos, es
demasiado tarde. ¡Cuántos jóvenes
tienen la pasión de oponerse e ir
contracorriente, pero llevan escondida en el corazón la necesidad de
comprometerse, de amar con todas
sus fuerzas, de identificarse con una
misión! Jesús, en el joven Saulo, ve
exactamente esto.
Después de la revelación en el
camino de Damasco, Saulo preferirá
ser llamado Pablo, que significa “pequeño”. No se trata de un “nombre
de usuario” o de un “nombre artístico” —tan en boga hoy incluso entre
la gente común—, fue el encuentro
con Cristo el que lo hizo sentirse
realmente así, derribando el muro
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ME GUSTARÍA
que cada
joven, desde lo
profundo de su
corazón, llegara
a hacerse esta
pregunta: “¿Quién
eres, Señor?”.

que le impedía conocerse de verdad.
Él mismo afirmó de sí: “Porque yo
soy el más insignificante de los apóstoles, incluso indigno de llamarme
apóstol por haber perseguido a la
Iglesia de Dios” (1 Corintios 15:9).

Dios ve y ama nuestro
verdadero ser
A santa Teresa de Lisieux, como a

otros santos, le gustaba repetir que
la humildad es la verdad. Hoy en día
muchas “historias” sazonan nuestras
jornadas, especialmente en las redes
sociales, a menudo construidas artísticamente con mucha producción,
con videocámaras y escenarios diferentes. Se buscan cada vez más los
focos del primer plano, sabiamente
orientados, para poder mostrar a los
“amigos” y “seguidores” una imagen
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de sí que a veces no refleja la propia
verdad. Cristo, luz meridiana, viene
a iluminarnos y a restituirnos nuestra autenticidad, liberándonos de
cualquier máscara. Nos muestra con
nitidez lo que somos, porque nos
ama tal como somos.
La conversión de Pablo no fue
un volver para atrás, sino abrirse a
una perspectiva totalmente nueva.
En efecto, él continuó el camino
hacia Damasco, pero ya no era el
mismo de antes, era una persona
distinta (Hechos 22:10).
En la vida ordinaria es posible
convertirse y renovarse haciendo las
cosas que solemos hacer, pero con el
corazón transformado y con motivaciones diferentes. En este caso, Jesús
le pidió a Pablo expresamente que
siguiera hasta Damasco, hacia donde
se dirigía. Pablo obedeció, pero ahora la finalidad y la perspectiva de su

viaje habían cambiado radicalmente.
De ahora en adelante verá la realidad
con ojos nuevos. Antes eran los ojos
del perseguidor justiciero, desde
ahora serán los del discípulo testigo.
Hoy la invitación de Cristo a
Pablo se dirige a cada una y cada uno
de vosotros, jóvenes: ¡Levántate! No
puedes quedarte tirado en el suelo
sintiendo pena de ti mismo, ¡hay una
misión que te espera! También tú
puedes ser testigo de las obras que
Jesús ha comenzado a realizar en ti.

En la vida ordinaria es
posible convertirse y
renovarse haciendo las
cosas que solemos hacer,
pero con el corazón
transformado y con
motivaciones diferentes.

Condensado. El texto original completo puede verse en www.vatican.va/
content/francesco/es/messages/youth/
documents/papa-francesco_20210914_
messaggio-giovani_2021.html.
Copyright © Libreria Editrice Vatican.
Reproducido con permiso.
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CORTESÍA DE LAS HERMANAS DE LA MISERICORDIA DE LAS AMÉRICAS

LA HERMANA
Rosemary Welsh,
R.S.M., directora
ejecutiva de Casa
Misericordia,
un refugio para
sobrevivientes de la
violencia doméstica
en Laredo, Texas,
habla con una mujer.
El servicio a los
demás es el sello
de las comunidades
religiosas apostólicas,
como también de
las comunidades
que son un híbrido e
incluyen un elemento
apostólico.

Los cuatro estilos
principales de vida religiosa
por

La Hermana
Katia Chávez,
S.J.S. pertenece
a las Hermanas
Siervas del Santísimo Sacramento. Ejerce
su ministerio en
una parroquia
de Bonita, California, y forma
parte del equipo
vocacional de su
comunidad.

Hermana Katia Chávez, S.J.S.

Read this article in English on page 24.

Gracias a la infinita creatividad del Espíritu Santo, la vida
religiosa se compone de muchas comunidades, cada una
con sus propias distinciones. En medio de la variedad hay
esencialmente cuatro tipos principales de institutos.

L

A VIDA CONSAGRADA consiste en revelar el cuidado del amor y la misericordia de Dios en toda clase de lugares y circunstancias. La variedad de
comunidades religiosas expresa diferentes dimensiones del amor de Dios
por las personas. Ellas reflejan las diversas formas en que los dones del Espíritu
Santo se han derramado a lo largo de los siglos, ya sea en la contemplación silenciosa o proclamando el evangelio a las personas en los márgenes de la sociedad.
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Como dice el documento de la
Iglesia Lumen Gentium (Luz de las
Naciones), “por su fidelidad inquebrantable y humilde en su consagración elegida, [los religiosos] prestan
generosos servicios de todo tipo.”
En medio de esta variedad,
existen cuatro tipos básicos de
comunidades religiosas: monásticas,
contemplativas de clausura, apostólicas y misioneras. Los diferentes tipos
de comunidades religiosas surgen de
una rica historia de vida consagrada
que se remonta a los primeros tiempos de la Iglesia.

La vida monástica
Dentro de la Iglesia primitiva había
quienes vivían una vida contracultural de oración y comunidad en el
desierto o fuera de una ciudad. Estas
agrupaciones fueron el origen de lo

que hoy se conoce como vida religiosa monástica. Los miembros de
los institutos monásticos se llaman
monjes y monjas. Llevan una vida
contemplativa en que la oración y la
vida en común son fundamentales, y
realizan un trabajo o ministerio que
se adapta a su forma de vida. Pueden
estar recluidos o ser libres para ejercer
su ministerio fuera del monasterio,
pero viven “en estabilidad” (para usar
su lenguaje) a una comunidad monástica particular. Dentro de esta comunidad, observan tiempos regulares de
oración comunitaria a lo largo del día,
basados en los salmos y las oraciones
que componen la práctica de oración
de la Iglesia, llamada Oficio Divino,
desde hace mucho tiempo. Aunque
no todos los monjes son Benedictinos,
la mayoría sigue alguna forma de la
Regla de San Benito, un texto escrito
en el año 529 que describe las virtu-

des monásticas, como la obediencia
y la humildad, y establece una pauta
para la vida diaria.
Algunos ejemplos de comunidades monásticas son los Benedictinos, los Agustinos, los Norbertinos,
las Monjas de la Visitación y los
Brigidinos.

La vida contemplativa
enclaustrada
Esta forma de vida es una variante
de la forma monástica. Las comunidades de clausura mantienen la
práctica de retirarse del “mundo” y
del ministerio exterior para llevar
una vida enteramente dedicada a la
contemplación. Los miembros rara
vez salen de la residencia de sus
monasterios. Así es como lo describe un documento de la Iglesia de
1999 sobre la vida contemplativa,
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CORTESÍA DE LA ABADÍA DE SAN BERNARDO

La naturaleza de las
comunidades religiosas
apostólicas es el amor y
el servicio en nombre de
la Iglesia.

Verbi Sponsa: “De manera específica y radical, los contemplativos de
clausura se asemejan a Cristo Jesús
en la oración en la montaña y a su
Misterio Pascual, que es la muerte
para la resurrección... Su vida es un
recordatorio para todo el pueblo
cristiano de la vocación fundamental
de todos de acercarse a Dios.” Las
monjas y los monjes contemplativos
dedican períodos del día al silencio,
la soledad, la Misa y el Oficio Divino.
La mayoría también se dedica a trabajos in situ para mantenerse, como
el cultivo de alimentos y la elaboración de panes de altar.
Ejemplos de monjes contemplativos de clausura son las Carmelitas Descalzas, las Clarisas, los
Cistercienses, los Trapenses y varias
comunidades de sacerdotes y monjas
Benedictinos y Dominicos.

La vida apostólica
Un tercer grupo importante de vida
consagrada son las congregaciones
religiosas apostólicas, que se desarrollaron más tarde que los dos
primeros grupos y comprenden la
mayoría de los institutos religiosos.
Los grupos apostólicos se centran en
el ministerio exterior. Suelen ejercer
la caridad tal y como se expresa en
Mateo 25: dar de comer a los hambrientos, visitar a los enfermos y a
los presos, acoger a los sin techo,
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EL HERMANO BENEDICT
Dyar, O.S.B., de la
Abadía de San Bernardo
en Cullman, Alabama, se
“reviste”, o se pone las
vestiduras, para rezar
el Oficio Divino. Como
monjes Benedictinos, su
comunidad organiza su
ministerio educativo en
torno al ritmo diario del
Oficio Divino, una serie
de oraciones a lo largo
del día.

enterrar a los muertos y vestir a
los desnudos. La naturaleza de las
comunidades religiosas apostólicas
es el amor y el servicio en nombre de
la Iglesia. Los dones, o carismas, que
poseen estos religiosos difieren según
las gracias que se le asignan a cada
uno. Los administradores tienen el
don de liderazgo, los profesores pueden impartir nuevos conocimientos,
los predicadores tienen el don de la
palabra movilizante, etc...
Para los miembros de estos institutos religiosos, el ministerio surge de
una íntima unión con Dios, alimentada en la comunidad y la oración. Este
amor se transmite a quienes sirven.

Algunos ejemplos de comunidades apostólicas son los Paulistas, los
Jesuitas, los Vicentinos, las Hermanas de la Misericordia, las Hermanas
de la Caridad, las Hermanas de San
José, los Dominicos, los Hermanos
Cristianos, los Hermanos Alexianos,
los Sacerdotes del Sagrado Corazón,
la Congregación de la Santa Cruz,
las Hermanas de la Providencia, las
Hermanas de la Presentación, los
Maristas y los Marianistas.

La vida misionera
El cuarto grupo principal de vida
consagrada son los institutos reli-

giosos misioneros. Estos institutos
están comprometidos con la proclamación del Evangelio, siguiendo
estrictamente el mandato de Jesús:
“Vayan por todo el mundo y anuncien el Evangelio a toda criatura”
(Marcos 16:15). En consonancia
con su vocación de evangelización,
los misioneros y misioneras suelen
dedicar su vida a proyectos humanitarios en diferentes países, zonas
marginadas o entre personas no
evangelizadas, respetando la diversidad de culturas, razas y tradiciones
de fe. La vocación misionera puede
implicar la toma de riesgos, a veces
proclamando el evangelio en entornos difíciles.
Algunos ejemplos de institutos
misioneros son los Misioneros del
Verbo Divino, los Maryknolls, los
Espiritanos, los Misioneros de la
Preciosa Sangre, las Misioneras de
la Caridad, los Combonianos y los
Columbanos.
Me he centrado aquí en cuatro tipos
principales de vida consagrada—
monástica, contemplativa, apostólica
y misionera—pero es útil saber que
algunos grupos son un híbrido de
dos o más de estos tipos. La comunidad a la que pertenezco, Hermanas
Siervas del Santísimo Sacramento,
no es precisamente ninguno de estos
cuatro tipos, sino más bien una mezcla de contemplativa y apostólica.
Mientras te informas sobre estas
diferentes formas de vida consagrada, recuerda que el Señor nos llama
a cada uno por su nombre. Te invito
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a buscar la forma de vida que mejor
hable a tu corazón y a tus talentos.
¡No tengas miedo de entregarlo todo
al Señor! Y recuerda que Dios no llama a quienes están calificados, sino
que Dios da cualidades a los que son
llamados. =
Una versión previa de este artículo

apareció como presentación de la serie
de webinars de NRVC “La vida religiosa hoy: ¡Conócela! ¡Ámala! ¡Vívela!”
Encuentra más información sobre la
serie aquí: nrvc.net/webinars.
Artículo relacionado:
VocationNetwork.org, “Nueve cosas que
la vida religiosa tiene para ofrecer.”
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El carisma motiva un
ministerio pleno de afecto
El Hermano
Kyle Mena,
F.S.C. es un
Hermano de La
Salle que ha enseñado ciencias
y teología en la
escuela secundaria y actualmente ejerce su
ministerio en la
Central Catholic
High School de
Pittsburgh.

La personalidad espiritual de una comunidad—o carisma—
define el modo en que los miembros pasan sus días y
desarrollan sus ministerios.

M

I CAMINO HACIA la vida religiosa comenzó con un proyecto de construcción en mi residencia universitaria. Mientras los martillos neumáticos sonaban en el exterior, yo buscaba refugio en la capilla y en los
eventos del campus, incluidos los dirigidos por el ministerio del campus. Huía del
ruido, pero antes de que me diese cuenta, mi fe empezó a florecer.
Además, durante mis años universitarios conocí de manera providencial a un
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CORTESÍA DE LOS HERMANOS DEL SAGRADO CORAZÓN

EL CARISMA de
los Hermanos del
Sagrado Corazón
los inspiró en 2010 a
reabrir un internado
en Mozambique,
África. El Hermano
Lucas Favreau, S.C.
participa en una
Misa dominical
en Amatongas,
Mozambique.

Hermano Kyle Mena, F.S.C.
Read this article in English on page 30.
por

Hermano de La Salle. Él me abrió
nuevas oportunidades, como invitarme a conocer a otros jóvenes también interesados en la vida religiosa,
extender una propuesta a vivir en
su comunidad e invitarme a dirigir
proyectos de servicio comunitario
para jóvenes en edad de estudios
secundarios. A través de estas y otras
experiencias empecé a comprender
que el ministerio fluye del carisma,
que es la espiritualidad o personali-
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Are you . . .
Friendly and outgoing?
Aware of the needs of
others?
Willing to give
of yourself?

El ministerio fluye
del carisma, que es
la espiritualidad o
personalidad de un
instituto religioso.

Willing to do yourself
and us a favor?
Considering the
possibility of being
a Brother?

If so, contact me:
Brother Tim Smyth, CFC | Coordinator of Young Adult Ministry
Edmund Rice Christian Brothers | gts@cbinstitute.org | ERCBNA.org
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Sisters of the Holy Family
Continuing ministry for over 178 years through . . .

For more information contact Sister Laura Mercier, SSF @ 504-460-5122
Code #502 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

dad de un instituto religioso.
El Estudio de 2020 del NRVC sobre
las Vocaciones Recientes descubrió que
el carisma y la misión son dos de las
claves que atraen a los jóvenes hacia
la vida religiosa. En un debate sobre
los carismas y los ministerios con
otros religiosos, se nos ocurrieron las
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siguientes ideas que hemos comprobado que son verdaderas mientras
vivimos nuestras vocaciones.

1) El ministerio fluye del
carisma. Por lo tanto, al
discernir una vocación con una

congregación particular, es
importante ver cómo se vive el
carisma en la vida diaria.
Algunas comunidades religiosas
tienen carismas muy específicos que
definen su ministerio. Habiendo
terminado la primera parte de mi
ingreso con los Hermanos de las
Escuelas Cristianas, sé que el carisma de La Salle hace hincapié en la
educación humana y Cristiana para
los pobres. Eso significa que nuestro
carisma está específicamente ligado a
la educación. No todos los carismas
tienen una conexión tan evidente
con el ministerio. Pero algunos sí.
Otros grupos que tienen carismas
definidos ministerialmente son los
Hermanos Alexianos, cuyo carisma y
ministerios se centran en la sanación
y el cuidado de la salud, y las Hermanitas de los Pobres, cuyo carisma y
ministerios se centran en los hogares
para ancianos.
Muchas comunidades religiosas tienen carismas que no definen
necesariamente el ministerio, pero
a menudo le dan un giro particular.
Por ejemplo, el carisma general de
un instituto puede centrarse en la
misericordia y la hospitalidad, pero
sin especificar ningún ministerio

particular que defina a la comunidad
religiosa. Por ejemplo, al igual que el
“espíritu de familia” que se encuentra en la familia inmediata y en la
familia extendida, grupos como los
Dominicos y los Franciscanos pueden tener raíces similares pero cada
uno con una expresión única de su
don carismático. El Hermano Steven
Vasoli, F.S.C. afirma: “Los miembros
de las comunidades religiosas buscan
dedicarse a ministerios que consideran que abarcan este carisma e intentan llevar el carisma a su ministerio.”
Sea cual sea el enfoque, el carisma es un don del Espíritu Santo
a la Iglesia que se encuentra en los
corazones y espíritus de las distintas
comunidades y de sus miembros.
Sirve como fuerza de unión. Teniendo en cuenta de nuevo que el
ministerio fluye del carisma, esta
fuerza unificadora se ha transmitido
durante siglos, superando numerosas
generaciones de miembros dentro de
las comunidades religiosas y dando
lugar a diversos ministerios. Pero,
¿cómo es posible?

2) El carisma es tanto una parte
natural de los miembros como
algo que la comunidad nutre y
cultiva intencionalmente.
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En una conversación con la Hermana Charlene Henrinckx, S.S.M.O.,
ella señaló: “A los candidatos no se
les enseña el carisma, sino que se
sienten atraídos por una comunidad
porque el candidato, con su [propio]
carisma, resuena con el de la comunidad.” Me gusta esa visión, así que
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CORTESÍA DEL MONASTERIO DEL VALLE DE NUESTRA SEÑORA

ESTA COMUNIDAD
Cisterciense
organiza su vida en
torno a la oración, la
liturgia y el trabajo
manual silencioso.
Su carisma incluye
la elaboración
de hostias para
comunión.

El ministerio implica
la aceptación de que
hay una necesidad que
satisfacer compartiendo
los propios dones en un
acto de servicio.
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permítanme repetirla: las personas
que son aceptadas en una comunidad religiosa ya tienen el carisma de
esa comunidad. Por eso se sienten
atraídos naturalmente por la comunidad en primer lugar. La comunidad
reconoció su propio carisma en estos
aspirantes, y por eso los aceptó.
En lo personal, ha sido la genuina humildad y el celo de los hermanos por la misión y el ministerio de
la educación lo que me ha llevado
a formar conexiones y relaciones
naturales con los hermanos mayores a lo largo de los años. Habiendo
enseñado con hermanos y hermanas

por igual en varios ministerios de la
escuela secundaria, sé que la pasión
y el éxito de un ministerio fluye del
carisma.

3) El ministerio es más grande
y más rico que una tarea
necesaria
El padre Raymond Carey habló a los
miembros del programa de Noviciado Intercongregacional 2020-2021
sobre la importancia y el valor de
cultivar relaciones éticas y profesionales en nuestros ministerios. Hizo
hincapié en que el ministerio no es

simplemente un trabajo o una forma
de asegurarse de contribuir a la
comunidad. El ministerio implica la
aceptación de que hay una necesidad que satisfacer compartiendo
los propios dones en un acto de
servicio. Un ministerio que prospera
tiene en su centro a miembros que
destilan cualidades positivas centradas en el panorama general, y que
tienen confianza y fe en Dios y en
los demás.
Atribuyo mi visión del ministerio a mis modelos de conducta, que
me han enseñado que el ministerio
es un simple acto de aceptación de
la llamada a entrar en relación con
aquellos a quienes lo ofreces, como
también con tus colegas, tanto laicos
como religiosos. El ministerio se
ha convertido en una extensión de
mi propia familia, mi comunidad
original. Mi familia siempre me ha
animado a ser auténtico, genuino y
fiel a Dios como discípulo de Cristo.
Mi familia me sirve de recordatorio
constante para abrazar continuamente los valores del respeto y el
servicio a los demás como hermanos
y hermanas en Cristo.
Espero que estas pocas reflexiones sobre el carisma y el ministerio
te ayuden a aportar algo de claridad,
paz y apoyo mientras sigues pensando en el camino que tienes por delante. He tenido un gran viaje, empezando por aquellos primeros días
en la universidad, cuando conocí a
mi comunidad, hasta este momento

www.osbmonks.org click ‘vocations’
or email joseph@delbarton.org
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INFLAMED BY THE SPIRIT/ IN SIMPLICITY AND JOY
Our passion for unity motivates us to embody
the reconciliation of all with God, self, each other, and all creation.
We choose to live this with Joy!

GRAYMOOR.ORG
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en que comparto con ustedes mis
ideas sobre la vida religiosa. Un gran
amigo y mentor me dijo una vez:
“No lo veas como un gran compromiso. Míralo, en cambio, como una
serie de compromisos íntimos y diarios con Dios, contigo mismo y con
los demás. Cada día, otro sí a seguir

probando la vida consagrada.” =
Una versión previa de este artículo
apareció como presentación de la serie
de webinars de NRVC “La vida religiosa hoy: ¡Conócela! ¡Ámala! ¡Vívela!”
Encuentra más información sobre la
serie aquí: nrvc.net/webinars.
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EN ESPAÑOL: VIDA RELIGIOSA

CORTESÍA DE LAS HERMANAS DE LA MISERICORDIA DE LAS AMÉRICAS

TENER PERSONAS
que te apoyen
en los buenos
y en los malos
momentos es una
de las partes más
hermosas de la vida
de la comunidad
religiosa. Aquí la
Hermana Jenny
Wilson, R.S.M.,
izquierda, firma
los papeles en su
ceremonia de votos
perpetuos.

Vida comunitaria:
Un lugar que llamamos
hogar

Padre Luis Romero, C.M.
Read this article in English on page 36.
por

El Padre Luis
Romero, C.M.
es un sacerdote
Vicentino que
se desempeña
como director
vocacional de la
provincia oriental de su comunidad.

Mi comunidad se ha convertido en un lugar donde me
siento querido, aceptado y apoyado. También es un lugar
donde puedo encontrar la sanación.

E

L TEMA DE LA COMUNIDAD RELIGIOSA es tan interesante como
desafiante. Desde nuestra creación, Dios concibió a la humanidad para
que fuera relacional. Ninguno de nosotros estaba destinado a vivir la vida
Cristiana en soledad. Las Escrituras nos llaman a amarnos unos a otros como
Jesús nos ama. Por lo tanto, nos desafía a comprometernos a vivir juntos como
pueblo de Dios.
Las comunidades religiosas de Cristianos que viven juntos son una manera
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de seguir la mente de Dios. Éstas
están destinadas a ser regalos de
Dios, ofreciendo a quienes ingresan en ellas la oportunidad de vivir
juntos una vida rica y exigente.
Brindan un camino para compartir
nuestra vida común en Cristo con
toda la gente.
La Iglesia encuentra la fuente
suprema de su vida y acción en la
Santísima Trinidad, tres personas,
Padre, Hijo y Espíritu, que existen
con una sola mente y un solo corazón, unidos por un amor ilimitado.
Dios desea que nosotros también
vivamos y disfrutemos de ese amor.
El Padre, el Hijo y el Espíritu se
entregan también a nosotros para
que podamos amarnos como ellos se
aman. Jesús nos muestra ese amor y
sigue guiándonos.
Como religiosos, cada uno de
nosotros expresa ese amor al com-

partir nuestra vida común en nuestras diversas congregaciones religiosas. Vivimos juntos, rezamos juntos
y ejercemos el ministerio juntos.
A pesar de nuestras diferencias y
desafíos, nos esforzamos por crecer
en santidad a través de la amistad y
la fraternidad, sirviendo al pueblo
de Dios mientras nos apoyamos
mutuamente.

Hermanos que me acompañan
Para mí, una comunidad religiosa
es donde puedo sentirme apoyado
en el ministerio. Cuando me siento
deprimido o tengo algún tipo de lucha en mi ministerio, mis hermanos
de la comunidad siempre están ahí
para ayudarme.
Veamos ahora el Nuevo Testamento, en particular los Hechos de
los Apóstoles. Allí encontramos una

Para mí, una comunidad
religiosa es donde puedo
sentirme apoyado en el
ministerio.

descripción de lo que es la comunidad y por qué es importante vivir
bien la comunidad.
Se dedicaron a la enseñanza
de los apóstoles y a la vida
comunitaria, a compartir
el pan y a las oraciones. El
asombro se apoderaba de
todos, y se hacían muchos
prodigios y señales a través de
los apóstoles. Todos los que
creían estaban juntos y tenían
todo en común; vendían sus
propiedades y posesiones y
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CORTESÍA DE LOS FRAILES DOMINICOS, PROVINCIA DE SAN MARTÍN DE PORRES

las repartían entre todos según la necesidad de cada uno
(Hechos 2:42-45).
Este pasaje es una pequeña parte
de todo un capítulo que muestra
cómo era la vida comunitaria en las
primeras comunidades Cristianas.
Muestra que eran muy obedientes al
impulso del Espíritu Santo.
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Durante siglos, las comunidades religiosas de hombres y mujeres
han recurrido a estos relatos de los
Hechos de los Apóstoles para tener
un modelo de lo que significa vivir
en comunidad. La vida en común
nos da la oportunidad de vivir con
personas comprometidas con la
misma misión y carisma—un grupo
de hermanos o hermanas que nos

COMUNIDAD SIGNIFICA tener
a otras personas con quienes
rezar y que te animen a crecer
espiritualmente. Dos frailes
Dominicos rezan en el Santuario
Nacional de San Martín de
Porres en Memphis, Tennessee.
De izquierda a derecha, el Padre
Francis Orozco, O.P. y el Padre
Thomas Schaefgen, O.P.
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En la comunidad
sabemos que, sean
cuales sean las
dificultades que
tengamos, las pasaremos
juntos en Cristo.

cada miembro tiene un sentido de
corresponsabilidad por la fidelidad
de los demás; cada uno contribuye
a un clima sereno de compartir la
vida, de comprensión y de ayuda
mutua, cada uno está atento a los
momentos de fatiga, de sufrimiento,
de aislamiento o de falta de motivación de los demás; cada uno ofrece
apoyo a los que están afligidos por
las dificultades y las pruebas.”

Fracasos, sí, pero también
reconciliación
apoyarán, animarán y amarán en
cualquier circunstancia. En la comunidad sabemos que, sean cuales
sean las dificultades que tengamos,
las pasaremos juntos en Cristo.
El documento del Vaticano,
Congregavit nos in unum Christi
amor (La vida fraterna en comunidad), afirma: “Dentro de una comunidad verdaderamente fraterna,

Desde mi propia experiencia, después de vivir en comunidad durante
algunos años, puedo decir lo bendecido que soy por pertenecer a la
comunidad Vicentina de sacerdotes y
hermanos. Mi comunidad se ha convertido en un lugar donde me siento
amado, aceptado y apoyado. También es un lugar donde puedo encontrar la sanación. Si fallas, tus errores
pueden ser redimidos. Si estás herido

por la vida, siempre tendrás alguien
que te apoye.
Permítanme terminar enumerando cuatro valores para vivir en comunidad tomados del derecho canónico:
1. La comunidad se convierte
en un apoyo mutuo para todos.
2. Estamos unidos como una
familia especial en Cristo.
3. Por la comunión como
hermanos y hermanas estamos
arraigados y afianzados en la
caridad.
4. Como miembros de una
comunidad estamos llamados
a ser ejemplo de la reconciliación universal que se nos ha
dado en Cristo.
Debes saber que, seas quien seas,
mientras lees este artículo para
entender mejor la vida de la comunidad religiosa y continuar tu discernimiento, estarás en mis oraciones.
Dios nos llama a cada uno por su
nombre, y el camino Cristiano está
destinado a ser vivido juntos. ¿Cómo
vas a vivir tu vocación Cristiana? =
Una versión previa de este artículo
apareció como presentación de la serie
de webinars de NRVC “La vida religiosa hoy: ¡Conócela! ¡Ámala! ¡Vívela!”
Encuentra más información sobre la
serie aquí: nrvc.net/webinars.
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BEING CATHOLIC

Prayer: Our never-ending
conversation with God
by

Alice Camille
is a nationally
known writer,
religious
educator, and
retreat leader.
Each month she
writes VISION’s
“Questions
Catholics
ask” column
online and
“Discernment
matters” column
in the E-Vocation
newsletter.
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Alice Camille

It’s natural to ask God for help, and Christians have
been doing it for centuries. How do we show up for
this kind of prayer? What is going on when we place
our needs before God?

I

LIVE IN THE HIGH DESERT. At this altitude I’m grateful to have
a small, sunny alcove for the wintry months. It’s fitted with a few
comfy chairs, house plants, and a small table wide enough to hold
a coffee cup, breviary, and rosary. This little space has become my goto place to pray.

PAULINA KRZYŻAK, FLICKR

Don’t let college debt be
an obstacle to your vocation

We’re here to help. Find out how you may pursue your
vocation candidacy with a qualified religious community*
free from the worry of student loan payments.
Talk to your vocation director now about the possibilities.
* Communities must be members of the National Religious Vocation Conference to be eligible
for a grant from the National Fund for Catholic Religous Vocations.

PRAYER of
petition is one
of the most
common forms
of prayer. We all
have needs, and
it is natural to lift
them up to God.

Please, don’t let college debt be
an obstacle to any vocation
You can help. With $1.6 trillion in U.S. federal student debt, the Vocation Fund
was established to address the problem educational debt poses for new
vocations. Since its inception in 2014, more than 50 grants have been awarded
to religious communities to service the student loans of serious candidates
to religious life. The National Fund for Catholic Religious Vocations
welcomes your financial support.

Learn more at VocationFund.org
Each morning, I make coffee
and head into the alcove. Sometimes
I curl up in a chair with my cup for
an hour without doing anything
observable. Or I may sing psalms
from the breviary. I may say a Rosary, dedicating each decade to some
group in the world: parents, refugees, leaders. Most mornings I speak
aloud the names of friends in need,
holding their concerns with tender
attention. Visitors have told me I sit
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there and smile a lot. Inhaling the
aroma of coffee, absorbing the sun
on my skin, following the promptings of my heart in prayer, there
seems rather a lot to smile about. It’s
a new day, and I’m part of it.
But one could ask: Why do this?
Why take an hour of life each day
and apparently throw it out the win-

dow? What happens when we pray,
exactly? What do we expect God
does in response to our entreaties?
Does anything really change after
prayer?
Prayer is a basic component of
life for believers. We pray when we
go to Mass, sit down to a meal, or
learn that someone we love is in
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God didn’t follow through. But if
our petition doesn’t purchase some
celestial goods, then what’s it for?

God speaks;
prayer is our response
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trouble. Some of us have habits of
prayer we practice faithfully, morning or evening; when we start the
car or begin an important task. Or
we may pray on an “as needed” basis—when things aren’t going well,
or we feel elated enough by good
news to want to high five the Higher
Power.
While there are several fundamental moods of prayer—praise,
thanksgiving, intercession, lamentation, and confession among them—
the most common prayer is one of
petition. Petition simply means we
have a request to make. Usually it’s
very specific. And because we have
a person or situation very much
in mind as we offer this prayer, we
anticipate an outcome that addresses
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our request. We hope our friend gets
the job. We want our aunt to receive
promising news from the doctor. We
fear violence is brewing and wish it
to be averted. We may be struggling
to escape a seemingly inescapable
circumstance, and seeking a trapdoor of miraculous proportions.
Of course, God is not a gumball
machine. We don’t put 25 cents’
worth of prayer into the cosmic
exchange and get a quarter’s worth
of rescue from the transaction. Our
consumer culture makes us prone
to this way of thinking. We may
also imagine it’s our job in prayer
to persuade God to do the right
thing—and God’s job to take our
advice! We may become frustrated
when it seems we did our part, and

Part of our confusion may be in that
we tend to view prayer as initiating a conversation—to which we
hope God will reply. Prayer is more
properly understood as a response.
Divine activity in the world comes
first. God’s self-revelation is the only
reason we know whom to address
in this exchange. Therefore prayer
doesn’t require a response so much
as it IS the response. From Genesis
onward, God speaks first. Our efforts
at prayer are an attempt to reply.
Theologian Timothy Lenchak
identifies five elements of prayer in
scripture that describe its meaning.
First, prayer is pervasive. It’s not
confined to the Book of Psalms but
appears everywhere in our sacred
history. Adam and Eve talk with God
in a familiar way. So does their son
Cain, even after killing his brother.
Abraham intercedes for doomed Sodom quite boldly. Moses is unafraid
to challenge God when he disagrees
with the direction the divine plan is
going. Military leaders pray for vic-

tory in upcoming battles. Prophets
pray for (and sometimes against) the
communities they represent with a
directness that can make us gasp.
Prayer is clearly not the privilege of
priests and kings. It’s a channel open
to anyone, at any time—public or
private, in the temple, at home, or
in the wilderness. It’s a conversation
accessible to the sinner and the sage.
Second, biblical prayer is presented as an obligation. God starts
the conversation; a reply is anticipated. How to respond is an open
question, whether in gratitude or
mourning, praising or venting, asking for what we need or admitting
we screwed up. Some daily check-in
is the biblical pattern. Consider how
Jesus slips off to pray regularly before, during, and to the last evening
of his mission on Earth.
Next, prayer is personal. It
engages our whole selves and our
history. We don’t pray in a vacuum,
but rather in the context of our own
time and place. Our prayer, therefore, must be honest, expressing
who we are and what this hour of
our human reality is like. A false or
segregated self is nothing to bring
to the conversation with someone
you trust—God most of all. Jesus
models this frankness in the Garden
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of Gethsemane, when he tells his Father that he’d rather not be handed
over to his enemies. If Jesus didn’t
say this, he’d be leaving out a vital
part of himself and his prayer would
be unreal.
In addition, biblical prayer
presumes a context of covenant. That
is, it’s larger than just you or me.
We each enter the conversation with
God as members of a faith community. This community has a long
history of relationship with God,
some of it beautiful and faithful,
some of it indifferent or disloyal.
Promises were made and many were
broken. Our faith community has a
story with sacred rituals, laws, and a
purpose. Ours is the God of Abraham and Jacob, Isaiah and Mary. We
add our names to that list when we
come into an attitude of prayer.
Finally, prayer is effective. This

Do you struggle in
knowing God’s will for you?
So did the Saints.
What did they do?
It’s simple really . . .
They simply
Prayed. Listened.
Responded.

Be Simply
Benedictine.
The Benedictine Sisters
of St. Scholastica
Monastery
Fort Smith, Arkansas

www.stscho.org
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NELSON NDONGALA, UNSPLASH

Code #258 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

CATHOLICS have
long been lighting
candles as a visible
sign of our special
prayer requests. It
helps to consider how
our petitions fit into
our overall prayer
relationship with God.

may be the hardest part to appreciate, since we often pray and don’t get
the results we hope for. Yet consider
that, even in the Bible, while the Red
Sea does get parted, healings occur, and battles with poor odds are
frequently victorious, prayer doesn’t
always offer this sort of return on
Code #318 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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the investment. Abraham is promised a land of his own. The only plot
of ground that ever belongs to him
is the grave he buys for his wife,
Sarah. In the story of the Maccabees,
seven faithful sons profess their loyalty to God and refuse to defile that
covenant by eating pork. Each one

BASEBALL IS A PASTIME
Being
BON SECOURS
is a lifetime!
Join our team –
our world is
God’s field of dreams.

In the decision to pray,
we are met and are no
longer alone with our
burdens.
in turn is killed by the enemy. Jesus
prays for the cup of suffering to pass
him by, but it doesn’t.
It’s that anguished prayer of
Jesus in the garden that teaches us
what we need to know about prayer
of petition. Jesus is honest about
what he fears and wants. Yet he
prays to align his will with his Father’s as he travels the way opening
before him.
This is how we understand
prayer to be effective when it clearly
doesn’t result in success as we define
it. Remember, prayer doesn’t start
a conversation but responds to one
already in progress. Entering this
conversation is an act of confidence
in God. In the decision to pray, we
are met and are no longer alone
with our burdens. Is sharing our
truest selves with a close friend a

Contact Sr. Fran Gorsuch, CBS
fran_gorsuch@bshsi.org
410-442-3171

Contact Sr. Fran Gorsuch, CBS
fran_gorsuch@bshsi.org or 410-442-3171

Sisters of Bon Secours, USA
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“success,” even if our troubles don’t
disappear?

Essential ingredients:
honesty, openness
My best friend Erin died last year
rather suddenly. She’d felt some
abdominal pain and was having
trouble breathing, so she went to
the emergency room. Erin expected
they’d give her a pill and send her
home. Instead, she wound up in
hospice. When she called me from
the hospital, we were both in shock,
and prayed for some treatment to be
proposed to give her more time. We
wanted the tide of this medical crisis
to be reversed. Wouldn’t God want
the same thing we did? Yet as the
hours passed, Erin’s condition worsened. Many of the symptoms couldn’t
be resolved. If she lived—a marginal

possibility—the life returned to her
would be one of great suffering.
A week into the crisis, Erin asked
that we stop praying for her recovery.
She wanted to pray that she’d know
how to die and do it well. Our petition changed as we understood the
situation more deeply. We wouldn’t
pray for an outcome that could never
be. Rather, we prayed with the situation so that Erin would confidently
place herself in God’s merciful hands.
Traveling a holy path through life
means walking with God, wherever
the road takes us. The more we trust
that God has got us, the more we appreciate that every prayer we pray is
a success. Each day is a new day. Your
prayer makes you fully part of it. =
Related articles: VocationNetwork.
org, “Listen closely” and “Ask God a
question, you’ll get an answer.”

Check out these award-winning online resources at VocationNetwork.org
VOCATION MATCH
A discernment tool to help you
narrow your search for the right
vocation.
QUESTIONS CATHOLICS ASK
A regular feature shedding light on
the traditions and practices of our
rich Catholic heritage.

E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
Monthly insights on discernment
matters and help on your vocation
journey. Sign up at VocationNetwork.
org/newsletter.
VISION EVENTS CALENDAR
Postings of service, education, and
discernment opportunities in your

area. Sign up to receive alerts from
communities that interest you at
vocationnetwork.org/en/events.
TAKE FIVE FOR FAITH
Daily faith formation for busy Catholics.
SPIRITUALITY QUIZ
Insights into your spirituality type.
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BEING CATHOLIC

How Jesus
embraced his call
by

Sister Mary McGlone, C.S.J.

Scripture provides clues about how Jesus came to
know his calling and mission.
Sister Mary
McGlone, C.S.J.
is a Sister of
St. Joseph of
Carondelet and
serves on the
congregational leadership
team.
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A

RT, HOMILIES, AND BOOKS about Jesus rarely explore what
it might have been like to be a human being exploring the
vocation to be the unique son of God incarnate. The author of
the Book of Hebrews in Chapter 5, verses 4-6 tells us that Jesus did not
take his vocation on himself, but was called by God.
How did Jesus know to what God had called him? We hear in

KNUT DAHL ON FLICKR

GOD CALLED Jesus
into his vocation,
sometimes through
people such as
Bartimaeus, the
blind man Jesus
healed. Bartimaeus
named Jesus’ role
and relationship to
the community.

Code #024 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

scripture of two great epiphanies:
one when John baptized Jesus, the
other on the mountain of the Transfiguration. Yet, in each, Jesus heard
only that he was God’s own son—the
same thing God had said to Israel.
How then, did Jesus know who he
was called to be and what he was
called to do?
There are some clues in other

stories in the Bible. The story of Bartimaeus is the last healing described
in Mark’s gospel. In the first healing,
in Mark 1:21-28, Jesus expelled an
evil spirit who called him “Jesus of
Nazareth … the holy one of God.”
What a title! It was perfectly designed to engender pride without
demanding anything in the way of
love. When Bartimaeus heard that

Jesus of Nazareth was passing by, he
called him “Son of David,” a title that
recalled the vocation of a shepherd
king, the person responsible to care
for God’s flock. The demons tempted
Jesus with status, Bartimaeus begged
for action.
As Mark tells it, Bartimaeus kept
calling out to Jesus. Over and over
again he asked for mercy, using the
VocationNetwork.org | VISION 2023 | 115

The story
of Bartimaeus

A

MISSIONARY OBLATES
OF MARY IMMACULATE

Code #109 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

Greek word we use when we sing
“Kyrie eleison” [Lord, have mercy].
Eleison-mercy does not seek alms or
sympathy, but rather a powerful sort
of solidarity; it’s a mercy that impels
one to act on behalf of someone who
needs help. While the crowd tried to
silence Bartimaeus, Jesus told them
to call him forward. Then, investing the beggar with all the dignity of
an honored client, Jesus invited him
to speak for himself and say exactly
what he wanted. Without hesitation
Bartimaeus answered, “Rabboni, I
want to see.”
There, in front of the disciples
and surrounding crowds, Bartimaeus
had pronounced his creed. He called
Jesus of Nazareth the Son of David,
thus acknowledging his role in the
history of their people. Calling him
rabboni (translated as “master”),
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Bartimaeus, like Mary of Magdala in
the garden, recognized Jesus as the
highest-ranking teacher one could
find.
By calling Jesus rabboni, Bartimaeus indicated that he was asking
for more than eyesight, thus his
dialogue with Jesus carries a variety
of meanings. Jesus told Bartimaeus,
“Go your way, your faith has saved
you.” Mark explains that as a result,
Bartimaeus made Jesus’ way his own;
he joined Jesus on the road to Jerusalem where the cross and resurrection
would reveal the true meaning of the
titles Jesus bore.
There are other stories that
reveal how Jesus came to know his
calling. In the great revelations at his
Baptism and on the mountain of the
Transfiguration, Jesus heard himself
called Son of God. He would learn

nd as he was leaving Jericho
with his disciples and a sizable
crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man,
the son of Timaeus, sat by the
roadside begging. On hearing that
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began
to cry out and say, “Jesus, son of
David, have pity on me.” And many
rebuked him, telling him to be
silent. But he kept calling out all
the more, “Son of David, have pity
on me.” Jesus stopped and said,
“Call him.” So they called the blind
man, saying to him, “Take courage;
get up, he is calling you.” He threw
aside his cloak, sprang up, and
came to Jesus. Jesus said to him in
reply, “What do you want me to do
for you?” The blind man replied to
him, “Master, I want to see.” Jesus
told him, “Go your way; your faith
has saved you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed him
on the way (Mark 10:46-52).

how that role called him to overcome
the demonic and fulfill the hopes of
those who searched for God. Jesus
embodied a threat to demonic powers: to all that trapped people in
mental and physical illness, all that
led authorities to act like dictators
rather than shepherds, to all the egoism and self-protecting fear that can
ambush even the best of people and
lead them to disfigure themselves
as images of their creator. People in
need called Jesus forth as a Davidic
shepherd leader. People who truly
wanted to see called him forth as
their rabboni. Jesus took on the titles
of Son of God, Son of David, and
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By calling Jesus rabboni,
Bartimaeus indicated
that he was asking for
more than eyesight,
thus his dialogue with
Jesus carries a variety
of meanings.
rabboni as relational terms. These
titles—his calling—had to do with
their relationship with him and how
they saw him within the community.
As the Letter to the Hebrews says in
5:4-6, Jesus did not assume those
roles, he was called into them.
Jesus was called by God through
the people who responded to him.
As the Son, he learned to act in the
name of the God whose love cannot
be imposed. What it was like to be
Jesus was to be hopeful, generous,
capable of much, but able to do only
as much as others would accept from
him. That is how he was Godlike.
The awesome truth of this is that
we hold the power to allow Christ to
be our shepherd king, our rabboni—
or simply an image on a holy card.
Bartimaeus moved from asking Jesus
to be the healing shepherd king to
allowing him to be the teacher who
would lead Bartimaeus down the
road to total self-giving.
As Christian disciples we, too,
can ask the two questions that arise
from Bartimaeus and in the Letter to
the Hebrews: “Who do we allow God
and Christ to be for us?” and “What
does this call us to do?” =
A version of this article appeared in the
National Catholic Reporter. Reprinted
by permission of NCR Publishing Company www.NCROnline.org.
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800.553.3321
Divine Word College Seminary

svdvocations@dwci.edu
www.svdvocations.org

Educating Tomorrow’s Missionaries

Code #177 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

Prayer

Simplicity

Compassion

Joy

Contact: Sister Paula Vasquez, O.S.F.
srpaulav@gmail.com 309-674-6168
westpeoriasisters.org
Code #279 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search
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MEN’S COMMUNITIES

A


ALEXIAN BROTHERS
(C.F.A.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/141
See ad on page 132.
AUGUSTINIAN FRIARS
(O.S.A.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/207
See ad on page 2.
AUGUSTINIAN FRIARS
(O.S.A.), MIDWEST
PROVINCE OF OUR
MOTHER OF GOOD
COUNSEL
vocationnetwork.org/
community/596
See ad on page 2.
AUGUSTINIAN FRIARS
(O.S.A.), PROVINCE OF ST.
THOMAS OF VILLANOVA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/597
See ad on page 2.
AUGUSTINIAN FRIARS
(O.S.A.), WESTERN PROVINCE OF ST. AUGUSTINE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/598
See ad on page 2.

B


BARNABITE FATHERS
AND BROTHERS (C.R.S.P.),
CLERICS REGULAR
OF ST. PAUL
vocationnetwork.org/
community/254
See ad on page 84.

SEARCH MEN’S COMMUNITIES ONLINE AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG

BENEDICTINE MONKS
(O.S.B.), COLLEGEVILLE,
MN, SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/132

BROTHERS OF CHRISTIAN
INSTRUCTION (F.I.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/206
See ad on page 58.
BROTHERS OF ST. PATRICK
(F.S.P.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/618

BENEDICTINE MONKS
(O.S.B.), MORRISTOWN,
NJ, SAINT MARY’S ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/088
See ad on page 103.

BROTHERS OF THE
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
(F.S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/100
See ad on page 85.

BENEDICTINE MONKS
(O.S.B.), NEWARK, NJ,
NEWARK ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/182
BENEDICTINE MONKS
(O.S.B.), PINE CITY, NY,
MOUNT SAVIOUR
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/217
BENEDICTINE MONKS
(O.S.B.), SAINT BENEDICT,
OR, MOUNT ANGEL ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/365
See ad on page 85.
BENEDICTINE MONKS
(O.S.B.), SAINT MEINRAD,
IN, SAINT MEINRAD
ARCHABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/014
BENEDICTINE MONKS
(O.S.B.), WASHINGTON,
DC, ST. ANSELM’S ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/204

BROTHERS OF THE
SACRED HEART (S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/203
See ad on page 83.

C


CAPUCHIN FRANCISCAN
FRIARS (O.F.M.CAP.),
MIDWEST
vocationnetwork.org/
community/091
CARMELITE FRIARS
(O.CARM.), MOST PURE
HEART OF MARY
PROVINCE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/112
See ad on page 31.
CARMELITE FRIARS
(O.CARM.), ST. ELIAS
PROVINCE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/307

MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS VOCATION CONFERENCE
SEE ONLINE AD AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG
SEE ONLINE AD AT DIGITALVOCATIONGUIDE.ORG
SEE AD IN THE MONTHLY E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
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MEN’S COMMUNITIES

SEARCH MEN’S COMMUNITIES ONLINE AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG

CLERICS OF ST. VIATOR
(C.S.V.)
See Viatorians.
CONGREGATION
OF CHRISTIAN BROTHERS
(C.F.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/095
See ad on page 100.
CONGREGATION OF HOLY
CROSS (C.S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/097
CONGREGATION
OF ST. BASIL (C.S.B.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/411
CONGREGATION
OF THE MISSION (C.M.)
See Vincentians.
CONGREGATION
OF THE PASSION (C.P.)
See Passionist Fathers and
Brothers.
CROSIER FATHERS AND
BROTHERS (O.S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/099

D


DE LA SALLE CHRISTIAN
BROTHERS (F.S.C.)
See Brothers of the
Christian Schools.
DIVINE WORD
MISSIONARIES (S.V.D.),
SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE
WORD
vocationnetwork.org/
community/177
See ad on page 117.

FRANCISCAN FRIARS
(O.F.M.), PROVINCE OF
SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
vocationnetwork.org/
community/478
See ad on pages 9 & 95.

DOMINICAN FRIARS
(O.P.), ST. ALBERT THE
GREAT PROVINCE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/628
DOMINICAN FRIARS
(O.P.), ST. MARTIN DE
PORRES PROVINCE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/026

F


FRANCISCAN FRIARS
(O.F.M.), PROVINCE OF
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/478
See ad on pages 9 & 95.

FRANCISCAN BROTHERS
OF BROOKLYN (O.S.F.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/102
See ad on page 111.

FRANCISCAN FRIARS
(O.F.M.), PROVINCE
OF THE MOST HOLY
NAME OF JESUS
vocationnetwork.org/
community/478
See ad on pages 9 & 95.

FRANCISCAN FRIARS,
CONVENTUAL
(O.F.M.CONV.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/098
See ad on page 82.

FRANCISCAN FRIARS
(O.F.M.), PROVINCE
OF THE SACRED HEART
vocationnetwork.org/
community/478
See ad on pages 9 & 95.

FRANCISCAN FRIARS
U.S.-6 (O.F.M.),
COLLABORATIVE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/478
See ad on pages 9 & 95.
FRANCISCAN FRIARS
(O.F.M.), PROVINCE
OF OUR LADY OF
GUADALUPE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/478
See ad on pages 9 & 95.
FRANCISCAN FRIARS
(O.F.M.), PROVINCE
OF SAINT BARBARA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/478
See ad on pages 9 & 95.

FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF
THE ATONEMENT (S.A.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/003

G


H


GLENMARY HOME
MISSIONERS (G.H.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/103
See ad on page 131.

HOSPITALLER ORDER
OF ST. JOHN OF GOD
(O.H.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/344
See ad on page 15.
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MEN’S COMMUNITIES
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SEARCH MEN’S COMMUNITIES ONLINE AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG

JESUITS (S.J.), SOCIETY
OF JESUS
vocationnetwork.org/
community/104

MARISTS (S.M.),
SOCIETY OF MARY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/107
See ad on page 27.

JOSEPHITES (S.S.J.),
SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH
vocationnetwork.org/
community/192
See ad on page 97.

MARYKNOLL FATHERS
AND BROTHERS (M.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/199
See ad on page 5.

LEGIONARIES OF CHRIST
(L.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/226
See ad on page 14.

MARIANISTS (S.M.),
PROVINCE OF MERIBAH
vocationnetwork.org/
community/334
See ad on page 57.
MARIANISTS (S.M.),
SOCIETY OF MARY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/105
See ad on page 33.
MARIST BROTHERS
(F.M.S.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/298
See ad on page 91.

N


NORBERTINE FATHERS
AND BROTHERS
(O.PRAEM.), CANONS
REGULAR OF PRÉMONTRÉ,
ST. NORBERT ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/110

MISSIONARIES OF THE
HOLY FAMILY (M.S.F.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/129
See ad on page 58.
MISSIONARIES OF THE
PRECIOUS BLOOD
(C.PP.S.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/108
See ad on page 55.
MISSIONARY OBLATES
OF MARY IMMACULATE
(O.M.I.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/109
See ad on page 116.
MISSIONARY SERVANTS
OF THE MOST HOLY
TRINITY (S.T.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/284
See ad on page 99.

NORBERTINE FATHERS
AND BROTHERS
(O.PRAEM.), CANONS
REGULAR OF PRÉMONTRÉ,
DAYLESFORD ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/289
See ad on page 53.

O


P


ORDER OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY OF MERCY
(O.DeM.), MERCEDARIANS
vocationnetwork.org/
community/216
See ad on page 81.

PASSIONIST FATHERS
AND BROTHERS (C.P.),
CONGREGATION OF
THE PASSION
vocationnetwork.org/
community/113
See ad on page 83.
PAULIST FATHERS (C.S.P.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/114

MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS VOCATION CONFERENCE
SEE ONLINE AD AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG
SEE ONLINE AD AT DIGITALVOCATIONGUIDE.ORG
SEE AD IN THE MONTHLY E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
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MEN’S COMMUNITIES

SEARCH MEN’S COMMUNITIES ONLINE AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG

PRIESTS OF THE SACRED
HEART (S.C.J.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/116
See ad on page 101.

R


S


SOCIETY OF JESUS (S.J.)
See Jesuits.
SOCIETY OF MARY
See Marianists, Marist
Brothers, and Marists.
SPIRITANS (C.S.Sp.),
CONGREGATION
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
vocationnetwork.org/
community/164
See ad on page 25.

REDEMPTORISTS (C.Ss.R.),
CONGREGATION OF THE
MOST HOLY REDEEMER
vocationnetwork.org/
community/135
See ad on page 19.

SACRED HEART
SEMINARY AND SCHOOL
OF THEOLOGY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/627
See ad on page 28.
SALESIANS OF DON
BOSCO (S.D.B.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/117
SALVATORIANS (S.D.S.),
SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE
SAVIOR
vocationnetwork.org/
community/145

TRAPPIST CISTERCIAN
MONKS (O.C.S.O.),
TRAPPIST, KY, ABBEY
OF GETHSEMANI
vocationnetwork.org/
community/593
TRAPPIST CISTERCIAN
MONKS (O.C.S.O.),
MONCKS CORNER, SC,
MEPKIN ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/622

SULPICIANS (P.S.S.),
SOCIETY OF SAINT SULPICE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/463
See ad on page 59.

T


TRAPPIST CISTERCIAN
MONKS (O.C.S.O.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/415

TRINITARIANS (O.SS.T.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/122
See ad on page 57.

V


TRAPPIST CISTERCIAN
MONKS (O.C.S.O.),
BERRYVILLE, VA,
OUR LADY OF THE
HOLY CROSS
vocationnetwork.org/
community/590

SERVITES (O.S.M.),
SERVANTS OF MARY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/159
See ad on page 84.

TRAPPIST CISTERCIAN
MONKS (O.C.S.O.),
PEOSTA, IA, ABBEY
OF NEW MELLERAY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/591

SOCIETY OF AFRICAN
MISSIONS (S.M.A.),
SOCIETE DES MISSIONS
AFRICAINES
vocationnetwork.org/
community/136
See ad on page 34.

TRAPPIST CISTERCIAN
MONKS (O.C.S.O.),
PIFFARD, NY, ABBEY
OF THE GENESEE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/592

VIATORIANS (C.S.V.),
CLERICS OF ST. VIATOR
vocationnetwork.org/
community/094
See ad on page 17.
VINCENTIANS (C.M.),
CONGREGATION
OF THE MISSION
vocationnetwork.org/
community/178
See ad on page 105.

X


XAVERIAN MISSIONARIES
(S.X.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/137
See ad on page 37.
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WOMEN’S COMMUNITIES

A

ADORERS OF THE BLOOD
OF CHRIST (A.S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/001
See ad on page 21.
APOSTLES OF THE SACRED
HEART OF JESUS (A.S.C.J.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/267

B

BENEDICTINE NUNS
(O.S.B.), PETERSHAM, MA,
ST. SCHOLASTICA PRIORY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/482
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.)/NABVFC
vocationnetwork.org/
community/004
See ad on page 93.
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), ATCHISON, KS,
MOUNT ST. SCHOLASTICA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/080
See ad on page 93.
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), BEECH GROVE,
IN, OUR LADY OF GRACE
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/362
See ad on page 93.
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), BISMARCK, ND,
ANNUNCIATION
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/358
See ad on page 93.

SEARCH WOMEN’S COMMUNITIES ONLINE AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), BRISTOW, VA,
ST. BENEDICT
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/321
See ad on page 93.
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), CHICAGO,
IL, ST. SCHOLASTICA
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/156
See ad on page 93.

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), ERIE, PA,
MOUNT SAINT BENEDICT
vocationnetwork.org/
community/310
See ad on page 93.
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), FERDINAND, IN,
MONASTERY IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
vocationnetwork.org/
community/069
See ad on pages 76-77.

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), COLORADO
SPRINGS, CO, BENET HILL
vocationnetwork.org/
community/270
See ad on page 93

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), FORT SMITH, AR,
ST. SCHOLASTICA
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/341
See ad on pages 93 & 111.

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), COVINGTON, KY,
ST. WALBURG MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/579
See ad on page 93.

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), LACEY, WA,
ST. PLACID PRIORY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/580
See ad on page 93.

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), DULUTH, MN,
ST. SCHOLASTICA
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/282
See ad on page 93.

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), LUTHERVILLE,
MD, EMMANUEL
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/319
See ad on page 93.

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), ELIZABETH, NJ,
ST. WALBURGA
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/353
See ad on page 93.

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), ROCK ISLAND, IL,
ST. MARY MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/152
See ad on pages 79 & 93.

MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS VOCATION CONFERENCE
SEE ONLINE AD AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG
SEE ONLINE AD AT DIGITALVOCATIONGUIDE.ORG
SEE AD IN THE MONTHLY E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
122 | VISION 2023 | VocationNetwork.org

SEARCH WOMEN’S COMMUNITIES ONLINE AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG

BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), ST. JOSEPH,
MN, SAINT BENEDICT’S
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/175
See ad on page 93.
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), ST. PAUL, MN,
ST. PAUL’S MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/583
See ad on page 93.
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), TULSA, OK,
ST. JOSEPH MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/293
See ad on page 93.
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), WINDSOR, NY,
TRANSFIGURATION
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/601
See ad on page 93.
BENEDICTINE SISTERS
(O.S.B.), YANKTON,
SD, SACRED HEART
MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/143
See ad on pages 69 & 93.
BERNARDINE FRANCISCAN
SISTERS (O.S.F.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/214

C

CARMEL OF CRISTO REY
(O.C.D.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/333

WOMEN’S COMMUNITIES

CARMELITE SISTERS
OF BALTIMORE (O.C.D.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/364
CENACLE SISTERS (r.c.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/188
See ad on page 71.
CONGREGATION DE
NOTRE DAME (CND)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/012
See ad on page 69.
CONGREGATION OF
DIVINE PROVIDENCE,
(C.D.P.),
MELBOURNE, KY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/257
CONGREGATION
OF SISTERS OF BON
SECOURS (C.B.S.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/058
See ad on page 113.

CONGREGATION
OF THE HUMILITY
OF MARY (C.H.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/363

D

DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY
OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
(D.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/168
See ad on page 92.
DAUGHTERS OF MARY
HELP OF CHRISTIANS
(F.M.A.)
See Salesian Sisters.
DAUGHTERS OF OUR
LADY OF THE GARDEN
(F.M.H.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/609
See ad on page 23.
DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL
(F.S.P.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/015

CONGREGATION OF
SISTERS OF ST. AGNES
(C.S.A.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/171
See ad on page 27.

DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/018
See ad on page 13.

CONGREGATION
OF SISTERS OF ST. JOHN
THE BAPTIST (C.S.J.B.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/075

DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), ADRIAN, MI
vocationnetwork.org/
community/176
See ad on page 13.

CONGREGATION
OF ST. JOSEPH (C.S.J.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/563
See ad on page 115.

DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), BLAUVELT, NY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/549
See ad on page 13.
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DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), GRAND RAPIDS, MI
vocationnetwork.org/
community/551
See ad on page 13.

DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), SPRINGFIELD, IL
vocationnetwork.org/
community/019
See ad on page 13.

DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), HOUSTON, TX
vocationnetwork.org/
community/553
See ad on page 13.

DOMINICAN SISTERS
OF PEACE (O.P.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/338
See ad on page 13.

DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), MISSION SAN JOSE,
FREMONT, CA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/552
See ad on page 13.
DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), RACINE, WI
vocationnetwork.org/
community/554
See ad on page 13.
DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), SAN RAFAEL, CA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/555
See ad on page 13.
DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), SINSINAWA, WI
vocationnetwork.org/
community/556
See ad on page 13.
DOMINICAN SISTERS
(O.P.), SPARKILL, NY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/557
See ad on page 13.

F

FRANCISCAN SISTERS
OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
(F.S.J.B.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/354
FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF
OLDENBURG, IN (O.S.F.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/167
See ad on page 32.
FRANCISCAN SISTERS
OF PERPETUAL
ADORATION (F.S.P.A.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/030

FELICIAN SISTERS
(C.S.S.F.), OUR LADY
OF HOPE PROVINCE,
NORTH AMERICA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/025
See ad on page 23.

FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF
THE ATONEMENT (S.A.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/211
See ad on page 103.

FRANCISCAN
MISSIONARIES
OF MARY (F.M.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/125
FRANCISCAN
MISSIONARIES OF OUR
LADY NORTH AMERICAN
REGION (F.M.O.L.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/442
See ad on page 73.
FRANCISCAN
MISSIONARY SISTERS
OF OUR LADY
OF SORROWS (O.S.F.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/126
See ad on page 101.

FRANCISCAN SISTERS
OF THE SACRED HEART
(O.S.F), FRANKFORT, IL
vocationnetwork.org/
community/033

L

LITTLE COMPANY
OF MARY SISTERS (L.C.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/039
See ad on page 75.
LITTLE SISTERS OF JESUS
AND MARY (L.S.J.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/361
See ad on page 71.

MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS VOCATION CONFERENCE
SEE ONLINE AD AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG
SEE ONLINE AD AT DIGITALVOCATIONGUIDE.ORG
SEE AD IN THE MONTHLY E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
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LITTLE SISTERS
OF THE POOR (L.S.P.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/041
See ad on page 72.

M

MARIANIST SISTERS,
DAUGHTERS OF MARY
IMMACULATE (F.M.I.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/600
MARYKNOLL SISTERS
OF ST. DOMINIC (M.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/479
See ad on page 89.
MISSIONARY DAUGHTERS
OF THE HOLY FAMILY
OF NAZARETH (M.N.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/575
MISSIONARY SERVANTS
OF THE MOST BLESSED
TRINITY (M.S.B.T.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/278
See ad on page 74.
MISSIONARY SISTERS
OF THE SACRED HEART
OF JESUS (M.S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/044
See ad on page 3.

O

OLIVETAN BENEDICTINE
SISTERS (O.S.B.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/447

P

PARISH VISITORS OF
MARY IMMACULATE
(P.V.M.I.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/292

WOMEN’S COMMUNITIES

R

PASSIONIST NUNS (C.P.),
ELLISVILLE, MO
vocationnetwork.org/
community/047
POOR CLARES (O.S.C.),
ORDER OF SAINT CLARE,
CINCINNATI, OH
vocationnetwork.org/
community/576
POOR CLARES (O.S.C.),
ORDER OF SAINT CLARE,
JAMAICA PLAIN, MA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/438
POOR CLARES (O.S.C.),
ORDER OF SAINT CLARE,
LANGHORNE, PA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/048
See ad on page 99.
POOR CLARES (O.S.C.),
TRAVELERS REST, SC
vocationnetwork.org/
community/359

RELIGIEUSES DE NOTREDAME-DU-SACRÉ-COEUR
(N.D.S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/625
See ad on page 110.
RELIGIOUS OF THE
ASSUMPTION, USA
PROVINCE (R.A.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/466

S

SALESIAN SISTERS OF
ST. JOHN BOSCO (F.M.A.),
DAUGHTERS OF MARY
HELP OF CHRISTIANS
vocationnetwork.org/
community/255
SALVATORIAN SISTERS
(S.D.S.)
See Sisters of the Divine
Savior.
SCHOOL SISTERS
OF NOTRE DAME
(S.S.N.D.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/052
See ad on page 19.

POOR HANDMAIDS
OF JESUS CHRIST (P.H.J.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/049

SCHOOL SISTERS
OF ST. FRANCIS (O.S.F.),
MILWAUKEE, WI
vocationnetwork.org/
community/053

PRESENTATION SISTERS
(P.B.V.M.) COLLABORATIVE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/606

SERVANTS OF THE HOLY
HEART OF MARY (S.S.C.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/055
See ad on page 73.
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SISTERS, SERVANTS
OF THE IMMACULATE
HEART OF MARY (I.H.M.),
IMMACULATA, PA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/187
SISTERS, SERVANTS
OF THE IMMACULATE
HEART OF MARY (I.H.M.),
MONROE, MI
vocationnetwork.org/
community/258
See ad on page 112.
SISTERS, SERVANTS
OF THE IMMACULATE
HEART OF MARY (I.H.M.),
SCRANTON, PA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/083
See ad on page 4.
SISTERS OF BON SECOURS
(C.B.S.)
See Congregation of Sisters
of Bon Secours.
SISTERS OF CHARITY
FEDERATION
vocationnetwork.org/
community/059
See ad on page 110.
SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF CINCINNATI (S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/303
See ad on page 110.
SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF LEAVENWORTH (S.C.L.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/272
See ad on page 110.

SEARCH WOMEN’S COMMUNITIES ONLINE AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG

SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF NAZARETH, KY (S.C.N.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/220
See ad on page 110.
SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF NEW YORK (S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/586
See ad on page 110.
SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF SAINT ELIZABETH
(S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/588
See ad on page 110.
SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF SETON HILL (S.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/589
See ad on page 110.
SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF ST. JOAN ANTIDA
(SCSJA)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/060
SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY (B.V.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/296
SISTERS OF CHARITY OF
THE INCARNATE WORD
(CCVI), HOUSTON, TX
vocationnetwork.org/
community/061

SISTERS OF MARY OF THE
PRESENTATION (S.M.P.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/229
SISTERS OF MERCY OF
THE AMERICAS (R.S.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/063
SISTERS OF NAZARETH
(C.S.N.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/244
See ad on page 29.
SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME
DE NAMUR (SNDdeN)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/065
See ad on page 17.
SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME
OF THE UNITED STATES
(S.N.D.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/064
SISTERS OF OUR LADY
OF SION (N.D.S.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/366
SISTERS OF OUR
MOTHER OF DIVINE
GRACE (S.M.D.G.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/509
See ad on page 28.

SISTERS OF CHRISTIAN
CHARITY (S.C.C.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/212

MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS VOCATION CONFERENCE
SEE ONLINE AD AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG
SEE ONLINE AD AT DIGITALVOCATIONGUIDE.ORG
SEE AD IN THE MONTHLY E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
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SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE
(S.P.), MOTHER JOSEPH
PROVINCE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/067
See ad on page 35.

SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
OF THE NEUMANN
COMMUNITIES (O.S.F.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/294
See ad on page 97.

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), LOS ANGELES, CA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/565
See ad on page 115.

SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE
(S.P.), SAINT MARY-OFTHE-WOODS, IN
vocationnetwork.org/
community/068

SISTERS OF ST. JOHN THE
BAPTIST (C.S.J.B.)
See Congregation of Sisters
of St. John the Baptist.

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), ORANGE, CA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/566
See ad on page 115.

SISTERS OF REPARATION
OF THE SACRED WOUNDS
OF JESUS (S.R.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/205
SISTERS OF SAINTS
CYRIL AND METHODIUS
(SS.C.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/181
See ad on page 39.
SISTERS OF ST. AGNES
(C.S.A.)
See Congregation of Sisters
of St. Agnes.

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(S.S.J. & C.S.J.),
U.S. FEDERATION
vocationnetwork.org/
community/024
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), ALBANY, NY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/587
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), BADEN, PA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/558
See ad on page 115.

SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
(O.S.F.), CLINTON, IA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/475

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), BOSTON, MA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/559
See ad on page 115.

SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
(O.S.F.), TIFFIN
FRANCISCANS, TIFFIN, OH
vocationnetwork.org/
community/287
See ad on page 14.

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), BRENTWOOD, NY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/560
See ad on page 115.

SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
OF PHILADELPHIA (O.S.F.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/139
SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
OF THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION (O.S.F.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/279
See ad on page 117.

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), CHAMBÉRY-WEST
HARTFORD, CT
vocationnetwork.org/
community/561
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), CONCORDIA, KS
vocationnetwork.org/
community/562
See ad on page 115.

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), ST. LOUIS, MO
vocationnetwork.org/
community/571
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(C.S.J.), ST. PAUL, MN
vocationnetwork.org/
community/572
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(S.S.J.), NORTHWESTERN,
PA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/564
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(S.S.J.), PHILADELPHIA, PA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/567
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(S.S.J.), ROCHESTER, NY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/568
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(S.S.J.), SPRINGFIELD, MA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/569
See ad on page 115.
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SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(S.S.J.), ST. AUGUSTINE, FL
vocationnetwork.org/
community/570
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
(S.S.J.), WATERTOWN, NY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/573
See ad on page 115.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
OF PEACE (C.S.J.P.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/227
See ad on page 39.
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
THE WORKER (S.J.W.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/611
SISTERS OF ST. RITA
(O.S.A.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/163
SISTERS OF THE DIVINE
SAVIOR (S.D.S.),
SALVATORIAN SISTERS
vocationnetwork.org/
community/315
SISTERS OF THE HOLY
FAMILY (S.S.F.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/502
See ad on page 100.

SEARCH WOMEN’S COMMUNITIES ONLINE AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG

SISTERS OF THE
REDEEMER (C.S.R.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/079

SISTERS OF THE
INCARNATE WORD AND
BLESSED SACRAMENT
(I.W.B.S.), CORPUS
CHRISTI, TX
vocationnetwork.org/
community/274
See ad on page 90.

SISTERS OF THE THIRD
ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS
(O.S.F.), EAST PEORIA, IL
vocationnetwork.org/
community/081
See ad on page 32.

SISTERS OF THE ORDER
OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT
(O.S.B.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/467
See ad on page 74.

SISTERS
OF TRANSFIGURATION
HERMITAGE
vocationnetwork.org/
community/367

SISTERS OF THE PRECIOUS
BLOOD (C.PP.S.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/318
See ad on page 112.
SISTERS OF THE
PRESENTATION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(P.B.V.M.), ABERDEEN, SD
vocationnetwork.org/
community/050
SISTERS OF THE
PRESENTATION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(P.B.V.M.), DUBUQUE, IA
vocationnetwork.org/
community/327
SISTERS OF THE
PRESENTATION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY (P.B.V.M.),
NEW WINDSOR, NY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/250

SOCIETY OF THE HOLY
CHILD JESUS, AMERICAN
PROVINCE (S.H.C.J.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/172
See ad on page 110.

T

TRAPPIST CISTERCIAN
NUNS (O.C.S.O.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/415
TRAPPISTINE CISTERCIAN
NUNS (O.C.S.O.),
DUBUQUE, IA, OUR LADY
OF THE MISSISSIPPI ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/621
TRAPPISTINE CISTERCIAN
NUNS (O.C.S.O.), SONOITA,
AZ, SANTA RITA ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/617

MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS VOCATION CONFERENCE
SEE ONLINE AD AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG
SEE ONLINE AD AT DIGITALVOCATIONGUIDE.ORG
SEE AD IN THE MONTHLY E-VOCATION NEWSLETTER
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TRAPPISTINE CISTERCIAN
NUNS (O.C.S.O.),
WHITEHORN, CA,
REDWOODS MONASTERY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/369
TRAPPISTINE CISTERCIAN
NUNS (O.C.S.O.),
WRENTHAM, MA, MOUNT
SAINT MARY’S ABBEY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/371

U

UNION OF THE SISTERS
OF THE PRESENTATION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY (P.B.V.M.),
NEWFOUNDLAND AND
LABRADOR
vocationnetwork.org/
community/607
UNION OF THE SISTERS
OF THE PRESENTATION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY (P.B.V.M.), U.S.
vocationnetwork.org/
community/608

SEARCH OTHER COMMUNITIES ONLINE AT VOCATIONNETWORK.ORG

U.K./IRISH COMMUNITIES
Find U.K. Compass and
Vocations Ireland communities online through our community search. vocationnetwork.org/en/directory/
community_search

ASSOCIATE COMMUNITIES
ASSOCIATE COMMUNITY
OF THE POOR
HANDMAIDS OF JESUS
CHRIST
vocationnetwork.org/
community/602

LAY COMMUNITIES
LAY SALVATORIANS
(S.D.S.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/604

SECULAR INSTITUTES
DON BOSCO VOLUNTEERS
(D.B.V.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/360
SECULAR INSTITUTE
OF MISSIONARIES
OF THE KINGSHIP
OF CHRIST (S.I.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/337
See ad on page 26.
U.S. CONFERENCE OF
SECULAR INSTITUTES
(U.S.C.S.I.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/147

SEMINARIES/SCHOOLS
SACRED HEART
SEMINARY AND SCHOOL
OF THEOLOGY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/627
See ad on page 28.

RESOURCES
TRUEQUEST
COMMUNICATIONS
vocationnetwork.org/
community/999
See ad on page 54.

SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
CATHOLIC VOCATIONS
PROJECTS (COMPASS), U.K.
vocationnetwork.org/
community/499

WOMEN’S COMMUNITIES
URSULINE SISTERS
OF MOUNT SAINT
JOSEPH (O.S.U.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/222

V

VISITATION SISTERS OF
MINNEAPOLIS (V.H.M.)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/086

OTHER COMMUNITIES
CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER
NETWORK
vocationnetwork.org/
community/483
GLOBAL SISTERS REPORT
vocationnetwork.org/
community/476
See ad on page 107.
HOUSE OF DISCERNMENT
vocationnetwork.org/
community/615
See ad on page 97.
NATIONAL FUND FOR
CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS
VOCATIONS (NFCRV)
vocationnetwork.org/
community/496
See ad on page 109.
A NUN’S LIFE MINISTRY
vocationnetwork.org/
community/574
See ad on page 34.
VOCATIONS IRELAND
vocationnetwork.org/
community/511
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ART OF DISCERNMENT

Embrace grace

A
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Patrice J. Tuohy
is publisher
of VISION on
behalf of the
National Religious Vocation
Conference, and
CEO of TrueQuest
Communications.

T THE CENTER OF YOUR VOCATION JOURNEY stands the
cross—the symbol of God’s self-sacrificing love, the source
and summit of the Christian life. As you begin to discern
where God is calling you, you will be drawn in different directions,
switchback, cover old ground, stumble, and fall. Sometimes the forward
climb will be exhilarating, other times exhausting. When you finally
reach a peak—the point where you are confident of the direction your
life will take—possibly as a sister, nun, brother, or priest—you will
realize that the journey is nowhere near over. Like Peter, John, and
James witnessing the Transfiguration, you may desire to stay on the
mountaintop reveling in the glory, but discipleship demands service.
Healing and spreading the Good News are next on the agenda as you
continue your trek. But you will carry that moment at the summit
with you always. It was an encounter with grace that you chose to
embrace. =

High in the
Tyrolean Alps,
Network of
Architecture
designed Ötzi
Peak 3251m
viewing
station,
named in
honor of the
mummified
iceman
discovered
nearby. As
the highest
summit in
the area it
was long ago
marked with
a cross, which
the architects
chose to build
around.

is god calling you
to rural america?

we are catholic priests and brothers serving in appalachia and the south in rural counties where:

as high as

74%

of the population is
“unchurched” with no
faith affiliation at all

up to

24%

of the population
lives in poverty

less
than

1%

of the
population
is Catholic

Check out page 62 for an up-close look at how Glenmary serves.

get in
touch!

glenmary.org/vocations
513-881-7411

Whether your search is just beginning or
you’ve been discerning for years, we’re
here to help you each step of the way.

Code #103 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

Code #141 @VocationNetwork.org Community Search

