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N e w s l e t t e r  

“The gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ” (Romans 6:23) 

LAZARUS  
World Day of the Poor 2022 

 

LOVE ETERNAL  
Remembering the Departed 

 

CONFIRMATION  
Speaking with the Spirit 

 

COMMUNION 
Receiving the Blessed Sacrament 
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F or the World Day of the Poor 2022, 

Pope Francis unveiled a sculpture 

named “Sheltering”.  The sculpture 

comes with a QR code for donations to the 

Vincentian Family to build 13 homeless 

shelters around the world. 

 

While the sculpture depicts a homeless 

person (let’s call him Lazarus) with the 

Holy Spirit as the dove valiantly covering 

him with a blanket, it invokes multiple 

reflections:  

 

1. Who is the homeless, the one in need, 

the one in pain, the Lazarus among us? 

Do we know? Do we care? Do we reach 

out? 

 

2.  Could we be Lazarus too? Are we 

struggling inside our souls, covering our 

faces with shame and suffering, closing 

our eyes focusing only on ourselves, 

trying to numb and forget our pain, not 

even aware of the Spirit’s efforts to 

shelter us? 

 

3.  What are we doing as commissioned 

agents of the Spirit to shelter and serve 

others? Are we the claws of the dove 

leading the sheltering, are we the 

blanket joining the mission, or are we 

the cold uncaring stony ground?  

This November, with All Saints and All 

Souls Days, we remember our loved ones 

who have returned to the Lord, praying for 

their souls and asking them to pray for us 

too.  

 

COOL has organized daily online devotions 

throughout the month for this intention, as 

well as offering the Book of Remembrance 

every Sunday Mass and the usual rosary 

sessions for the several newly deceased 

members of our parish community — 

reminders that our earthly journey is short 

yet challenging us to seek the Lord and do 

what we can to love and serve in His 

mission. 

 

Christ gives Himself to us through the gifts 

of the Sacraments , this month we also 

celebrated Confirmation and First Holy 

Communion for our children, also in 

commemoration of Global Celebration of 

Young People. In the words of the Holy 

Father, we hope and pray that Jesus will 

accompany them alive in their hearts, 

always. 

 

Growing towards the Lord is not a straight 

path, often we set walls, stumble and stray 

either due to busyness, loneliness, 

unfulfilled expectations, daily trials, and 

much more. We are poor in spirit and 
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unworthy in faith, but Jesus himself 

“becomes poor for our sake”, to be with 

us,  He is here knocking at the door in the 

guise of Lazarus.  

 

The questions we need to ask ourselves 

as we receive His gift… 

 

Shall we take that step out from our 

thresholds, reach out to grasp His 

outstretched hand, let Him enfold us in 

His embrace? Shall we learn to open our 

hearts, eyes, ears and arms to each other 

and the Church? Shall we love and serve 

on this journey together? 

 

 

 

Emilian H 

Social Communications Editor 

Church of Our Lady of Immaculate 

Conception Seria 
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G od of Abraham, Everywhere we go we see Lazarus. But we 

also see so many doors, doors that separate us from Lazarus. 

Lord, teach us to open those doors . 

 

To Lazarus, to the poor, to help them find a just share of your bounty. 

This World Day of the Poor, help us all turn to those outside our door, 

to bless, heal and comfort them. Help us to build a world together, 

where the poor are strangers to none, and the very chains of poverty 

are broken.  Amen.  

“If our heart is deadened and indifferent, we cannot hear their 
faint cry of pain, we cannot cry with them and for them, we 
cannot see how much loneliness and anguish also lie hidden 
and forgotten.”  
 

Pope Francis 
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N ovember is sometimes a 
painful month for me. It 
reminds me of All Saints Day 

and All Souls Day, where we 
remember those who has passed and 
no longer physically present in our 
life. It is also a reminder that we are 
all called to be Saints (which is 
sometimes difficult with our human 
nature). 
 
Missing someone is difficult even 
when they are miles apart. Missing 
someone who we can’t even meet 
again in the near future,  is 
indescribable. 
 
When my grandmother who passed 
away when I was 16, I had a difficult 
time to accept it because she was the 
one who taught me about prayer life 
and spiritual experience living as a 
Catholic convert in a rural longhouse. 
I would sometime dream of her, and 
often, in my dreams, she would 
remind me to pray the rosary - for 
nothing links us closer to Jesus than 
through His Mother, Mary. 
 

But when I lost my child in stillbirth 
during my pregnancy - that was an even 
greater blow. Grief alone was not 
enough to describe that feeling - it was 
full of emotions that I cannot recognize 
and process adequately - during the 
last goodbye and the moving on after 
that.  
 
My comfort is that she is in Jesus’ arms 
- safe and happy and not in pain. That 
thought alone still bring tears to my 
eyes after so many years have passed. I 
would bring her flowers on her birthday 
and on All Souls Day - with hope 
someday I will meet her and that she 
knows I love her. 
 
The most beautiful part of our Catholic 
faith is that - there is HOPE. That one 
day we can sit at the banquet table with 
Jesus and our loved ones, that no 
matter how hard or tough it is now to 
miss them, we know that they are safe, 
living on both in heaven and in our 
hearts. 
 

— S. H 
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"Do not complain, that 

shows discontent with 

the will of GOD in the 

present moment. That is 

also proof of 

impatience."  

 

– St. Martin de Porres   

[Garrent / Com 4]  

“I can’t do big things, 

but I want all I do, 

even the smallest 

thing, to be for the 

greater glory of 

God.”  

 

– St. Dominic Savio    

[Matthias / Post-

Con]  

“They are our friends, 

partners protectors, 

ever

to their hearts

beat. The least we owe 

them is to live a life 

that is worthy of their 

devotion.

 

“Remember that 

nothing is small in 

the eyes of God. Do 

all that you do with 

love.”  

 

– St. Therese of Lisieux     

[Felecia / Com 4]  
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“Perhaps this is 

the moment for 

which you were 

created.”  

 

– St. Esther      

[Esther / Com 4]  

“Some people go through 

life and never find their 

soul mates. They never 

do. You and I did, we just 

happened to have them 

for a shorter period of 

time. It’s sad, but it’s life.”  

 

— St. Cecelia    

 [Sandra/ Com 4] 

“They are our friends, 

partners protectors, 

ever-loyal, all forgiving 

to their hearts’ last 

beat. The least we owe 

them is to live a life 

that is worthy of their 

devotion.” 

 

– St. Roch      

[Arielle / Com 4] 



Pope Francis —  Global Day of Young People

J esus Christ, King of the 
Universe, to you we turn in 
humble prayer. Look with favor 

upon all young people, bearers of 
hope for the Church and the 
world.  
 
Jesus Christ, companion of youth 
and young adults, bless the paths 
of discovery and discernment, 
through times of joy and 
experiences of hardship, with the 
constant love and support of your 
Church.  

Prayer  
for Youth 
and Young 
Adults  

Global Day of Young People  

humble prayer. Look with favor 
upon all young people, bearers of 

Jesus Christ, companion of youth 
and young adults, bless the paths 

experiences of hardship, with the 
constant love and support of your 

Jesus Christ, alive in the hearts of 
all your people, grant that we may 
“journey together, young and old… 
to nourish our enthusiasm, cause 
dreams to emerge, awaken 
prophesies and enable hope to 
blossom.” 
 
Jesus Christ, Redeemer of all 
humankind, open our hearts to 
encounter all young people, to 
accompany and be in community 
together, and as one Church, 
embark upon our holy mission.  

Jesus Christ, in the company of 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
graciously hear our prayer and be 
with us forevermore. Amen.  

 
Pope Francis 



Pope Francis—Global Day of Young People 
Eight Quotes from Christus Vivit, Papal Letter to Youth 

T he very first truth I would tell 
each of you is this: “God loves 
you”. It makes no difference 

whether you have already heard it or 
not. I want to remind you of it. God 
loves you. Never doubt this, 
whatever may happen to you in life. 
At every moment, you are infinitely 
loved.  
 
Don’t be parked cars, but dream 
freely and make good decisions. Take 
risks, even if it means making 
mistakes.  
 
Make a ruckus! Cast out the fears 
that paralyze you. Live! Give 
yourselves over to the best of life! 
Open the door of the cage, go out 
and fly!  
 
If you have lost your inner vitality, 
your dreams, your enthusiasm, your 
optimism and your generosity, Jesus 
stands before you as once he stood 
before the dead son of the widow, 
and with all the power of his 
resurrection he urges you: “Young 
man, I say to you, arise!”  
 
A Church always on the defensive, 
which loses her humility and stops 

listening to others, which leaves no 
room for questions, loses her youth 
and turns into a museum.   
 
Friendship is one of life’s gifts and a 
grace from God. The experience of 
friendship teaches us to be open, 
understanding and caring towards 
others, to come out of our own 
comfortable isolation and to share 
our lives with others.  
 
Realize that there is beauty in the 
laborer who returns home grimy 
and unkempt, but with the joy of 
having earned food for his family. 
There is extraordinary beauty in 
the fellowship of a family at table, 
generously sharing what food it 
has. There is beauty in the wife, 
slightly disheveled and no longer 
young, who continues to care for 
her sick husband despite her own 
failing health.  
 
Your own personal vocation does 
not consist only in the work you do, 
though that is an expression of it. 
Your vocation is something more: it 
is a path guiding your many efforts 
and actions towards service to 
others.  



Melissa Askew (Unsplash) 

Jesus was and is “young among the young in 

order to be an example for the young and to 

consecrate them to the Lord”. 

 

Pope Francis 
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