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N e w s l e t t e r  

“I have come as Light into the world”  
—John 12:46 



T his new year of 2023 is somehow 

like beginning the walk to 

Emmaus, the disciples were 

feeling discouraged and lost amidst the 

crisis and challenges of the past week in 

Jerusalem. We are in a similar situation, 

post-pandemic yet still fighting Covid-19 

in a world rocked by increasing costs, 

uncertain economic conditions and 

ongoing conflicts.  

 

But as the disciples discover, the walk 

was also an opportunity, likewise for me, 

to rediscover Christ as Light of the 

World, revealed through five facets of 

God.  

God of promise 
One spiritual journey we can make is by 

reflecting on the Holy Father’s apostolic 

letter for the Sunday of the Word of God, 

“Aperuit Illis” (He opened their minds, Lk 

24:45). Taking the opportunity to reread 

the Old Testament, I am reminded of the 

covenant relationship of salvation and 

love that grows from Adam to Jesus, 

from first parents to the whole world. 

The Bible is not mere history, it is His 

Story, the story of the One who loves us, 

and hence it becomes our story too.  

 

God of patience 
Abraham waited for so many years into 

his old age for a son, and yet was tested 

to sacrifice Isaac.  Noah was ridiculed for 

building an ark in the middle of the dry 

desert. Joseph was sold into slavery by 

his own brothers far away from his 

beloved parents. Moses gave up his 

princely position to live in the desert 

with his wife, yet was called again to lead 

his people out of Egypt, and then spent 

the rest of his life wandering in the 

desert, leading his thousands of 

complaining people and interceding with 

God on their behalf. Learning to trust 

God despite trials, thankless situations 

and tests of patience— it seems the Lord 

is showing me my New Year resolution? 
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Art source from Seeds of Faith 

God of peace 
January is also the Catholic celebration 

of the World Day of Peace. Pope Francis’ 

message for 2023 reminds us that the 

way of peace is to think of We rather 

than Me. It echoes for me the book “Light 

of the World” by Pope Benedict XVI and 

my experience meeting him at the World 

Youth Day Madrid 2011 with 2 million 

other Catholic youths, chanting “La 

Juventud del Papa Benedetto!” I was 

inspired by his teaching of inner peace 

through trust and love to realize our true 

vocations despite the norm, which he 

later exemplified in his resignation and 

retirement until his sad passing this 

month.  

 

God of progress 
With peace comes progress. The Pope 

Emeritus’ call, “Dare to Love” reminded 

us to let the light of the world shine in us 

and through us. This too, recalls the 

motto of our mission school, St Angela’s 

Convent School Seria, “Let Your Light 

Shine”. In honor of St Angela Merici’s 

Feast Day on 27 January and the 

Vicariate Catechetical Symposium on 

28—29 January, let us continue to shine 

God’s light especially for the paths of our 

children this 2023. 

God of presence  
Christmas may have passed, but Christ 

remains in our hearts. Like the disciples 

who walked to Emmaus with the Risen 

One, like the wise men who followed the 

Star of Epiphany, like Simeon who waited 

to welcome the little Lord, let us also 

invite Him to accompany, inspire and 

enlighten us always in our life journey. 

Let us celebrate Emmanuel, “God is with 

us”, this whole year.  

 

Wishing everyone a blessed year 2023! 

 

 

Emilian H 

Social Communications Editor 

Church of Our Lady of Immaculate 

Conception, Seria 

 

hope.bnvicariate@gmail.com 
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O ur greatest and yet most fragile 
treasure is our shared humanity 
as brothers and sisters, children 

of God. None of us can be saved alone. 
 
"What then is being asked of us? First of 
all, to let our hearts be changed by our 
experience of the crisis. In fact, we can no 
longer think exclusively of carving out 
space for our personal or national 
interests, (...) instead we must think in 
terms of the common good." 
 
We cannot, however, ignore one 
fundamental fact.  Many moral, social, 
political and economic crises we are 
experiencing are all interconnected, and 
what we see as isolated problems are 
actually causes and effects of one 
another. 
 

I call on all those in positions of 
responsibility and on all men and women 
of goodwill to revisit the issue of 
ensuring public health for all; to promote 
actions that enhance peace and put an 
end to the conflicts and wars that 
continue to spawn poverty and death; to 
join in caring for our common home and 
in implementing clear and effective 
measures to combat climate change; to 
battle the virus of inequality and to 
ensure food and dignified labour for all, 
supporting those who lack even a 
minimum wage and find themselves in 
great difficulty. 
 
I ask that in the coming New Year that we 
journey together, valuing the lessons that 
history has to teach us. 
 
To all men and women of goodwill, I 
express my prayerful trust that, as 
artisans of peace, they may work, day by 
day, to make this a good year! 

Extract of the New Year Message of the 
Holy Father for World Peace Day  
(1 January 2023) 
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C OOL celebrated Christmas in grand 
style this year. The church was 
filled as hundreds attended 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses, 
with joyful resounding of hymns and carols 
by the Kumpulan Doa Dusun Seria (Bahasa 
Prayer Group) choir.   
 
The parish hosted about 250 parishioners 
and migrants at a Christmas Day Party, 
complete with musical chair games, lucky 
draw prizes and gift exchange.  
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To listen to sacred 

Scripture and then to 

practise mercy: God’s 

word has the power to 

open our eyes and to 

enable us to renounce a 

stifling and barren 

individualism and instead 

to embark on a new path 

of sharing and solidarity.  

When the sacraments are 

introduced and illumined 

by God’s word, Christ 

opens our minds and 

hearts to acknowledge his 

saving work.  

 

 

“Ignorance of the 
Scriptures is ignorance of 
Christ.” —St Jerome 

We need to develop a 

closer relationship with 

sacred Scripture; 

otherwise, our hearts will 

remain cold and our eyes 

shut, struck as we are by 

so many forms of 

blindness.  
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Christ Jesus is knocking at our door in the words of Sacred 

Scripture. If we hear his voice and open the doors of our 
minds and hearts, then he will enter our lives and remain 
ever with us. 

The sweetness of God’s 
word leads us to share it 
with all those whom we 
encounter in this life and 
to proclaim the sure hope 
that it contains . Its 
bitterness often comes 
from our realization of 
how difficult it is to live 
that word consistently, or 
our personal experience of 
seeing it rejected as 
meaningless for life.  

A peruit illis is an apostolic letter, by Pope Francis, issued "motu proprio" on 

September 30, 2019, the Feast of Saint Jerome, instituting the annual 

observance of the 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time as "Sunday of the Word of 

God", devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the Word of God.  

 

The Holy Father writes:  

Not simply a part, but the whole of Scripture speaks of Christ. Since the 

Scriptures everywhere speak of Christ, they enable us to believe that his death and 

resurrection are not myth but history, and are central to the faith of his disciples.  

The Bible cannot be just 

the heritage of some, 

much less a collection of 

books for the benefit of a 

privileged few. It belongs 

above all to those called to 

hear its message and to 

recognize themselves in its 

words.  

Helping people to enter 

more deeply into the word 

of God through simple and 

suitable language … to 

read, appreciate and pray 

daily with sacred 

Scripture, especially 

through the practice of 

lectio divina . 
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               The Holy Spirit, then, makes Sacred Scripture 

the living word of God, experienced and handed down 
in the faith of his holy people.  



January Happenings  
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Malaysia, Singapore & Brunei 

Diocesan Administrator Rev Fr Robert Leong 

represented the Apostolic Vicariate in Brunei 

Darussalam recently at the 111th plenary 

meeting of the CBCMSB. The meeting was held 

at St Anne’s Minor Basilica, Malaysia from 10 to 

13 January 2023, focusing on preparing the 

Document for the Continental phase of the 

Synod (DCS) to be submitted for FABC. 

Also participating were His Excellency 

Archbishop Wojciech Załuski, Apostolic 

Delegate to Brunei, His Eminence Cardinal 

William Goh of Singapore, Archbishops of Kuala 

Lumpur, Kuching and Kota Kinabalu, as well as 

Bishops of Penang, Melaka-Johor, Sibu, Miri, 

Sandakan and Keningau. The next meeting will 

be held from 9 - 14 July at Majodi. 

Rev Fr Robert Leong at the solemn declaration of the Minor Basilica of St Anne, Malaysia on 9th January 2023  11 
PPC Meeting & Fellowship, 7 January 

Rosary for the late Pope Emeritus Benedict, 5 January 



S t Angela is the patron saint of 

sickness, disabled and physically 

challenged people, and those 

grieving the loss of parents.  

 

She was born on March 21, 1474 in 

Desenzano, a small town in Italy but as 

an orphan, she was raised by her uncle in 

Salo. At the age of 20, she returned to 

Desenzano. She found that around her 

hometown there were many young girls 

who had no education and no hope.  

 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Angela 

became convinced there was great need 

for a better way of teaching these young 

girls. So, she opened her own home to 

them and began to teach them herself.  

 

She devotedly taught them the Catholic 

Christian faith. By her example and 

instruction, she taught them to how to 

pray and participate in the sacramental 

life of the Church. She evangelized and 

catechized these young girls, opening 

them up to the life of grace. 

Passion for Education 

 

Later her ministry grew to found many 

schools and orphanages, known as the 

Ursulines, a recognized religious 

community of women with a teaching 

ministry especially for families. One of 

her favorite sayings was, "Disorder in 

society is the result of disorder in the 

family."  

 

St. Angela Merici died on January 27, 

1540.  She was beatified on April 30, 

1768 by Pope Clement XIII and 

canonized May 24, 1807 by Pope Pius 

VII. Her feast day in COOL is celebrated 

on the last Sunday of January as her 

namesake St Angela’s School Mass. 
 

Source: https://www.catholic.org/saints 

St Angela Merici 

Feast Day, 27 January 
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I n 1945, the Sisters of St. Joseph 

wanted to start a girls' school in 

Seria, but they did not have the 

money and resources.  So they joined the 

Mill Hill Fathers and started a school for 

boys and girls, in the place where BSRC 

(Brunei Shell Recreation Club) is now. It 

was called the Seria English School. The 

school was later moved to Lorong 4.  

 

In 1952, the school moved to the site of 

St. Michael's School now but very soon it 

became overcrowded. In 1955, it was 

decided to separate the girls and boys.  
 

The result was the establishment of St. 

Angela's Convent School in 1959, named 

St Angela’s School Seria 

A Brief History 

after St Angela Merici. In 2007, the 

school became co-educational after the 

closure of St Michael’s School.  
 

Today the school maintains her 

reputation as one of the leading schools 

in Brunei Darussalam.  

Board of Directors, Teachers and Staff of St Angela’s School (2022) 

Dinner with Catholic teachers at St. Angela's 
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Blessing of Oranges, 22 January 
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  一個從 遮羅東 地區遠道而

來，一個從 都東 過來！ 無論

他們搬到多遠，他們都會“回

家”看望他們的梁爸爸（因為他

的祭師角色，我們華人團體表

示敬意的對他稱呼）。 

  感謝梁爸爸像爸爸一樣照顧

我們，照顧我們的福利和靈性

健康，甚至身體健康！ 有你

（神父），這個團圓飯就更有

神家的意義, 我們也算有一家

之主了！ 願上主保佑我們在這

個農曆兔年裡，無論我們多大

的年紀，都能像兔子一樣健

康、活躍和可愛！ 感謝並讚美

上主成求今晚的一切。 

2023 年 1 月 28 日星期六晚

上，華人農曆年初七，大約 46 

名華人組的華人教友,  詩里亞 

COOL 和 馬來奕 SJC 的聖母媽

媽華人「士兵」,聖母軍, 共同

出錢請梁「爸爸」（神父, 中

文稱呼爸爸）來一頓爸爸和孩

子們的“團圓飯”！  （還有 2 

個孫子）！ 

  這是一個充滿溫馨和愛的夜

晚，有簡單的食物、閒聊、短

歌、笑聲和 COOL 傳教員 黃桂

蓮 和我們 尊敬 梁神父的演

講。  

  和諧與愛為食物增添了風

味，讓夜晚充滿了和平與幸

福。 

  感謝兄弟姐妹們的參與，為

梁爸爸帶來歡樂和祝福。 
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16 COOL Chinese New Year Dinner, 28 January 17 

O n 28 January 2023 Saturday 

evening, which was also the 7th 

Day of Chinese New Year, 

around 46 parishioners of the COOL 

Chinese Prayer Group and Chinese 

'soldiers' of COOL and SJC Legion of 

Mary pooled funds for a Spring Festival 

gathering. 

 

The gathering was themed as a “Reunion 

Dinner” for Rev Fr Robert Leong (Papa 

Leong) with his “children” parishioners 

(and even two grandchildren!) 

 

It was a night of warmth and love with 

good food, chit chatting, a short song, 

laughter and speeches by Fr Leong and 

COOL Catechist Helga Wong. Indeed, 

the love and harmony among our 

community added flavor to the meal and 

filled the night with peace and joy. 

Thank you brothers and sisters for your 

participation to bring joy and blessing to 

our Papa Leong. One came all the way 

from Jerudong area and another from 

Tutong! No matter how far they moved 

to, they came "home" to see their priestly 

Papa. 

 

Thank you Papa Leong for ministering to 

us as a papa does, to see to our welfare 

and our spiritual health, even our 

physical health! With you,  this Reunion 

Dinner has a greater meaning for us the 

people of God with you as the head of 

our faith family. 

 

May the Lord bless us all in this Year of 

the Rabbit to be healthy, active and 

lovable as the rabbit no matter how old 

we are!  

 

Thanks and praise be to God for making 

it all possible for this night.  
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“I want to 
invite you 
to dare to 

love.” 

In Memoriam 
POPE EMERITUS BENEDICT XVI 

31 December 2022 
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